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age can remember the struggle to which the desire
to remove those restrictions gave rise, und how,
even in the British Senate,t required all the patriotic
cuergy of Whatbread, and the ardent, earnest elo-
quence of the immortal Wilberfurce, backed by the
distincl and ever powerful utterances of gopular
opinion, to counteract the efforts of the Leadenhall
Street Legislators, who sought to turn our Senators
from the straight path of Christion propriety and eu-
lightened policy, - and to exclode, for another per-
iod of twenty years, the sell devoted benelactors of
the teemg millions of the casl. It was u severe
struggle 5 but it wus final j--1t forever settled the
question whether the shortesighted and sclfish viens
of a few, should be allewed to overbalance in the
uffuir of legislation, the real welfure of the many,
and this question 100, still more momentous, whe-
ther the legilimate vnd just ascendancy of any rul-
ing power can ever be endangered by the widest
and most unfettered proclamation of the doctrines
of the Cross.

A circumstance connected with this event scems
peculiarly worthy of comutemoration.  Amongst
the nine hundred petitions which were sent to Pare
liament, praying for such a modification of the East
India Compary’s charter, as would admit of the free
ingress of Christiun Mis ianaries into India, one
came from the D.rectors of the Loudon M.ssionary
Societly. Ttwas presented to the Iouse of Commons
by Mr. Whitbread, whilst the Duke of Kent under-
toolt to present it to the Lords.  When the discus-
sion came on, the Duke was unavoidably absent, but
ho eutrusted hishighcommizsion to his royal brother.
the Duke of Sussex who Lithfully represented and
seconded thefprayer of the petitioners. Itisfurfrom
being the le st of the many houours that invest the
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India, the number of missionaries, ncver less proba-
bly thau one third of the whole, who are ouly prepar-
ing for uctive seivice by acquiring the langusge of
the people, and the considerable proportion who are
driven from the field by the attacks of discase or
consigned to what we, in our ignorance of this de-
partment of God's mioral government, are apt to
think a premature grave.  An hundred preachers of
the gospel to more than oue hutdred millions of
heathens and Mahomedans ! Only imagine a pro-
portionatels scanty distribution of evaugelical min-
isters in England, or even in Canada. Reflect,
thirdly, on the vast number and diversity of native
languages and dialects which must be mastered by
European missionaries, before they cau durectly aud
clicctively declare the truth to the tribes of India.
Taking these things into consideration, and others
might be mentivaed, it would not have been strange
if cven to this hour, we had not been able to speaily
any real or any apparcni indications of success.
Even then indeed we would not have been without
cncouragement to fatient, persevering effurt.  Our
faith, we trust, in the divine origin, the all-surpass~
ing excellence and universal adaptation of the gospel,
is nut of so flimsy or so frail a texture us 1o be una-
ble to resist the strohe of disappointment. No, we
have scen enough in our own day, and have read
enough 1n the authentic records of days goue by, to
doubt that what we in our ignorance regard as a
failure, is, in truth, one step towards the realiza—
tion of our hopes, that the darkening <loud will be
followed by the feriilizing shower and the clear shin-
ing of the sun—that the decomposition and avpa-
reot destruction of the seed are ouly preparatory
10 ill expected fruitfulness. But in regard to India,
there has been o disappointment, no failure even in

youthfil Susereign of the British Ewmpire, that she appearance.  We ha.e so far succeeded as to have
is the immediate descendant of a man who, when | s lenced, by facts, every tongue that rose up in re-
nominal religion was less fashionable than 1ow, | buke aud reprobation of our plans and our proceed-

and missicnary (fTrt cried dowa in every fashivn- | ings.

Whatever lingering suspicions might, up

able circle us the offspring of an imbecile funaticism, 1o a recent period, have bern cuiertained by some
was not ashamed to unuettake the advocacy of ajas to the practicability of subverting the gigantic
weasure so humane, so Christian, so dircetly calcu- | fabric of Iindoo superstition, no doubt can now be

la‘ed t0 render Britain, what she ncver could have jentertained upon the subject.

The Hindoos them-

otherwise become, the bendfactress of her Eastern sclves are becoming avowedly distrustful of the sta-
dependencies. We can desire nothing more, we dare | bility of their monstrous system, and our missjon-~

desire nothing less for our beloved Queen, than that
she inay know experimentally the incstimable worth
of those great principles, 10 which her illustrivus
father thus paid an enlightened homage, and which,
whatever may be the clashing and conflicting
opinions of merc wordly men must ever lie at the
foundation of all real personal happiness, social
union, aud national prosperity.

In attempting to fo:m an estimate of t camount of
benelit alrcady conferred on British India by the la-
bours of those devoled men who have successisely
visited her <hores on the high embasy of' Chiristian
benevolence, there are several things that ouzht not
10 be neglected.  Consider, first, the vast extent of
British 1erritory in the East and the dense and cx-
tended masses of its benighted population.  Any
change affecting this population, Uy fine times that
of the whole United Kingdom, must nccessarily have
considerably advanced before its signe and symp-
toms can be discerned, even by the careful and scru-
tunizing observer.  Consider, secondly, the small
number of actual labourers in this wide Geld.
An intelligent missionary (rom India, states that
the whole number of ¢ffcctive European labourers
in that vast contincnt does not exceed one hun-
dred. This will not appear surprizing when we
cemember the extreme brevity of European lifo in
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aries find the disposition to defend that system con-
tinually less perceptible and puwerful.  Instances
are constantly occurring in which the people give
their approving respose to the statements of our
missionary brethren, even in the presence of the
pricsts, whilst these are compelled to feel, that in
proportion as knowledge is diffused, their *¢ craftis
in danger.”

So far as the public edicts of the Leadenhall
Strect mercharnts go, the patronage and support
hitaerto giten by the East ludia Company, 10 the
gross abominctions of Hindooistn is now avowedly
withdrawn, though that withdrawment is rendered
somewhat equivocal by the annual payment from
the Indian Treasury, of a sum of money cqual to
an ample and even muniticent endowment.  YWhen
will this world’s rulers lose their pusillanimous
fears as 1o the consequences of doing what is just
and right, and leaving truth and error to their own
resources.

Those who have read with atlention the various
published communications from ourEast Indian mis-
sionaries, will have recently observed a considerable
modification of the plans of education hitherto pur-
sued. Little advantage of arcligious kind was found
10 accrue from the multiplication of general day
schools for the education of native children, and



