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Grasses and Fovage Plants.
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The Now York Farmers' Club on Orchard Grass and
Clover,

At arecent meeting of the N. Y. Farmers' Club, a
discussion took place about Orchard Grass and Clover
The President, Mr. N. C. Ely, read a paper on the
subjeet, 1n wh.eh he advocated sow.ng orchard gr-ss
from the 20th of Auvgust ¢o the Ithof Septembers
in the climato of Western New York, which is very
similar to that of most of Western Canada. Ho also
gave an aceount of a successful cxperiment in the
way of sowing red clover along with orchard grass in
the carly fail. Orchard grass grows in bunches or
stools, and something is needed to grow with it which
will fill up and cover all the ground. Red clover is
carly cnough to cut about the same time as orchare
grass, but Mr. Ely had uever known of it being sow
in the fall successinlly. RSo last {all he tricd i a
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Cusing Fodder Corn,

Tout o0 Taavad something over an acre of Southern
while, 1o ller corn, & heavy growth, ma w y that
%oty o. me snd which proved quite satisfactory
u.tathstanding the very unfavorable weather. I
}-alp-evionsly cured it by shocking it i the field,
£1i1at:nded to treat thnsin the same way; buta
gvere shower with wind Iaad at all flag just before 1t

vag ut to cut, and so twisted the stalks that 1t would
not staml up, I was ‘dnven to the wall,’ and went
with reluctance. The corn when cut was lad in
bunches large enough to make mediunr sized bundles,
and without waiting for 1t to wilt, :t was beund near
the buts with straw and placed upon the wall single
or two bundles decp as to mize, and so that they migut
balance as neariy as might be. The buts were all
placed to tho north or west because more difficult to

cure than the leaf, and that they might bo more ex-
osed to the dry winds.  And [ thought the bundies
would be less hiable to be blown off, as the casterly
“&'lds are usually damp. Scatcely any of 1t did blon
off,
Tho corn was planted ot different times, and I be-
s cutting during the last week in August, We
had then 6 or § days of good dry weather, and finding
that what I had put on the wall first had cumed con-
aderably, I pmiled the bundles 3 or -4 deep and after-
wards filled the vacant spaces with later cuttings
<ome of the corn was grown upon land fran which o
stop of hay was taken last year. and it was qut.
rreen when cut.  This I did not mle so thick, bat
anad that the rain water dried off o quick that the
under sides of the bundles did not change their colo:
wid cured witnout bewsg damaged. I was surprisc
*hat so little water penetrated tho bunches, and no
‘iced that in most cases where the water remaine.
for uny length of time, that :t was where the bundles
were laid partly crosswiso of each other, which pre-
vented the water from cunaung off.
The fodder was put into the han a* diferent times
hetween Qct, 23 and Jvov. 8, hav.nz eund ¢n the wali
“~m 8 to 10 weeks Soamun Y renaswe had last
M male the top silraf tie fol or look bad, an.
A aspersons whoacuw ot f vn ol ctance thonght it
soi @, bat a g ikt cem ™ un satisfied them and
1 hab he iy ves g
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s worl Lhowe Loan i i vl oy been hurt somewhat
v lavnr ot the crowed olwre belsg cut, and ha
e wea hor bween weo e ©ovorable afterwards. Bu
iy eattle ate it read) 3ol those who saw it—1Ilarn
ew1s of New Yook a ooag the number, —stated tha

war e b s ocwld of any they ever saw.—Cur
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o Zmrove the Quality of Hay.

1.5 aue'ls able fact that the hay crop asgen
4 ystarel s farbelnnd what it should be in poin
qudity, If soil i3 so ill adapted to grass that:
;avy yinld cannot be obtained, there is no exeus.

»- hav.ug an inferior grade.  An cxchange, and wi
2 (4 to be unable to say what one, gives the fol
+ving on the subjeet :

1 h.s land is net paturally fitted for grass, ther
¢ vep two ways in cither of wlich the farmer ma;
1eceed in obtaining good results. ‘The first and, o
12 as present results are concerned, the easiest wa:
» for him to obtain the seed of some of the varien

of grass which, while making first rate hay, are ale
adapted to his land.  For instance his land may be
wet and cold, filled with bog or sedge grass of miscr
able quality.

Now if the ewner will turn over the turf and let i
rot (meanwhile obtaining a crop of corn, nats, o
sume other grain), and then seed down with Atk
clover, 1ed top or even fowl meadow grass, he wil
not only greatly improve the quality of his hay but
also increasa the quantity  Liven timothy can L.
sown on wet land and for a few years produce goo
crops. The tendeney is, of course, for the old wil
zrass to supplant the improved kinds, although th
2lover, being natural for wet lands, is said to ho!
its own a great while evenin cold and poor lam
1f this course is pursued it 13 probable that the pro
cess will have to be repeated every four or five yea
in order to mantain a first rate quality of hay

This system, as we said above, i+ the castest an',
as far as present results are concerned, without an
regard to future comfort or profit, the most profitabic
method to be pursued. But if the farmer looks t
the future, as all men ought, and cndeavars to pro
vide not only for the present but alsn to prepare fo
the fature, he naturally desires some method of
provement which shall be successful n its presen
results, and also be of permanent value to himsel
and to his farm. This method 1s found in a systeny
of thorough drainage and high manuring, It is ob
jected that these things are too expensive? Re
member that everything of value is cxpensive. It
costs to improve it, but the nnprovementis a pex
petual benetit. Every vew it pays somethung to
ward the expense.  Suppose a case:

A farmer has a meadow contamng ten acres of
ood land with the exception of bemg eotd and wet
ecange 1818 wet 1t 13 cold, and because it 13 wet and

cold both, 1t will produce only a very inferior quahty
of hay, 1t 1s not smtable for other ¢rops.  All that
he does with the land 1s to mow 1t once A year. 1l
obtamns about a ton of hay per acre, and when well
cured it 18 worth about ten doliars  The land he
calls worth about fiity dollars per acre. Now Ict
nun dig *large ditches to take off the surplus watcr,
Iet him expond in tlis way two hundred dollars

on the lot,

The dirt thrown out of the ditches will be worth
at least tity dollars—probably mere—to put mto the
barnyard for compost  Thia will leave one hundred
and tifty dollars ay t 1e ¢ st o tl e smproves ent of the
ten acres. ‘1he land Wit now be m conution to
bear grass or any hoed crop, and will be worth one
nundred dollars per acre. It will produce from one
to two tons of hay per aere, and the labor of on-
aumng the crop will be much less than 1t was before
she land was dramed. Now apply manure, and
arge and valuable crops will be outawed  The 1n-
sreased value of the crop willin two or three years
ay tor all the work, while the land will Le worth
.ouble the price it would sell for before 1t wasam-
proveG.~0Ohio Farmer.

Improving Meadows,

Just after haying is fint hed every farmer Lkuows
»xactly where he cut the heaviest rrass, and just
where the unproductivo acres are, and then is the
sroper time to improve them. It 1s too gonerally
relieved that when a meadow has become sod bound
and unproductive, a course of ploughing and crop-
smz by rotatin and seceding down 1s necessary, in
wwder to obtain a heavy growth of giass.

This method 13 good, providing two diflicultics are
wercome : first, when only a portion of a weid re-
wires renewine, it 13 ditfivult to remove a ciop of
orn (wlich 1s almost mvanably raiced flist) from the
.ound m tune to se_ ure the tail iced on the balance
1 the field before the frost hrs miured it, as the
ncadow becomes too wet and soft to allow cattle and
wnges {0 tratp upon it

Sceond, when sotl i3 onee turned, farmers are apt
-0 keep 1t under the plaugh too lon: ; hence 0 many
«res of poor land upon the farms of Okio husband-
wen.  Land should always be stocked down before
hie oldsod has entirely rotted awry. The two above

uaned diffieulties hate kept handreds of acres of

cadow land lying m aliwust uccless cunaats nfor
Jers.

Experienee has taught many, however, that to
enavate meadow land pleaghing is not regwred.

he partly barren places should be warked gut, and
w the month of September recerve a good top dressing
f manure and be thoroughly harrowed up, dragge
att] the oli sad 18 entuely broken up and toin in
deces, then stocked with one peck of pure timothy
ced per aere, and drag lightly.

The trouhe 1s, the gi.ss suots beeaing 5o coms-
acted and mterwoven that they car vz ramr’y, and
nreign matter works in. A coat of manure, thorough
arrowmz and seeding wall cuuse suthep nt orerease
+i grass the fisst year to more than may for labors be-
towed.  If in the {2112 18 discoveiwi that by reason
f drouth or any other cause the sced hasnot grown,
t shounld be restocked without draggr g an the latter
mrt of March., \We have had the best luck when
stocking mn spring by sowing upon a hight snew,

There 15 another thing that too many farmers
wglect and that 1s the putting of meadows :n proper
hape for the mowing maciune, The time spent
wwing around stumps, llocks. logs and trees, with
. hand scythe, amounts to more 11 a sceason or two
fian wonld be required to remove them all, aad
nike the imeadow forever aiteawards clear and
month.

We have noticed that farmers who apply a1l of
heir barn manure to their meadowan the il pros
‘uce the heaviest crops of all kinds wpon hex: fanms,
The reason is this : manure lywmg i the mle wnt:l
allbecomesde omposedandmore valuable, andathang
all applied to meadows, there 18 none for piovghed
nound.  So bué two or three crops will Le taiiea off,
hen sown to clover and the sccond crop pluughed
ander, then stocked down, and a tew pccephghed.
1t makes easy tillage and large proiits. — Ui far uwer,

Top-Dressing Giass Laad,

If any one has any manure to spare at this season
of the year, he need notivar to app.y it just nov, nnd
hat, too, pretty liberally. Maony mdecd think thet
ww, just as the grass is rapidly growmg, is the vy
aest tuee of all the year It does not reazin bng’

aposed if apphied now,  The graes grows up around
tand gives it shade and keeps it mast in “act forms
« complete protection ag.inst loss by cvapmat-on that
may beeaused by thesus an Lthewmd  “Asa soucial
rale we picfer to top dress m the fall, as at gnes a
goud winter protection and prepaes the grotad
lmrably for woile m the suing, but of there s any
Int that needs a dress ng, the next best tume 18 just oy
the grass is starting into active growth.—Xassackus

selts Plouglonan,



