
214 NOTES UPON A DISOjul*SE (OX CHIRISTIAN ]BAPTrSM.

cc 13y Chîristian baptism wc arc to undcrstand, a religious ci -exnany
performcd by %vatcr. applicd ta proper sutjeets, by a propcr tdminîs-
trator, il, tiie nauxe of the trinity." Certatiily tlxis is a very fair bagir-
ining; and if tliis bc ajust -spctiien of' tlexst-fruiîs, the after gatIxerings
mnust ho iu the highest degrc fclieitous, and the termination mare
than triuuxplant. The 'iwe" wlio ' are to understand" refers without
daubt ta ail thase honest elitirchi-goers whio accept "- the like preciaus
faith" contained in the crccd of our author, "whao by reasan af use
liave their scnscs cxcrciscd to, dis'cir"-ivlhat? MIxy that '-*Christian
baptisin is a ceremauoy 1 rfornxcd by water ipp]icd ta praper subjeots.11
Thie simple souls iwha tauglit tbcoiogy immnediately after Christ rose
to licaven, wcre not cudowctl i'ith the spirit of interpretatian sucli as
ivould tally witi iMr. l. s lexicon ; for, in those days, ix> roference to
baptisai, if there vras any cerùmony inx thie case, or anythiing like an
application, it was the ccrcmouy of persans applying for a grave to be
buried withi their Lord, and thon yiclding subuxissively ta the burial
b> gaing "ldown iuta the wvater" anxd again :camiii, up out of the water,"
instead of baviug watcr applicd ta tlieni. Thie ccrenxony ana the applica-
tion were an this wvise, as wc shial niore el:xborately show wben we get
past the partica of aur autlior's temple. Meantinie it mnust be rcxnem-
bered that briptisin, according to the ])r.'s pamphlet, is '-a ceremany
-water applied ta proper stibj-trt, by a proper administratar, la the
mxane ofthc triinity :" a dcfiiîion ilat would as ivell suit the first
1Roman Canton of Italy as Mr. Il tilisoii's diocese of the County of
Niagara. To fixxd ' a proper adxuixisrator,' anc Nyho cauld porfarin the
cereuioany of appiyiixg w'atcr ta persans lu order ta baptize them,
and ta discaver slich lagnea'trinity' inx either Jewisli or Christian
seriptures, are by us classcdl %ith those patent spiritual discaveries yet
ta be miade, and wlxlch arc oxxly specculatcd upan by a certain clase af
cecolesiastical philosophiers ivha seem ta have lost coxupass, telescape,
and ail reliable rcckzoning,, and viia thxerciore in the sadness of sad
pliglit enter upan thec study af what is fanciful, unsubstantial, and
prablematical.

Strange as the defluition af baptirn is, we are prepared ta acknaw-
Iedge, when the design is spokzen af, that the Dr. puts upan it full
,value aud perhaps mare. B-aptism is po ucd"a isacrament
of the Christian charchi in wliieh is carnxunicated grace ta the receiver,
accarding ta the divine nppointumexit. Again, "- it is an ordinance by
which its subjees are graftcd juta the boady af Christ." And again,
"we regard bapltismua rgnrain- ii baptisin there is a change


