50

THE CANADA FARMER.

Marcen 15

Buying Stock,

One of the finst things whieh the young farmer has to | the yudgment of others he shoubd be all of one colour.
N n o imd, amomany eases, that howses of a bright bay colour,

vonsider i stech vg his fanm, is the proportion betwee
s stock and tio quantity of foml that will be necessar)
to support them

rrey are to be preferreds butdoasatiowof a horse of :\pu'ro‘in which most horses avo shod, lifts them up, as it were,
‘lm\'nlml Ire hias a wintestar, anda white fuot; hutin on short stilts so that the frog cannot perform its appro-

lack,
We

with & black mant and tal, ave goud as well as beautifal,
and these have comtunnly the tips of thewr cars and the

1t wall be essential for hum, of conrse, entremo parts of thess Jegs blach , 1t s also common for a

to deenle whether he will direet lus attention to breeding ' dapplegrey to have a white mane and tad, with the former

eattle, to dairy stoch, or store wmals.
etz he to rear stock for the market and that will be
castly determned by the character of the suil he hohis,

amd his pronamty to a goeod market), he witl require to
know fhow mueh stock Ins lamdl wall carry, beaause,

should ke overstock lis farm, he will be compelled tod
dispose of his eattle before they are fit for the butcher,
amd have to face, consequently, certam peetmary loss,
On the other hand, should he fail to make his calenlations
with necessary exactness, and stech s farm with an
madequate number of cattle, he will meur a diminution
of profit. Sir John Sinelair says, of buying eattle, “\When
the hide or skin feels soft and silky, it strongly mdieates
a tendeney in the animal to take on meat : and atas evie
dent that a fme and soft shin st be more clastic, and
ninre casily atretehad vut to racive any estraondinary
quantaty of flesh, than a thick or tough one At the
same time thick hides are of great importanee in varions
manafactures,  Indeed, they are necessary m eold coun-
tries, where cattie are much exposed to the inclemency of
the seasons 3 and in the bert breads of Highland cattle,
the shans thuck in pmsmrtmn to therr size, without hemg
3o tough as tu be prejudicial to thar capaaty for fatten- |
ing” M Bakewell, who did somuch to mmprove the
Breed of Leicesters, invariably attended to the following
ywints when purchasing stock :—Beauty of form, or a
pleasing proportion botween the various parts of the
antmal ; utthty of form, or a disposition to ac late
Hesh and fat on the best and most useful parts; a fine
quality of tlesh: and a propensity to fatten at an early
age, and in a short space of time. Youatt assures us
that he pard much attentson to what is genemlly termed
Fowéliness of the sk, or o mellowness and “softuess,
and yet fiumaess, oqually distant from the hard, dry,
i, squment poeenliar to sume eattle, and the loose and
tlabby feching of others, 1t may be added that it s
estuated thitthe best grazing-land in Lincolashire wall,
under favorable circumstances, support one ox and a sheep
per acre throughout the smnmer, and that the former wil

ain 20 stonee, or 250 Ibs,, and the latter 10 Ibs. a quar.
ter, or ) ha We may add that of the antumn should be
sell advancad before the stoch be purchased, it will be
deavsary tu stady the health of the animals 1M they
appear Jaled and foot-sore, they shauld he aveided, be-
cause, aithoush the discase may nat be exactly present,
they have evidently undergone a good deal of fatigue and
exposure, both predisposing mtluences to plenro-pmen-
moma aust foot-and-mouth 1 the stock are intended for
{attening, Jhoose thase which are rather above the
mediim - guahty, and thercfore svmewhat higher m
price. Those who give a preference to ather extreme
are seldom well pant 1 extremes are partly to gaide
choiee, the best quality and conscqucnt}y the highest
yriced will wenerally leave the Irgest retur for the food
cottsumed, providing that strict attention s bestowed on
ther comfort, buthas to housing and foud  As regards
sheep, 1t o i bat the highesthired

Woadd b harpe in mmd o
animals, whetker pure or crosees, are hikeliest to guve a
goud return for thar keepo— Eug. Lire Stock Journal,
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Seleating Horees by Their Qolonr.

In the case of hyrses, thure 13 no dvalt that fashien wath
regard to colour has been greatly miluenced by the special
quahities asually found m combmation with special tints
or shades 3 though at by no means follons that a colt un
crrngly extubits the sume coluwred fude as ats immediate
pareiits. A writer at the closc of the last century stated
very broadly that not ouly among the Turkish horses were

.many of purce winte colour, but that in Persia there were
studs of them, several thensands in number; wailc it is a
well-known fact that until after the death of Prince
Albert, the Queen's state carmage was drawn by cight
creamecoluured horses, of whom a successions sl kept up
at Hampton Court.  dtrange to say, huwever, while the
ercanicolourei horse s nuted for powers of endurance,
the grey 18 hdd to be detiaent therem, and while black
horses are rarcly first rate an pomt of speed, the browns,
the chestnuta, and the lavs  the Iast mare capecially
are nnted for thar turl victories at Epsom and Dancaster

An author of good credat, treating of the mixture of
breeds 1n cattle, aud expeaally in hurses, advises, with e
zood deal of reason, to take care of the gond qualities of
the horse and of themare. e says, that an il bred horse
may beget a coft that may have a fair colour and shape,

Shoull ks de- 2

mentioned extrenuties white, such as thoe tips of the ears
amt the entreme parts of the legs 3 but for other coloured
horses, exeept the dun, we sebdom hind their manes and
taals of a colour different from that of the body ; butina
dun horse, the Jong haie in the mane and tail 18 commonly
black, and tor the wnst part there s a black hft down the
Back, winch 1s not a httle remarkable, as 1t 13 not observed
m any other creature eacept the ass or mule, that I
Rkuow of,

In a horse, indeed, 1t s enly a plam straght hie, but in
the ass there 13 alwo o cross stroke of black over the
shonlders, so that if the skin were to be opened and spread,
the black would eaxactly represent the figure of the cross,
as 1t a8 wepresented i paiting or earving for a crucitia
Some pretend to tell us, as to the cross upon an ass's
skin, that asses were not thus marked before the Christian
era, amd that none are now without the sign ; but upon
swhat good autionity they assert this, 1 know not.  Some
are of opmion that the Liadk it dwwn the back is a token
of strength, beause the ass that is warked wath 1t 1s
accounted  the strongest creature m the world among
ammals, aceording to the size.  Aud for tis reason asses
are used for carry ing heavy, and dravang haavy loads, 1€

]ﬂna Lift then be a mark of stren th n an ass, we may well

«ullqmsu it is not less s an a horse , and likewise me may
Judge 1t as also a s of strength w the males, and 1s pro.
duced by couplings between the horse and the asa: we
may well suppose that this hit, gencrally spealung, comes
trom the ass. —Cor. English Farmr.
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Tarcy Cattle.

Short-horn sales are heconung almost as ¢ sensational’ as
those of thoroughbred yearhings werea short time since,
and 1t 15 no uncommon thag for an ammal of the Bates or
Boath blood, cach of which struns has s respective
adimrers and even chatupions, to be skl fur 2 price equal
to that which a Dely wano v wonld have realized a few
years age.  These pedigries sefer only to the sales of
‘pedigree Short-horns'—that is to say, of stutialy uscribed
m the herdsbook, which 1s for cattle what the stad-book 13
for the turf; and from them we learn that winle 63 sales
held 1 Great Brtan 3 selded o totel of £225,088, 16x, G,
the 57 sales o Ameriea amvuated o 204,720, 63, 104,
Each of the Amenican sales amvunted, upan an average to
£3393, a3 aganst 43508 tor cach of tha Ll bsales s bat
the advantase dony unt o reality ramam with American
breeders, for though § fewer sales were held there, the
nmber of ammals dicposed of was witiun 10 of those soll
at home,  ‘Flie 2059 ~ wirt-huras sold i Amerniea averaged
L£19 cach, aud the 2087 sold 1 Grcat Britam £87 each,
The largest total realized at any one sale was £42,M9 16x,,
for wiich 51 annnals belon gng to tie late Torr, a Lincoln-
shire farmer, were disposed ot in September.  The highest
price given at ths sale was 2160 gmuneas, and the average of
the whole lot was £510, 13, Sl more remarkable was a
sale hicld 1n Scotland 2 weeh provisusly, when 39 animals,
the property of Lord Duranae fitchial £26,223 135, This
gave an average of L6327 S for each ananal, ene of which
went for 4300 umeas. At 4 thind sale 31 annnals fetched
wmore than £10,600, and there were severad others at which
the total was over £3,000, and the merge over £200,
The most successful sale held i dmcriea was that at which
$2 Short-horns fetchad £18,531 154 54, with an averagze of
£102 193, 94, for the whele number, onc of them reaching
£3225. At two othier sales 1 America, totals of rather
more than £10,000 were obtamed fur 35 and for 33 lots,
the average m both cases bung slightly vier and ander
£3u0.  These bgurs iaay Tn Ieft to speak for themselves;
but 1t 13 nupessthle to averd the suspision that purchasers
will not, 1n the long run, get the best of the bargans,
Agricultural Gazelte.
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Shoeing Horses,

An Enghsh jockev of expenence, writing upon tlus
gubject to the Lare Storf Journal, deprecates vehemently
the practice of panng and burmng folluwed by Llack.
snuths w fitting the shoe to the horse's foot.  He says .—
Mast of the horec.shaers of the conntry prepare thic foot,
it n shioe, and seeure 1t to the hoof in the same wanner
that a woad hutcher fits a shoe to an old wood or ox sled.
The wechamsm of a inree'« hoaf 13 oo of the most wonder-
ful and ingeninne struetures that ean be found i all the
waorks of the Creator  Heneath and 1n the rear of every
fnot there 192 frag, which 1s a touch and clastic pad for

appeaning beantiful , hic inay le also strong and vigorugs,
but of a vizvus -l.s,:umtmn. which may reader him in
capable ot cvur bang bruight tarale, without half destry

ing him. As to the choice of a stallion, a person of great | whichat s loaded. Thef

sreventing snjury to the ammal whenever he plants Ins
}mt on any hand suhetance  Larperolls or cylinders of
mdia rohber are plared heneath railroad cars to prevent

o —

briate functions. 1f wo lagk carcfully at the young horso
when heas trotting or ranmng, it will be perceived that
every foot is brought down to the ground ina manner that
the frog recaves the powerful blow, By this means all
wjury to the animal iz averded. Science teaches us to
permit the frog to develop and expand downwands, But
most blacksunths scem to think that the all-wise Creator
'made a mustahe when he formed tho hoofs of horses,
Hence they fallat the frog, with red-hot burnmg-rons, and
with edgo tools, and with any other apphance that will
enable them to remove this eatraneous excrescence.  Ilus-
trious muntes! Why not shave all the rough, catlous,
adipose tissue leneath their own leals, and allow the
bones to rest on a plate of iron mside of their own houts

aud shoes.
———e e

TFat Sheep for Heavy Flecco.

A wniter m the Country Gentleman says : —* Thero 18
much sad about ewes being too fat to breed well.  Inmy
experience of twenty years 1 have never seen anything that
led e to thnk o, providing the flesh was put on with
good pasture durmyg the summer, and a few roots with
good hay i the winter.  The fatter sheep become under
auch arcumstances, the more valuable 1 consider them.
There1s no time 1 the year when it pays bétter to feed a
amall allowance of grain daily than in the fall after the
teed gets frocen, aud 1t 15 not necessary to bring the flock
to the barn,

“1tasan old sayng that ‘sheep well-Novembered are
half wintered.”  Keep the ewes fat, and the lambs will be
fat aud the flecces heavy, 1 do not say that it s better to
have the lambs come early or late, but I do say that it is
better to have them fat ; but whether carly or late, they
are saleable. Al ewes that with good care will not raise
a lamb and shear four 1bs. of washed wool, should be sold.

{1 have some in my flock that will shear nine Ibs, and raise

apurof twins, and 1t custs no more to keep one than a
sh_cc[lb that slicars but three pounds. I think that no one
will hear the man who keeps his flock in this way, com-
plaining because his sheep arc all “run out,’ and do not
pay hun, and the hke.

*Tichs must be hept out of the flock; they aro the
warst encinies of the sheep, 1 they are not hilled they
will destroy the sheep, For killmg then I have tried
nothng betier than tobaceo yuice.”

-

Ovexfeeding Stock.

1t has been averred by some that breeding, or feeding
cattle 1s a kind of necessary evil, involving luss; but we
cannot help thimking that the expenienco of such, if traly
reported, avose from overlookng the fact that eunough, m
the way of feedmg, is better than a feast. There is no
doult considerable loss sustained sometimes through well-
meaut but short-sighted over kindness.  Too much food is
placed at one time before animals, with a view apparently
tolet them pick the choice morsels, the rest going to
waste; and still anotherresult of overfeeding is a'clo reing
of the alimentary organs and general derangement of the
mtestmes.  Ata latemecting of the Gloucestershire (Eng )
Farmers’ club, Mr. H. Cox of Mmnchinhampton narrated
some of s own experiences on this subjeet, from which
jwe make aneatract.  He smd :-=Several years ago Ihad
eight large oxen tied up Lo fatten, under the carc of an old
man who boasted of having been head baliff wore years
than I had been born. 1 put out for those ammals about
once a fortmght what I considered a hiberal allowance to
|Iast that time— 4 Ih. cake and 21b. meal each per day ;
Iswcc«ls and hay without limnit. The cake aud meal wero
always out before the time was more than half expired,
tbut the cattle would not fatten, and as often as I com-
iﬂ:uucd he retorted that they would fatten fast enough af
did not keep the key of the granary ; that the bay was
not good enough, and that he never could get fattmg hay
off those ullg, and that the swoeds ought to be washed.
1t was no use to reason with him ; so, without telling lum
my object, I got the four smallest out of my herd of years
lings 3 those wero allowed to run on a very poor bank,.
with a small shed to run back to, and I gave strict orders
that they should have nothing but the cleznings of the
mangers of the fatting beasts, and that the roots and to
i from the sweeds should be tahen out on the grass hanks
jfor them to pick over. In a few weeks the yearlings
tbegan to get very fresh, and I had to complan that they
i were getting too fat, as they were intended to turn out on
tthe common. The old mman declared with an oath that I
 was always grumbling, do what ho would, and that the
yearhings h:\qfnc\'cr had an ounce of anything more than I
1 had onlered.  Those beasts actually got fat much faster
i than the more pampered oncs, and wero sold to the butcher
(at about two yearauld at moro than cightscore per quarter,
and were fed with what tho others would have trampled
junder their feet.  If, after those beasts had got this good
tecondition, I had carried out my first intention and turned
them into poor keep, that condition would have bLeen

any inpurv to avy nart of the car or to the cargo with jwasted and the foud lost, yet how many beasts do lese

rog beneath the {oot of a horso s

u)gllsays, thatthedapple-bay, thewhite-bay,andthedapple- { desigued to subserve & simifar purpose. But the mauner

I

their condition twice or sometimes thrice during their firt
threo ycars? i



