AL GAZETTZ.

——
— —a—

61

TRE ECCLESIASTIC

[

the Church of England In Canada-is just atd
reasonable, and ns it appears to me, the division
of the Diocese of Toronto is so much desired, thiat
it may be very inconvenient to postpono it. [
havoito inform you that Her Majesty's Govern-
ment are prepared to take the necessary steps for
this purpose whenéver required to do so, and that
they will recommend to Her Majesty for appoint-
ment to tho new Bishopric, such clerpyman as
you may designate to them after consulting the
Bishop and such authoritics of the Church of

something: and a resolution tnsy be adopted to
prevent the reeurrence of the like scandal to the
Chureh in future.  The most sinple, and perhaps

p—i

pointment, deposition, leprivation, or removal of
any perron bearing office therein, of whatever
order or degree, “nuy rights of the Crowy to the

cffectunl remedy that suggesta itself to me, is tho | contrary notwithstanding:” and for tbo conve-

onie practised in Scotland.  In that country, it is
provided that when a Bishoprio becomes vneant,
the Synod shall be called together, within fifteen
or twenty dase, to 6l the vacancy. This gives
no time for unholy plots or intrigues,

If Christian men, and still more, Ministers of
tho Goepel, nsuist any person in becoming n

nient and orderly manngement of the property,
affairs, and interests of the Church, in mntiers
relating to or aflecting only the gaid Church, aml
the officers and zcrubers thereof, awd not in nny
way interfering with tho rights, privileges, or
interests of otlier religious communities, or of any
Ferson or persons not Leing n member or mem-

England in tho colony as you may think adsisable, | bishiop who is not the friend of God and of the
and taking such precautions as to the sufficleney | Churely, or from any other motive than thatheis,
of tho endowment as you may judge necessary ™ ! accarding to their convictions, thoroughly quah.

At first, great exertions were made in both the ! fied in all voo

proposcd Dioceses in collecting thelr cndowments

Yet even in London, tho apirit flagged a little for | great crime.

best man will.?n their reach, they are guilty of a
Esen in civil enses, Jethro, apeak-

octa for thoe oftice, and the very,

|

sers of the eaid United Churels of Englantl and
Ircland ; provided alwaya that such constitutions
and regulations shall apply only to the Diecese
ot Dioceses adopting the sntue.  Nuw, it may Lo
scen that this weasure is very comprehensive in
{ta provisivns, und gives amplo powers to meet nll

o tinse, owing to the delay of the Government in ! ing by inspiration. commands Moses not to eliogue | tho probable requirements of the Chureli s and
nny but able men such s tear God, men of truth, | yet the Royal P'reragative is sufliciently guarded,

pronouncing definitely on the divislon of the
Diocese, but it was revived withredoubled avdour
on the receipt of Sir Willinm Molesworth’s en-
couraging despatch, and liad amounted in De-

cember last te nearly £10,000, and by o recent |

which the Governor-General hins aceepted in the 'untoward connexion.

hating covetonaness.

How munch wore caveful jand onr comnexinn w'th the Mather Church

ought wo to be in choosing overseers of the tlock | through its head distinetly preserved. Ist. Tho

of Christ,

power of chioosing our hishops is substantlally

In leaving the Episcopal, Ipass to the Susten. {but not directly canferred; tho sanetion of Ifer
report to £10,600 currency, well secured, and ! tation Fund, becnuso they have somettung of an | Majesty, through her Seeretary of State, to the

Hoping much from the | person chosen, i required, und in an extremo

meantimo as sufficient to enable him to recom- } Sustentation Pund in aid of our Commutation, 1] case may be withhiehl, bui if ever withl‘mld. it
mend o clergyman for appointment to the Sce, ! was eng. * 1o begir aperations Inat autumn, hut will be salutary and for the gond of tho (‘hureh.

but with tho clear and dis

tinct understanding | was overruled by many of the best friends of the | In tho zecond place, th~ Queen preserves her

that it should, us soon ns practieable, be increased | Church—aml persunded that wo conll not sue. ' territorial sovercignty in scttling the limits of
to £12,500 currenoy, and if possisto to £12,600 ! ceed till the Episcopat Endowment Funds were, new bishoprics, when requived ta lo(: eatnblished.
sterling; sud I havo little doubt but that in o) completed. 1 confess that I yielded with some, The sccond clause of the stutute is still moro com-
short time this maximum in so rich & Diocese | repugnance, and the mare ro because the state of § prehensive, aml contemplates Provincial Synod-

will be obtained and a suitablo residence or see.
house for the Bishop Lo erected.

Matters being in so forward ‘s state, it is con-
templated, should no difficulty intervene, to call
together tho Clergy and Lay Delegates within the
proposced Dioceso of London, for the election of
the Biskop, on Weducsday, the 8th of July next.
And hero it ey be proper to remind you that the
territory which will bo compriged in the proposed
Londou or Hurou Bishopric, will remain under
the same Episcopal authority as at present, till
th2 new Bishop rucelves consecration.  In respect
to the proposed Bichopric of Kingston, the Church
members also began with great alacrity, but their
proceedings wero unfortunately disturbed by
various disputes into which I do not enter. Itis
nevertheless hoped and believed that the un-
happy causes of such are now entirely removed,
and that the nccessary exertions for cotuploting
the Endowment will be sucecsefully renewed. To
effect this desired object, L am ready aud have
indded prumiséd to do every thing inmy power
in promoting it; ct tho same time it must be re-
collected that the proposed Kingstor t* ocese doos
not conprise a couniry 20 rich in population as
that of London; and this fact Y thought it my
duty to press itpon the attention of the So~iety
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, in the nape
that a larger donation would have been granted
in aid of tho Episcopal endowinent—but o great
diminiition of their disposable funds was picaded
in excuse; nevertheless, to shew that the Sceiety
took a warm intérest in the object, £500 was
gianted towards the eridowment of the Seo of
Kingston. T 'would very willingly pass on from
this ]igrﬁor_x of my address to some other matiers;
but, however reluctant, T feel it is my duty to
express at this time, and ‘in this plblic manner,
my -disapprobation of the reckless manner in
which the press has bzen employed in the ques-
tion of sclecting our Bishops. Thi¢ subscriptions

for ‘endowments should be frecly given, without |

any conditious whatever, and vo ‘improper
influchice through the press, or oblrusive can-
vassing ought to bo used. [Evéry elector should

vote, in a case 80 very sacryd and important, in

thé most conselentious dispotition of mind, and
as before God. "We may ot be able to do away
with a1l the evil which” hds been donc, but an
expression of decided vondemnation may still do

-Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, and,

the Kingstun FEpiecopal Fund, unless speedily
followed up, may produce a long and inconvenient
postponement.  Lut be this as it may, tho ohject
must not bo relinquishied, 1t is the last great
work which, under God's merciful guidance, I
seek ardently to promote, and, if sparcd, 1 shall
seize upon the first promising opportunity to be-
gin the subgeription.

In commencing our proccedings on this memor-
able day, we shall first read the law or charter
undes which we are now assembled. You will
find that it is comprised in two clauses, with a
very brief preamble. It passed both Houses of

the Provincinl Parlinment unanimously on the

in which all the Dioceses may Lo represented.
Such a provision is absolutcly neceasary to the
snlutary exteusion and well-being of the Church
inthis great country.  Questions will ariso from
time to timo which ¢ will affect the welfareo of
the Church in these colonice, and will render it
necessary, a3 it iy desirable, that the Bishops,
Clergy and Laity should mect in Counci! ader
the Trovincial, Metropolitan, or Senior Bishops,
with power to frame rules and regulations tfor the
better conduct of our ecelesinstical affuirs as by
such Provincial Synod mey be deemed expedient.
It should also be divided into two llouses, the
ono consisting of tho Bishops of the several Dio-

13th of June, 1836, ard, on itx transmission to | ceses under their Mctivpoiiian or Senior Bishop,

England, it cxperienced great opposition, and
had it not been for the warm and able advocacy
of tho Ilou. Joln . Cawmeron, who happened
foriunately to be in London, and the precedent
of the Victoria nact, there is great reason to be-
licre that it would have failed. Kven then the
legal advisers of the Crown continued their op-
position, and nt length it was referred to the

after duo consideration, that body declared that
it was lawful for MHer Gracious Mnajesty the
Queen to assent to the Bill, and it was done
aceordingly.  Itis intituled, * An Act to cnablo
stho members of the United Church of England |
«and Ireland, in Canadn, to meet in Synod.”
It was laid before the Queen in Council, on the
six*h day of May last, nnd having received the
Royal nssent, it came out to Cannda, and was
published by proclamation by Ris Exccllency the
Governor-General, on the twenty-cighth day of
May, in the year of our Lord one thousana eight
hundred and fifty-seven, and in thie twenticth
year of Her Majesty's reign.

sud tho other of the Preshytery and Lay members
of thoe Churchi asgembled hy representation.”
For all this tho second clause of the statuto amply
provides, and it3 objecty will, dnubtless, bo car

ricd out S0 soun as the nucessitics of the Church
require,

Such Provincinl Synod will answer the same
purposc a8 the General Convention of the Church
of tho United States, which Lus heen crapbatically
called its safety-valve ngainst doubtful and unsafe
innovation of the Piucesan Conventions, and an
effective centre of ped anent wnity,

Without detaining y.n lIanger, T beg to eall
atpon the Secretary to read the Proclnmation and
the Act of the Legialature, under *h2 authorily
of which we are now nssem’sted.  This being done,
the Exccutive Uommittee nppointed towards the
close of our inst Seysion, to prepare, in due form,
such matters as any member or members of tho
Synod—Clerical or Lay—rany desire to bo hrought
forward, will make thetr report, and I trust the
same deferonce and courtesy will mark our pre-
sent, as they havo done all our former proceed-

<

‘'ho object of this Act, as sct forth in the pre-
amble, is to confer on the members of the Church
of Fagland ard Ircland, in Canada, the pewer of ;
regulating the affairs of their Church, in matters
relating to discipline, and necesenry order nnd;
good government, and to exerciso the samo rights;
~¢ gelf.government that are cnjoyed by other
religious communities,

The statute contains two enacting clnuscs.‘
The' first confers power to bi!d Dicecsan Synods,
to frame constitutions, and make regulations for!
enforcing discipline in the Chureh, for the ap-

ings.
The Sceretary then read the Proclamation aud
il

Torustu, Thursday, May 28, 1827

Vraincs of ) EDMUND HEAD.

Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ircland, Queen,
defender of the fith, &c., &c., &c.

To all wl:om thesc presents shall come, or whom
the game may concern—Greeting.



