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arrival of the mail sufliced for the wants of
theinhabitants.  One of the youths was the

son of a pious woman who had devoted him

from his infancy to the service of God, as 2

nissionary,  His name was Samuel J.

Mills.  One of his companions was Adoni-
ram Judson.  ‘The five lads talked of Asia,

and its moval davkness.  Mills proposed that

they should send the gospel to Asia, and

added, that they “could do it it they

would.”  In these obscure and scemingly

uninfluentinl  circumstances, occurring a-

mong nameless youths, in regions unknown

and little else than desert, we have the

origin of the American Board of Commis-

sioners for Foreign Missions, now one of
the greatest, most carnest, and most honour-

ed of our organizations for sending the

gospel 10 the hieathen.  The christian mind

of America was then opening, as that of
Britain had begun a little earlier to open, to

a sense of obligation in vegard to the dark”
places of the carth.  Several of our mis-

socicties began their cowrse during

sing vears of last century. A copy

of the sermons delivered at the formation of
the London Society was sent outto meri-

ca—read with avidity—reprinted, and wide-

Iy circulated.  The seed dropped by Mills

fell on ground prepared for its reception by

agencies such as this, and the noble mis-

sionary effort of American Christinns are

its goodly frnits.

Missionary _enterprise is entered upon in
obedienee to the Redeemer’s commiand, and
in faith that his blessing shall give it sue-
cess. No hwman undertaking has betteror
surer ground o rest upon.  But we have
now something additional to faith—we
have experience.  Missionary effort has
heen unceasing for now a full half century.
We are able to see how far faith has heen
Justified by results.  One of two things
must have happened. Tither missions have,
as it was trusted, trned many 1o righteons-
ness, and given us a visible success which
even unbelievers can no longer gainsay.  Or
it has been all the while merely a sowing of
seed, and theve js, as yet, nothing for us hut
10 sow ont in hope—hope so suve that even
half’ a century of delay and disappointment
may not he sufivred 1o dasgh it. The ex-
perience of the Americay, as of other wia
sions, exhibits s wondrous measure of faith
on the part of the Chuvel and of fultihnent
on the part of her Head.

It is more the practice with the American
Churches than it has ever heen with our-
selves 10 enirnst to o distinet organization |
the entire administration of the missionary
enterprise.  Churches, as such, have ive-
quently no missions, A board composed of !
members of several churches veceives and
expends the offerings which the membersof |
these churehes make to the wissionay
cause, The Awerican Board of Cowm

sioners for Foreigm Migsions is the oraan by
which the missionary zeal of the Congresa.
tional and New  School  Presbyterian
Churches expresses itself.  Although in-
ferior inexient to some of the great Yinglish
socieries, its operations have been for many
years upon a nobly libeval seale. Tts annual
revenue has reached £90,000. During its
career one million and (hree quarters ster-
ling have been expended.  Towr hundred
and forty-one ordained missionaries have
been sent forth, and cight hundred and
seventy unordained. Thirty-nine distinet
missions have Leen established, embracing
two hundred and sixty-nine stations and
outstations.  Four hundred and firty-eighe
native preachers ave employed.  Rising out
of these stations one hundred and forty-
nine chuarehies have been formed, into which
have been gathered fifty-five thousand mem-
Lers.  Ten thousand children are now in
attendance upon the three hundred and
sixty nine schools of the Boawd.  The
missionaries of the Board have spoken the
word of lile in forty-two foreign langruages,
twenty of which had to be reduced 10
writing by themselves before it was possible
that thie savages who used them could be
taught to read.

The annals of the American Board
present ws with successes which if ot
actually greater are, at least, more striking
than most of our other missionary trinmphs.
The Board was led, at an exrly period to
hestow a good deal of atiention upon the
North American Indiams, and the inhabi-
tants of the Sandwich Xslands.  The results
of their lubours in these ficlds wd very
marvellous,  We have no anissionary suc-
cess more rapid or more complete. 1t is
true that success 15 more visible in a small
comnuunity than i a laree. A measure of
sueeess which would be seaveely pereeptible
awony the millions of ludia would suflice
completely to Christianize a_ small com-
munity.  So it has happened in the Samd-
wich Islands.  We cannot help regavding
these little comnunities as 5o many models,
illustrative of the working and the results
of Clrizstian missions gracionsly exhibited
by the head of the Churel, for the encou-
ement of his people.  In twenty years
the Sandwich Iskands passed from death o
life~from scusuality indeseribable, from
degeadation almost beyond  belief, 10 the
enjoyment of all those wtold hlessings—
social, economical, spivituad, which follow
in the trais of Christianity. It was in 1820
that the American missionaries first Janded
on the islands.  lumanity has scavecly
ever fullen lower than 1o the level of the
Samlwich Tslanders. For sume yoars the
missivnaries Taboured in hope, transinied
the Bible into a language hitherto unwrit

Cteny and othurnise lid solidly the founda-
| tion of their grear work.

In 1834 their



