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ing them the uso of the Hall,

Dr. Begg then maved the appointment of
a Committee to consuler the suguestions
which il been made, regarding a re-publi-
cauon of the works of the Reformers.

After singing pant of the 19th Psalm, the
large neeting suparated.

The above avcount of the proceedmgs ot
this i'nportant meetmng, we have abridged
flom the reports in the Ldinburgh Witness,
amd pacly from tho-e in the Buaner of
Ulster. We understand that e principal
papers read. will be collected and publish-
el in a Tn-cemenary Commemorative
Yolume.

THE EFFECTS '1915\:“w REFORMA-
b

Address delivered by 1iev. Thos. MePherson, be-
Jore the Synod of I'ves, Church of Canade,
Fuathers, Brethren, and Christian Friends :

Were 1 o yield to the impulse of my own
feelings, { would surink from addressing
this hfrge and intelligent asssembly on the
most nomentous subject, which hias been so
cloquently ciscussed by the previous speak-
ers, not that 1 am miluenced Ly any mor-
bid sensibnlity relunve to my comparative

opulanity before such an andicnce as this,
Bul because bewg called, without tiineous
nolice to address you, I oiead dzing sreat
injustice 10 this brancteof the subject which
has been assigued e---The cesults of the
Scottish Reformation.??

The term S Reformation® dors nat liter-
ally unply improvemeut, butsimply theact
of ‘giving to anytnng another forw 5 and us
thi~ act 1s seldom denberately done, except
with ihe view of improvement, the term by
whieh the act 15 despmated has geacially
obtutned a favorable sigmfication.

That the Refonuauon in Scotland h::sgiv-
en 10 all thenags as farits mfluence has ex-
teaded 2 new form, cannot be denied, but
that that new form s iy unprovement on
the former state of ungs, is not universaliy
conceded. Al Reman Catholics are acens-
tomed to ook on the Reformation as a grie-
vaas curse, and not a blessing to the world.
Jhis, then is the question on which the
propricty of commemoraiing the Reforma-
tion work mainly tinges. I the ackpow-
tedged changes have been cleady injanvus
to men’s niierests, the penod and agen-
cies which produced them ought to be not
only lamented but excersted, and the pro-
aressof the work, which s productive of
disastrous results, as speedily i possible
counteracted.  The svoner the Protestant
cause is suppressed the better for the ner-
ests of hwnanity.  This 1s the view and
airnof all the enemies of the Relorinution.
Blinded, by prejudice aud early training, tv
alf the blessed fruits ol 1he glorious change.
the bigoted papist, even while enjoying in
the Brtist do:ninions the greatest privileges
consequent on theditfusion and watluenceof
Reformaton principles, privi‘eges of which
the subjects of popwsh ro'ers arenever al-
lowed o partake, aud L7 the sake of which
the oppressed inhabu uts of popish coun-
nes, maddencd by the \yrauny of their
heantlese rulers, are dnven w insurrection
am spite of all the whosily  weriors of the
epirnual power of their oppressors, will de-
cry the Reformation—the seurce of his in-
;umerab e blessings—as 2 work of the deo-

vil, and hate ard persecute wherever he
lias the puwer, wll who support these prinei-
ples, as hereties and schismatices, 10 o ex-
terminated from the face of the eanth.

The question chen wrises, whose viewsare
rivht,=" The pajet, o e protestant?
By their fichvs shail ye know them? Let
us therefore test the Refornation in Scot-
fand by thiserite fon, 1t cannot be dente 1,
exeept by such as ¢love durkuess ratherthan
dreht becnuce their deedsard evil, that tha
diffusion of knowledge is beueficialt s .ciety, ,
especially e knowledge of God’s revealed |
will tomen. Before the Reformation, abso-
lutely nothing was done by the ruiers of the -
chureh to promote that desirable end, and
this1sa fact atiested by unmiversal history and
corroborated by thepresent condition <f all
popish countries, ‘I'ke ariest and the Bible
have ever been antagonistic, it has ever
been in his view a daneerous book, not to
be tonched, but consizued 10 the flimes.—
Danzerous u is, uo doubt, uot 10 the tem-
port or cternal interests of men, but to the
priesteraft of popery, to the superstitions of
ignurance, and the aespotism of tyrants
dangerons to the boundless ghostly authority
of these who “make mercaandise of mens’
souls” aud lord it over God’s heritage.
Hence 1t is 2 hated and interdicted book,
even the iased and disingenuvous transin-
Iation which has beee forced from the pop-
ish hierarey by the example of Relonners,
cannot be wdiscriminately entrosted to the
lanty. It sets forth too much teuth for the
safety of the eraft.  But the Relormation in
Seotland has scattered Bibles inevery cot-
tage of th land, established schools in every
parish where the youth of the country have
divinetruths early impressed upon the mind,
erected colleges tor the suitable terining of
aministry qualified 10 iastruct the com-
munity, and spreadat convenicnt distances
sanctuanes throuzh the length and breadih
of the conutry for the pure worship of Gad,
amd the edification of his people.  This has
resu ted mn an enlightened and inicligent
{ poputation, not 10 t¢ excelled by any vther
| fattan o the vorld. 17, then, Iam asked tof

show the good fruits of the Reformation in
! Scatland 1 haive only to point to her multi- |
i plivity of Bibles, her excellent system of |
seriptural schools, her colleges aud I~
erury nstitutions, her chnstian churches,
her learned divines, and her distinguished
philusophers, all combuning to convert the
natutaliy barren suad of 2 mountamons coun-

try mto fertle fielas, and by diffusing a
spint of moralty aud honest industry, ren-
denng the poputation rich, p ogpusous, in-
telhizent and happy.  Look to Scotland as
inflacuced by her Reformation, and con-
trast her present with her ante-Retonnation
stute. How great the contrast!  How differ-
cat hier condition from that of any popish
country !

The light of Rible truth has ever been
favorable 1o indastry, sobriety, and ccono-
wmy, aml consequently productive of wealth,
and temporal prosperity.  This is patent to
every unprejudiced observer.  Wherever
popery reuens, its debasing sway is marked
with beggary and crime. ” In_ the south of
Ireland, with a richer =oil and a more con-
cenial climate than in the nonth, the mass
of the penple are steeped n poverty, depen-
dent in seasons of scarcily on R *frale in
aid™ tevied off the nutth for their subsis-
tence.  In haly, the garden of the world,

but the centre of popery, tho squalid mis-

ery of the liege subjectsof Ihs Holmess is
athemeo of every tourist. In Canada a pop-
ish distriet is marked as :uch by its wretched
hovels, aite slovenly awiculture, and 1ts rag-
sed settlers,  In every part of the world
popery i3 in this respect, as it professes to
be in more important mauttess, everthe same,
lts own votaries cannot but see this, and are
sadly puzzled to accoumt fur st. I have
kuown some of them console themselves
with the thought that it accords with the
arrangements of Providence to mve the
protestants, hike Dives, the good things of
this world, and to the catholics the eval
things, to canse them to seek the comlonts
in store for them in the world tocome,

The Reformation has not only spread the
knov:ledge of religions truth, amd promoted
industry, but it has olso expandea the ha-
wnan mind, and wiven scope to its faculties.
In the durk azes prior 10 the Refvrmation,
it is granted that philosophic sulyects were
carefully studied by sume men of gieat
minds who could not be confined by the
general  routine of monastie hfe.  But
did popery countenance such?  Were they
at full liberty to prosecute their rescarches,
into the laws of nature, and draw rattonal
deductions from thewr diszovernes of fucts?
Were they not bound by ecclesiastical dog-
mas, beyend or contrary to which, they daie
not promulgate principle ar doctrines how-
ever accordant with the clearast hight of
philosophic truth.  What Pioiestant wouid
award a dungeon as the righteous doom of
the heresy of believiug in the diurnal mo-
tion of the earth ?

Besides, the Relormation has 1e? pluloso-
pliytinto a new chaunel. Iis subjects of m-
vestigation are of a more practical and pro-
fitable natuee.  Hence the discovenes of
the power of steam, clectnicity, magmtude,
&e., hence the application of these powers
ts manufactures, cominerce, and cven agri-
culture, and hence the almost aumnlation
of time, space, and oppressive mauual
labour. The philosuphy and science of the
present day does not consist of vam bab-
lings. What grave philosophers would now
sit " in keen disputaion as o the num-
ber of augels that could dance together in
the paint of & cambnie needle.  Such, how-
ever, wasthe “plujosuphy, falsely so cailed”
of the sages o{ the olden ume, and such
would have beenthe philosophy of sages of
the present day, if Rome had her wall and
her way.  Why at is but very recently that
the satety of refigion being endangered by
the introduction of Railways into the Siates
of the Church was decided; f it be yet tully
decided, and centainly the introduction of
steass power to agriculture would be mnk
heresy to men «who are accustomed to use no
better plough than the pmut of a crovked
stick, with natoral forks for hand:es.

Much might be said on the beaefical te-
sults of the Reformation, as 1t has kud the
foundation of civil and rehgous hberty.
Papery is essentially a system of boudage.
The priest professing to have the keys of
the cternal world, and the destiuy of im-
mortal souls in their hands, wiclds a terrific
power over his deluded victims, a power
frein which the highest auvgel would shrink
under a sense of incompetency.  But the
blind volary of Rome, tuught from infancy
assuredly to believe in tins power, like the
veriest slave, prostrates  hunself at the feet
of hitn who can save or destroy. He must
do ashe is directed, speak as directed, and



