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B3tt brethren, '1 venture to assert that the
principle of exp)(edîc, whecn applicd to
the service eof God in luis cîturcli, is flot
merely unscriJttral ; it is flot CYCIt prudent
or philosophical. Tiiere is a certain clas
for whoni cvery thing that scems bold and
indepcîîdent blas peculiar charnis. In gc-
neral, hiowevcr, mon otitside of the cliurcu,
and having noeclinii to religion, sec throughi
sucli artifice ruid condeman it. Practically
nething will bc gained, and muich wilI bc
lest. Is it a filet that the cbiurchi of the first
centuries gailied ln strength hy such a
course ? WVe know site did net. There
ivere many nominal christians added to lier
numbers, but the Lord did flot add te the
clînrch Ilsuch as slîould be saved." The
chutrclu, by such a course, car- inake infideis
in abundance ; but these are ready wben
the time arrives to "11crucify the Lord afreslb
and put him te open shanie." The victo-
ries of the churcit have been by lier " vit-
nessbearing"-e-ithier testifying that Jesus is
Christ, or by shiewing la their waik and
conversation that thcy have been with Jesus.
IlYe are my wittacsses saitli the Lord eof
liosts." "11Ye are episties eof Christ, kuown
and read of ail met.'>

MI. DUTY 0F VIE CIIURCII, AYD ESt'E-
CIAI:Y UlER OrrICE-1ItEUt5, WvxTI

IIESIPECT TO TIuE ANTIC1IRISTS
TUÂAT ARS IN TUE WORLD.

1. 1 assume, as a point concedled, tbat
ive ]lave te niake war with aatichrist.-
Bearing the charge impesed upon us, and
lying under the responsibility eof ordination
vows, it were botter fer us that wve biad no-
ver beeou bora than that ve, shoulil refuse te
"tcerne up te the hlp eof the Lord against
the mighity.>

2 It la just as well tee, that 1 sbould
mention at once the wcapens tvhich the
Master bas previded for us. Ycs, wldch lue
lues previded. When a general is about te
lead eut bis armies, either fer effence or
defence, lie does net permit ecd soldier te
bring with him into tie field wliatover wea-
pion hie may be able te lay bis band upen.-
The arma are previded, and if tic soidier do
net knowv how te use tbem ho must learu.
Our Lord and leader, tlue great captutin eof
Our salvation, bas provided the iveapons
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with wluich we are required te, contend
against biis enienfies. Thecy are net, wve
admit, sticb ils ceunmend tlîcînselves te
worldly Nvibdoni. On the contrary, the
wverld despises them. WCe be0%vever, have
ne choice iii the natter. Regnrding tient,
the apostle, speaking fer Iiiniself as well as
for tus, says, Il The iveapons eof etr wvnrtare
are net cnrnal, buit mighuty tlîreîgli Ged te
tue pulling tlewu of strenglbolds."

3. A wvord as to thu enemies wvith which
we have te contend. Ait army may net
a1lvays be matde up of sûidiers, ivho wear
the samne ttniferm, or wv1îe figlit under the
sanie standard. The tribes et' Isael luad
ch. domoe distinctive badge. But iviiei

tho A.malekites or aiîy othor enenuy attack-
ed any p)art eft' de hîost, they could ail bo
dIrmwn te the defence. Just se, the churclu
et' Christ (or the cbutrch militant) is nec
cenfined te, one particular denominatien.-
AUl tiierefere wlîe kutow and love the Lord
Jeans shîeuld censider thiat they biave coin-
mon foes-and thiese are tbe antichirists that
are iii the world. Instead theret'ore of
firing into caci, others ranks-weakeiiing
and dispersing conipanies mûrsballed under
Christ, tltey shîould ball cach other as bre-
thren ; and severally endeavour te do
Christ's wverk, by expelling antichîrists frein
their midat, or by mnking cemmen cause
againsc thte cuemies of the Reemer.

And now while, in accordance with. the
languageofet Seri>,ture, 1 have been speak-
ing et' the office-bearers of the churci eof
Christ as seldiers, I would, in thte language
of one et' the wvorld's great generals, put
the question, etWbat are our marehing
orders 1" And deing se, 1 shial cadeavour
te supply the answer. First,-We are net
permitted te, iake ternis witli tbe eueniy>
and retire, neither party clairning tie vie-
tory. :Rome, in bier palmy days, neyer
weuld condescend te treat witu an enemy
on elqual terms; evea theughi hier armies
had suffered defeat, she seorned a comn-
promise; sho could fight again, but neyer
could sbe ceusent te enter inte. a treaty
until her enemny lay vanquislied at bier feet.
FelIew soldiers, this is a part oft our instruc-
tiens. Christ dlaim the world as a part of
bis universal Lingdom. Fis dlaim is juat.
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