
OUR FATITER'S VOICE. 9

OUR FATHER'S VOICE.

A SERMION,ý BY TUE REV. J. OSWALD DYRS, D.D.
*My son, give Ife thfnis hert -neRaS . 2d3.

"IE hiave forigotton tho exhortation "(says tho New Test-
monint writer to the lcbrews8, q uoting a7 quites siimilar

tcxt froin this Book of Proverbs) Ilwhichsp8aketlî unto you
as untochidron. " Under thiskindly ferni of addross, IlMysen, "
the Viae Plreacher of leraci tliscourscd te the men-cspecially
te the yotung inon-of bis. mwn day, taking his soholars, as it
were, tu L *kuo, and exliorting thiei on the practical con .
duct 1,f life with jeet su.-lh frankuoese, urgency, and touidcrnesa
as any prudent faither might use to lus boy. In thoste cuuflBels
uf the Hlruw sage, huwoetr, tio 'Ncw Testamnent %vriter
hetara llea oit'a uwi .s.uurso with us. a deoper titan îaturtal
nisdomn echoos throueli tho words ; the authority is luiglior,
and the toise moro weighty, than thoseocf any carthly parenit.
it in the veice of the Eternal, the Infinite Wisdom the Fathor
of spirits, vhich 8poaks tlirougîî the grave and gontie lips of
thia courssellor. (ieod takes ail of us, se te say, te His kneo,
and as feelllib, inoxperiencod children of Hie own lieuse, Hfe
warns, adviaes, expestul&tes, instructs, appena, as in theso few
11ieadinge, patlietic iwerds, "lMy son, give Me thine hoart. "

I fclmysoifwarranted, therefere, te take this sentence as,
net by forcesl accommodation, but in seber fact, a kindlly and
autlieritative cail te cadhi f us fremIliHm %Vlie is the wiscst
aud best ef fathors. And, because wve are net anciont
IHebrews, but modern ChrisHians, I ahal venture te rend it
atioi under the liglit ef the advent of Christ. Substanitially the
saincin ovcry period lias beon tho callof our pitiful Parontabove
te Hlis biundoring sens belewv-that patientiy repoatcd eaul,
whiceurSavieurllimsolf likenod with touehing situ plicity tethe
douck of a mothor-bird te lier broed : " 9Hew -olton weuid 1
have gathered t!uy chldroit tegether as a lien gathors lier
chiens ;" Substantiaily, 1 say, this calI freon (bd lias meant
the saine thiug te the mon ef oeory gonteratien. For r.ie
lhave aiways been given te threw away thoir heart upon the
saine peer objocts-te fellew tlie saisie uiiwertliy guides ;
and, iii eue feri cor ether, tho voiceo f celestial wisdom lias
ievor ccascd te invite sucli wandeors ini the patlîs ivhicli

icad te decath te that narrewv read of feilowslip vvith Hecaven,
wlich alerno cenducts te picasantuoss and pence. Porliaps,
tee, the Father's cati falis on as matiy reluctant cars te-day
as it ever did. But certaiuiy it nover seunidod cionrer or more
fatheriy titan it dees new :-izow, siîîce our rolntiunship t.>
(l'ed lias become that of rcconciledl children in Josuis Christ ;
vmoir, sin.ýo led lias nade lus tathorhctod censpicucus in theý
gift andl sacrifice cf His Son ; nie, sinco wo have heei shewn
l'y the existence of eue ebedient Chihij ef Cod ivhat olir
vemm<'n Parent moans wlien lie persses on eacit ef ns this
requt.st- "Givo thino heart te Mo"When thleso oit, oldj,
words cf wistioms are hearil ceuaing freont the Father cf Jesus.
te us, the brothers cf Jesus, they cerne witli a force anid
pathos, a (lepth, ef meaning and a pressure ef affection, which
they nover carried te humnait hearts before.

Fer it is evident that the force of sîîch an appeal as this
must depciid ou the persen who maikesý it. Auy aduioniticu
ivlich hegins with titis proface, "lMy seon," deserves te Le
li4teîued te, andI everything whieli exacts the parental aixtio-
rity, or mnanifeste the parental affection cof Cod, gees tu
strengtlicn the povwcr cf His words.

The choice ef hum-in nature as a fitting ergan for the
Divine Son, a vehicle threugh wluich Ris sonship coul
ndequateiy realise itseif, was itsoif a testimoiîy te the Divinec
image in niau. The fnct that the theug-,lts, cinotiens, iver-
slip, and service of a human soul coula wtitheut vielenci-
become (as tlîey (hid in Jesus) tliose cf Cod's owxu Son-filial
aIl cf tliom-answering tiiis fatheriy cali, "lGivo Me thine
lienrt "-tliis fact shows liow elesely kmn our liuman nature
itsoif must eriginally liave been te tlie Divine ; liow apt it
aiways has becti te play a son'si part tewards heaven, if oniy
man had chosen. Unless the heurt of mati had boon in seute
meet ment sonse the cifs ring of Deity-niado in tho image ef
its celetiai Author and> Paront-iow could the only begetten
Son have transferred Hlie filial life te huroan conditions? lIow

* could lie have beocine true Mani without coasing te lie true
Son of the Uigbest?

Ner is even that ail. But this Mani who was at the sanie
time a Son te God and gave God Hie heamt, was, by consent
even of Ria enomies, the very flower or bloi of our human

race ; net bsa aman tian otior men, but more ; trierae truco te
tho humait type more frc frein inhuinan defortrtitica or
dofects, mores worthy than any othor te lie calh'd 1,ho idA
or specinien Man cf mon. Se that Ilis tilial.ittitudi te Ood,
Hie rospense te tie Divine Fatluer's eaul, osGi' a Ioe tiiî
iicart," ivas actîîaily theo thiiug viiclu crovncîi His luumaxuity
witli oiccptienai levolinee nti porfoctîtems It followa,
tiioroforo, tiiat mon woro miaie te bce seits cf Cled, aad canuot
f ulfil the gomutine idea of their ewn hurnanit>-. nr y cadli titoir
nature'& j)ropor diguity, %%ithoitt doiîîg wvliât thoe.Son of Mars
did, that in, yiold oacli mati luis licart te (lot as tho licart cf a
son. So that wlic-1 tiîis voiecoties te ecd eue of yoîî front an
invisible Fatiior: "MNy son, give mie tlîine lîoart, as tiîy
brother Jesu3 gaieo Mo Ille; lie devotull lit foia.l sirrend.er
t.> Mc, tliy Parent, uycu as tns. Jusils -tu %vivo ruaily
mnas jîist titis . Bu ouît anid ont t.rue. iiî.tit r;dm4 Yuur
humait nature Ln its iiitvnIed ila,:u anîd ,îu; >avu fro play
t0 its hi -luiwt aità purust I.up.dbâitio!v ; dîi.tout %%iLe, duo nut
tuisuse, lie net spuil, yuur owvn seives.

Suocly it cannot content uur Father aboieo tu> sec anytine
whumn lîle malle ku bo Hlie uwn son throw tîtat p )sîttun away
fur lîusks !Lcast of ail cao iL content Ilitn nut', aisîa le
bias made soJah sacrifices for the sake ot wianig Iitîtuian
hoarts. It was aluvays, tiiruughu i e weary aictat ctturies
-the millenniums uf error aîîd ;rimie before Chlri.st camne, a
muet pitifuls8iglit for Divine oyos te %vitrins, titis lutin uf l>îvaoe
childrcn, tic flin>4ing away of lu% us and eîîergis worthîy of
Cod uponi base Limoge lo the carth. This itas thc lues wiic
drcw dowvn the IEýtei 1 Bogotten frein tie hosoin of the
Fatiior. But surely it muet be-if eue dlare eîmeak se huuîuaiiy
-a more pitiful siglut etili, aftom that isacrifice lias liceu tmade
fer mari, anud tho trt diguity cf maiuhood lias booms displayed,
and the way of retumti te our Father clieuet thtrough, the
crucified humanity of Hie incarnmate Belovetl, for Ceod t Ilis
lic.-ve o tesue ny eue cf you stihi mcpjeatir.g the atuctent iraste,
and iflingingyuir hcnrt and sotul rway on seili!eli gaitu or
frivoleis and vol uî,tuotî2 ptreuits ! Once thte patornal lîcart
lias tastcd atiew thte mcetnoss cf beiug called Il Fatter " by
a gcîîuîiîuo htuman cuîild, lituw iL muet ycariî tic tmere ovor
tiiese ît'lo still discard tîteir sacreti parcittage, and drag titeir
Divineo features iu the luire. It lias hiapperîctl te te voîterablo
Speaker, wliosc voice s0 loti. lias stuilet eut cf 1 [cayen, te
geL an anser-eiîtiro, uiigruutlging anti affectionate-ttî tîtat
plaintive dlaim : Il INy son, give Me thin lueart 1 " 1le get ut
frot Jesus Christ. ''iukyen Ile in cotent tuw? (Ctuntenit
wluilo yeni, a brother cf Jestis, cime of tiie saisie blood %vitli
tîtat Sou cf Hie, fo>r wlist rccovcry that very Soitî caisse, wlilo
you (I say) are stili witiuiotting a seuî's trust anti loyalty, anti

îivig ni)thel heart Ife craves ttu forbiilen tîbject-to sý%Tautîo
t eliglits-Lo petty idele ? Content, iuy bratser 1Ifle cammot
be content. Ife dlaims yen mere Lmait et-or, lits vîince me
mure urgent titan b)-ftre. For Jenu.s' 8ake, Ho lîleaxIs %vt l
you nen. As Josu.-' Father, wiîo touches you liy timat verv
Brotlier't hand-îalio tu 3 otir palmn iii .îei' imame, nlio
te y tuir own heatl, yoîtir ptatrton, yonr itirety-f fuinl : hîy J es9ils-
blotiti, who is y our ki;nstitaitredeumcr, and iii n lise rietou
bodly you hie lbeu cbaiieid aund brouglit uctar agatu te theu
ycnm-niumg bo8om ltf God :lie çalls te eauii sotul oif ytîu otit of.
Ris heaven this day: "My stoi, My sois, give nor tîtine
ie.art te me."

Still reatiinc thie Divine solicitation uundtr Nciv Test-tment
liglit, 1 dosiru noir tuî i t tîtat lighît f411 ,it it frmîîî anittier
8ide. Sjieaitig as tue .-,uther of ,fosts t.> is, Ltme hîroUîots cf
.Jcstu, Cod'e parental ton, iî f.-r more intelligible nor tai
it %vas tiefr-far warmer. tuo-f:r ioe autiieritative,
hecause lus fatlîerly relationtu te u in intititoly iuettmr seeit
than iL uset te ite. Beslides titis, hon-ci-r, it may aise ha
saiti that wiuen Goti a4ks cf us or liuort, we are Jn- uit a
botter positioin te und-mrstand what lu Io ally -%vants ; ftu -%ve
have scout Jesuis. S'o far, itiicd, an the tise gee of toîs
primitive andi hiblical iihraso-tlîe «'ieirt "-tiero is littIe
tlifficulty in understandinq the lotter of hlie deiuanti.
Possibiy fow of us coulti dolîne off-baud ail thuat je n-raîut up
in that siii pie coment mietaphor cf Script re. inatî's heart ;
but we know pmtty wohl wliat it mene feIr ail tluat. It is a
very naturai conjecture cf unecientifie people te think timat,
amen g tic varions organe cf the body, the lîoart is tie central
andi the chief. If the bhood lie the hife, then the icnrt is
beLl iLs seat-ses te say-te wlîich the blood retumne, and iLs
source, frein which iL fleuve forth agin te distribute vital
force tliroughout Lie body. à. very o viens atîîlegy hoas os
te use the sanie word for the real centre cf pew6r or of
imipulse in any system, or organisin whatevcr. IVe eny of


