
THE CHRISTIAN DAN NZR. 6

A DISCWPLINARY ESSAY.

They grc'tly m iv ho cxpcct to find a liturgy, or a codc of laws
in die Nciv Institution, dcsigncd to govern elîristians citlîer in their

private or public relations anîd cliaracter. This nîayý bc feund in dhe
()Id Inîstitution wliicl the Gou' of Abraham set up anionçgst the child-
ron of the fleclî. Tite nation of te Jews afford both deinoustration and
proof tliat inan c.annot ho govcrticd or controlled cithier iii picty or
nîorality by any e!xtrein.*;ie laiv, hiowever excellent or -,p*r*t-i-al. Thei
forîaier institution was -an inistiltutioni of laiw-thc nelw .n institution of
favor. Cliristiaiis are iiot now, îior werc thicy ever, under 11.11v, but un-
der favor. 1eiciCUQarno the Apo>t'ie :--Sin hahl not lord it over
yen ; for yent are nol tendcr law, but uzcJao.> A single mlonosyl-
lable riricciits the active principle, or law of subordination and of

ipractital nîorahity ivhicl àt liîfoldii. That iinonosyllable 15T.vF
I"Love is tlie obJllw f [Ae ivholc lauý."1 fiixe glad tidliing, of theJdivine philandihropy is the instrumnent cir mnedium of the inspiration of
this principlu. 'j'lic New Institution wîites upùn the hecarts, zuid not

jon inarble, the govcrniing prineiples or laws of ail rliesaid moral
action. This truthi recognized and appreliendled, selves the diffeulty
whîici bias puizzled se inany îninds, nnd se generally dlistraeted rcligi9uf3
society. Many eliri.tians have read and riuminmaged the aptosýtolie; wri-
tings with the spirit and expectations of a Jew in pertising the writîngs
of Moe- siii heait, but christians in profession. Tlwy have
seughît, but souglît in vain, for an express conlnanld or precdenit for
inatters as minute as the seamns in the sacerdotal robes, or the pins aud
pilasters cf the tabernacle.

The reite cr proxiinate causcs cf inost errors in diseiplinary pro-
I eecdings inay be traced cithier te the not perceivinig that tiie distiri-
guish1ring pculiarity of th-_ New, or Christian Institution, is tilis--that
it aims att g"O"Ieriing hinan action witlîeut, toiler, anid causes its vota-
ries te "serve in newness cf spirit,*' and net observing tli at the c;ongre-
gations whiclî christianity forins are dcesigîîied ratiier as sethoo!s, of moral
elcellcïîce, tîman as courts cf inquiiry possessed cf judicial authority.

To look stili fardier jute the genieus cf the New Institution i. yct
prerequisite te just conclusions on this subject. The New Institution,Lgoverning, religious and moral action by a law or prineiple engravcd
upon the heart, proposes certain acts cf private and public edificatiori


