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“PHOUGHTS ON PRAYER.

BY TUE REVEREND P. GRAY,

A

OF NORVAL.
¢ T will therefore that men pray everywhere, hit-
ing up holy hands, without wrath and doubung.”
=1 Tk 8.
i, ‘The passage of seripture at the head of this ar-
Higicle refers more particularly 1o the public prayers
i the house of God, but it is also a command and
;';!irec(ory for prayer in cvery placo and condi-
n.
= Prayeris the heart’s desire of helpless, depen.
Aent, yruilty man for aid, bounty, and pardon from
28 justly-offended God. It is ‘the longing of the
ul, when stung with remomse and terror, for o
oray of escape from impending wrath,—the cry of
& soul, partially enlizhitened, for succour from lisn
2uwho ix ¢ the refuge trom the storm—¢ Iard save
%g?me. I pensh?  Itis the calling upon God for de.
Sifiverance when distress of any kind is endured, and
hen it is felt that there is no help in man.  And
‘B is the hreathing of the sanctified heart for a closer
‘walk with God—for a brighter manifestatian of the
i grace of Christ—for u complete conformity to the
gxﬁtge of God'r dear*Son. .
" Praysr is suitable for men in every condition,
Gul it s indispeisallic A christinn “cannot live

tian without prayer. It i the knockmr ut hea-
pifmen's gate, without which that grate opens not—
ELthe enquiry ot God, without which the Llessings of
‘palvation never diffuse jov and gladuess over the
sgin-stricken soul. It 19 God's erdinance—God's
5AgiMl. God hears and answers prayer.
.. Itis therefore the duty and the privilege of all
men to pray—to come to the throne of grace by

hrist, the new .and living way, and there, ac-
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ﬁ}mw}cdging their helplemsuess, aind coufesving their
S guilt, to ask that his name may be glorified in de-
ering them from so great a death s that which
: the wages of xin.
ﬁ; Some will tell us that men of mch and such a
‘Aescription of character should not pray ; andsome
will refuse to join in prayer with those they call
sgmaconverted men—that s, in muny cascs, with
g‘lnc who follow not with them, forwetting that it
¥ is Gud's prerogative to try the heart, and that he
§ will take cffectual care that his same ud glory be
3> piot dishonoured by any.

It is truc we read of prayers that shall not be
"auswered—of sins that are not to be prayed for—
%% that shall never he forgriven 3 but not a word 1s
£ mid of the impropriety of praver, even in tho case
-where the petition is not granted ; and we cannot
:dell where that «in ir committed that shall not be
25 forgiven. We read that the suenfice of the wicked

i8'ap abomination unto the Lord. We hear God
Gigmying,—* When ye spresd forth your hands, 1
Pewill hide mine eyes froin you s vea, when ye make
omany pravers, I will not hear” But whenever
E<ave behold a poor creature, however guilty, crymg
o God for mercy—secking bim, it may be, with
any a cloud of crror and darkness around —it be-

posnes A not 10 zay thatsiuch a one s of the wick-

d, whoee prayerie an abomination—thzt he 1s
ching forth hands which the Lord regards not
making prayer which the Lord will not hear.
to the prejudices, bigotry, and cruelty of
says, “1 will that men pray every-
-and he takes measures to protect tho
of everv approach to his holy place, far
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txavithont prayer, aud 8 inan cnnnot become n chnse’

“poncipled ralers that ever hved,

more eflectually thun can do the moet sealons -
wolw ; for, in prayer. he say~ there unst by n s hift
mg up of holy hands, wuhout doubung.”  So
whatever obstacles mmen nay, in prde or wide.
rected zeal, patin the way of a poor sinner seek.
g Chnst, we need not wad them, God says
4 Come"—¢¢ Came now uwd let us reason tosether,

! though your s be as scariet, they shall be winte

w3 syow 5 though they be ted ke cranson, they
shall be as wool” *

I, ‘I'he duty of prayer i presenbed and en.
joined upon alf men—"1 will that men pray "

It was Puols camest wishe e Apostle had
once hived without trie pray er, theugh e dud not
kuow that then; hut he was called by God'sgrace
—u change passed over him—and a4 wax smd of
the perseeutor of God's people, +* Behold, e prav-
cth 3" und ever since that memorzhie day when
Christ was revealed an i, pruyer was s con.
stant and dehightfol pracnce. e knew the value
of prayer—the joy of connninon with God  So
hghly did he prize the Blesangs gven mansserto
prayer, that for them ho was willzug to endure, and
did endare, unheard of suffenngs without u sipli.
So full was he with what Gud had done for hies
soul, that hie could not contamn . hamselt=hix swell-
ng heart was hke to bhunt—the benefit wis too
great for Ins shouldems (o bearewand so he uvates
CVErY SIer—every man 1o come with b and
call upon the Lord, and be partahers of redecunng
love. Oh!af ve kiew whot § know, he says—n
Ye raw what Tece—if ye cnjored what 1 enjey,

Lam sure ye would pray! 1 wiil—{ wah Wit

wien would pray.

But the Apwstle spoke s he was moved by the
Holy Ghost, and what was Paul's wish was the
Spint’s will—not the sheolute soverezn will of Gud,
for thut cannot he resisted—but God's desire—thie
same will us 18 spoken of 1 u preceding vene,
where it 2 said, ¢ God wiil have all men to be
saved —the same will s Chast's, when he saysof
the gmilty and doomed Jerusalem, . * JHow often
would 1 have gathered thy cluidren together, and
ye would not ¥ So we have God's. pernusvion
and command, and it is Ged’s sincere dwire that
we call upox him in prayer. i

‘The Apostle introduces this injuncuon to prayer
by the word ¢ therefore,” which inasks its conner-
tion with the foregoing couteat. At the bemumng
of the chapter, he bad eaboited that * supphca-

tions, prayers, and giving of thanks, be mude for

allin~n; for kangs and alf thatuge sn anthonty,” &e.
Consider for amoment who were hings and men
in authority in Paul's duys—Herud, Pilate, Nero,
and such bke~-a st of the moat wiched and un-
11 they were to
e prayed for by God's: peaple, they myght also, it
God would but mnclme their hearts to repentance,
pray for themeelves 5 and af they nught call ngon
God for merey, where s the smncr who may not
draw ucar to the throne of grace? \Who can be
wore of an mcarnate fiend thay was the cxecrable
Nero?

Agrun, the Apostle has also sad m a prcccdmﬁv
verse, that Chast « grave hunsclt a ransom tor ail.
He docs not mean that Chinst pard the price of re-
demption for every han, for then every man weunkd
he redeemod 5 and the sad truth 1s oo apparent,
both fromn senpture and observation, that the re-
decraed of Chinst arcbut a remmant.  The Apostic
was speaking of men w different degrecs or c.asses.
The fint chnstiaus, mtcepreting too hicrally some
of the words of Chnst, perhaps consulored that the
poor wero the special objects of b wercy, or at
least that the rulers of those days, who wers not
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only pesseentor of the church, hut slxo men of <he
et debiared and veeio s charai tor, were eveluded
froms any hope of salvagon ‘o conest t uneror,
the Apodtle xays, Chrat gove el a sunsom for
that is, for men in every yank, condition, and

Christ also@uve hinsell a raesm for afl i
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o the senme that he ollerx the Wesstngs of salvation

withaut money und witivnt pree o every hearer
t the goxpel, and ndde, +¢ Hm that cometh unto
me [ willin ne wise east ot Paul wasordained
10 preach tas gonpel—to offer n free nud suflicient
Jeang, one able sud willir to save to the ut. -
mest all who come wuto God by hun—to cvery
man within the reacty of lne yorre—therofom ho
Curges them to prayer, well kuowing that o they
called i truth upon the Loxd alones the wo'k of
tiwe redemnpt on was b, Nothang ean be moro
true than tuat * wathout fusthcat s inposibe to
preise God and wittiout the Holy Spint we eannot
prave—tni praver woong duty notwathstandimg § ond
m oy neere heartn't denns, add:essel (o God, there
s be futh though it iy be wealt —there i
the sp aty o th haoperat:ons mas he wiknowa.
Soo ot ant any wieo woull see God's face ia
1,7 b cousiieds emen far o the aetey seat, wasts
[}H for some npn 0 qQis ific o '\l!( 1o Cuinie,
it wstantly by prayer and thanks nung let therr
reqnests beoanade knowa 1o God =1t them wk
Chanst's sume, as pens ang, a3 for blesanms whoso
vitlue cannot be estignated, nads for their enrou-
Tagrene ity Iot themn remember the wonls thnee ve-
veat.d in the omeies of truth, « Whanierer calleth
npan the name of the Lord shall be rarea.”

+ I Praver should e made 1o God m all circum-
L dtaseese wtad lnes, w every pace= Jial that
s men pray eneryirhere.”

1. Are youin advere crcnmstances 7 Tas all
eartlily rebuge fuded you!  “Fuen who w8 a rock
but our Gud 4 ‘Fu whom can you go but unto
um?  And, to eucourage You an your approach,
- consider thathe 13 the God of providence.  flo
has brouzhe you under the ealuniiy of (el to
sartle you from yous sleep, on the bank of perdi-
tion, or to patere you, that you may bnog forth
more frat. God has done @ an love, to humble
you, and to haag yvou m earmest to seek bis aple—
ta caly  truth on han a'one. Aud consider fur-
ther, there 13 an mdvocate abinye—an intercessor
Who 1s touetied waly a {ecling of our ity —
Who was tepied moall poinis as weare, vet with-
o sn—and come, €351 vonr basden apun hun—
prove the Lond, :wnd try the tnita of Jus word—
call upon me 1 the day of troubie, 1 will-deliver
thee.” ) ’

Are you in prosperous circumnstancex? Who
malies your ¢andle to shine”  Who continnes to
you your €anfons® Whacan make them bleses
tis snstend of elogs to your soul?  “Tiank G for
, s favours. Rest noton tham, but seck the giver,
y and unplere grace to naprave cvery merey.

Do you fear that you arc nupardoned. uarecon-

ciled sinzicr 7 God in Christ stuuds before you—
y the o3 es that onee ran m teams over doomed Jem-
, Silem e fixed wah swploring louks upon you.

He can of he wil! make you clean—you cannot
) help yourrelf—come and say, +* Wash thou ine.”
v Arcyou g und walkag by futh? Then
o You wall pray, for vou wiil feel a “law in your
o umben wamnng aganst the law “of your m.ud,
y and bz you nto captaaty to the law of sn,
s Which & your micinbzm.*  You will be con-
+ scious that you are saved by moace ; amd you will

cver be scehiug more grace to keep you from the
l evil, and to glorify your God
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