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' THE PROFES%OISLAND THE WHITE

The Profcssor.

Tell me, littlo violet whito,
If you will be so polite,

- Tell me how it came that you
Lost your pretty purple huc.
‘Were you blanched with sndden feurs?
‘Were you bleached with fairies’ tears?
Or was Damo Nature out of blue,
. Violet, when she came to you?

The Violct.
Tell me, silly mortal, first,
EreI salisfy your thirst ,
For the truth concerning me—
Why you are not like a tree?
Tell me why you move around,
Trying different kinds of ground,
‘With your funny legs and boots
In the placo of proper roots.

.

Tell me, mortal, why your head,
Where green branchesought to spread,
Is as shiny smooth as glass,
‘With just a fringe of frosty grass.
Tell me-—why, he's gone away ! -
Wonder why he wouldn't stay.
Can he be—vwell, I declare!—
Sensitive about his hair?
'—St, Nicholas. .
e el
OUR FATHERS: OUR MOTHERS.
HOW ARE*THEY CARED FOR {

They who were once the children, cher-
ished, petted and beloved; who were,
later on, the honored and respected heads
of families, ruling their own households
well, and giving in turn the samé loving
care to their flock which they received in

their own childhood and youth ; they who

were once useful and active members of
society, whose opinionswere sought and de-
ferred to, whose words had weight, and
whose influence was felt’ bhrouohout the
whole  community,—what shall be done
with them ?

A change has come overthem. Time in
its onward march works ravages with the
body and mind. The once strong hands
and willing feet are weakened by the in-
firmities of age. The active, fertile brain
works more slowly and lessclearly. Little

by little work and eare are given up, till

the man and woman come to realize thut
they are no lonper capable oft place in'the
working world ; that they must step aside
for rest, and yoll their burdens upon
younger and more able shoulders,

Happy they who know how to grow old
gracefully, and who fall into kind and lov-
ing hands as they journey toward the land
of nnmorhl youth.

What shall we do with the old folks?
TFor somechow there doesn’t seem to be a
Ssuporfiuity of willing hearts 'md ready
hands to assume their care.

Often it is the case that no one quite
wants them. Some members of the family
can’t possibly ** take them.”

One has a wife who says, she ain’t used
to old folks, and they’d worry the life out
of her in a year, sitting round in the way
and doing nothing ; and then, of course,
they'd be sick, ‘old folks always were, and
she don’t know anything about sickness.
She wouldn’t have married Jack at all if
she had had the least idea that he was go-
ing to take care of his father and mother.

bo Jack, who is really a good boy, though
wenk falls back on the Bible where it snys,

‘¢ A man shall leave his fnther and mother,
and cleave unto his wife.”

Another young man has the western
fever. No fmends, no persuusxons, no
money can hold him.  He is young, and he
can’t sacrifice all his prospects in life, he
must _provide for his own household, he
who doesn’t is ‘‘worse than an mhdel ”
He's sorry for the old folks, he is truly,
but he don’t see how he can stay.

Another don’t like living on a farm.
It's a dog's life anyway, and the old folks
never would be contented to leave their
old home.

Here isa fine young man who hasa call to
preach, and he longs to make his life one
great snerifice.  So he goes and leaves the
altar of homo that was waiting for and
needed just such an offering as he, and he
‘only, perhaps, could have lnid thercon.

But alas ! no one has a call to take care
of the old folks.- As with the sons so with
the daughters. They go away from home
to tench, to work in factories, to tend
counters, to becojne type-writers and tele-
graph operators, to” be trained as nurses,
to becomeo lady physicians to teach the

freedmen, to goas mlssxonanes to become
wives ; but, somehow, there is no nook in
their, abodes where father and mot‘,her cin
ﬁt in. -

‘So they stny on alone in the’ old home,
and in _their -unselfishness pray. for’ the
prosperity of théir children,

Do- these children make themselves a
nreater name and more money ? Perhaps

- Do they do more good and get more
1e'1.1 soul satisfaction ! Perlmps not.

And 86 it comes to pass that a multitude
of old people—gmndpa.rents, ‘parents,
uncles, aunts, brothers, sisters—are left to
be cared for by those who are not bound to
them by ties of kindred.

Their kin are kind to them in one way,

—-they come to see them ocmstomlly they
"I make them presents sometimes, they come

to them if they are sick, they weep over
their dead faces, and say, ‘** How much we
owe them !”

They give everything, perhaps, but just
what the dear old folks most wanted,—a
real home, the daily-ministration of lovmo
hearts, a.nd this, nob as a duty alone, but a
pnvﬂeo'e

One said pathetically of a dear old lady
who had been ewdured, who had taken the
poorest though she had done her best,
‘¢ Grandma’am folded her hands, and went

up to tho graveyard to rest. It was the
first time she’d ever had her own way since
she lived with Seth’s folks when they were
willing,”

Doy you say that this is too strong ? Do
you say that there are’ comparatively but
few old people who &re left to actually suf-
fer, that shere isalwayssome way provided
even when it looks dark ¢

I admit it. God does oftentimes have a
wonderful way of making up to them our
deficiencies with his goodness ; but whero
does our blessing come in ?

Will he fill ourcups to the very last if we
are remiss in duty? Are we not growing
old ourselves? How soon these active
brains and busy hands will reach the maxi-
mum of their powers, and begin to decline!
Are we prepared to be ]udged by the stand-
ard, ‘¢ With what measure ye mete it shall’
bo measured to you again ¥’

What more lovely swhb (for there are}:

grand exceptions, thank God !) than to see

the old and young in one family all joining’
to make one another happy and comfort: |

able, where the old are young and the
young old in their interests and endeavors
for each other?  You go out from such a

home feeling s thouah a. benediction had |-

fallen upon you.

I know a daughter in her prime who is
making the sweetest home for her aged
pn.rents and an sunt. - True, shé has some
privations, but she has more compenswtuons.
so she would tell you, and as her sweef,

satisfied face would bear testimony.

I think of another who was husband, son
and daughter to her widowed mother for
many years, and who now takes the great-
est comfort in the thought that the dear
one has reached thah better world to suffer
no.more

I brm«r to mmd o dear girl who is just
past the ‘Sweet prime of youth, who suys,
** I shall stay with father and mother now
that the boys are all gone,” and she is tho
light of that home ; and also another who
gave the best years of her life to the carve of
an invalid mother, at tho expense of \\'lmt
the world would call + good prospects.”

We do not know all the sacrifices these
daughters have made.. Such girls don’t say
much about sacrifices ; in fmct; they have
80 many compensations they Qon’6 think
much about them. -

We find, too, some happy examples
among the young men. We know of one
who is his father’s only stay in his declining
years in the care of a large farm, wlnle
brothers and friends have urvcd him to join
them in more congenial business ; ; and an-
other who gave up > for & time his great de-
sire for an education that he might be feet
and hands for an aged gmndfathel.

Then there was the . ‘‘only son of his
mother,” who when her health failed and
her mind became shattered, loft a lucrative
position and kept house for her, minister-
ing to her wants like a daughter to the
very last.

Such instances as these lelp us to keep
our faith in filial duty. Would that they
were more numerous.

These dear old folks deserve much from
our hands, not only for what they have
done for us and been to us in all the years

of our lxelplessness, but for what they are
and are soon to be..

A long life brings digmt:y, honor and re-y

spect, and the added mystery and beauty

of the life so soon to open up to them in-
vests them with a peculisr charm and in-

terest,—that life that is never to grow old,
that home where they will no longer: ‘need
rour most tendér and Joving ministrations,

What shall we do with the old fulks?
Love them, carefor them, work -for them,’

sacrifice for them, givethem'the warmest
corner at our firesides and .in our hearts,
and take our pay thankfully,. rev'erently,
—not in money, oh, no '-—C'harzt'z/ Snow in

| The Household.

S
FINDI\"G THE CONSTITUTION
BY APHIA G. '.l‘ILISON

“Jam just as ashamed as 1 can bo. A
glance at the flushed face of the speaker
confirmed the statement,

“ Why ?’ and Chester Lennox, -presi-
dent of the Endeavor Society, looked smil-

ingly into the eyes of the vice-president.’

* Well, I made a most astonishing dis-
covery. While."1ooking over some old
papers this afternoon, Tfound a model con-
stitution of the Y. P.. 8. C. -E. - Imagine|;
my chagrin upon learning that I bave
boen & membeér of a socieby for, two years
with no knowledge of its rules. Andmore
than that, T have been secretary, treasurer,

and aw now vice-president. - How_can I},

atone for the unconscious mjury I have
done ¥

¢ Now look here, May Wilcox, you need
not go on abusing yourself because of such
a trifle,” Chester interrupted lightly, for
he saw that the girl's eyes ‘were filling
with tears. ¢ You havenot committed any
very grievous wrong. The constxhutlon is
of little importance.”

**Don’t say that. Ib is of great 1mpor-
tance. OQur society is-at o standstill,
simply because we so little heed the rules
that other societies live up to. May we
not do something to increase the interest
and influence. of our society ? May we nob
do somethmg ¥
I don’t see what,” he returned in a
tone of mingled mdlgnntlon and indiffer-
sence.  ““ Wocan only be faithful ourselves.
We cannot dictate to othérs,” = “
¢*1 think we can to a‘certain extent but;
—just waib until I ani president.and see.’

A year has passed,.a year of great im-
portance to the Christian Endeavor Society,

To-night for the firsttime for ten months
Chester Lennox entersthe prayer-meeting,
He has been very ill, so ill that his friends
despaired of his life ; but to-fiight he sits
in his accustomed phce, thanking God
that he is once more permltbed to meet
with the young people.

-He is wholly unprepared for the changes
he finds. He looks inquiringly at the
young man who oceupies the leader’s
chair. e can scarcely believe his own
eyes as he recognized Luke Grey, who was
such a veritable infidel. The room is fasb
filling now, and he glances at May with a
guestion on his lips,

* Be prepared for many changes. Ihave
been president, you know,” she smilingly
answers, ’

Chester’s eyes opened wider and wider
when the meeting began. The leader
opened the meeting with a brief prayer,
followed by o service of song ; and Chester
noticed with pleasuro that the’ pianist
merely gave the.chord, then the active
members rose and 1epeated their pledge,
then a dozén sentence prayers, a few re-
marks by the leader, and the roll-call,

In the roll-call was the most genuine
surprise of all, for, as he heard. name after
name called, "he realized that nearly all
those formelly associaste - members were
now active. Somebody had been at work.

If X could but tell you the thoughts that
flashed through hismind ! “'When hisname
was called, he said, “Friends, I find my
heart too full to spenk to-night. When I
realize better the reason of -this transfor-
mation, I may do better. Bubt after what
I have seen and heard; I must reconsecrate
myself to my Master's service. He has
spared my life ; I will use it for him.”

When they stepped out upon the street
after the service was over, Chester said,
“Now, May, tell me how it was done ?”

“Why, there is nothing to tell, it all|
came about so naturally. When you were

taken ill, Tassumed the - dlgmty ‘of - pres1-
‘dent. T impressed 'upon”the mind of ‘the
Endeavorers that the constitution was:not:
a mere string of words, I'told them that it
‘contained rules and- suggestions that, fol-
lowed,  would: make - the society a- grand
success. Several of the others thonght as
I'did, and togéther ive brought the- ‘othiers
around to our way of thmkmg -‘We held*
mectings of the oxecutive. commibtee, of
the look-out, prayer-meeting, and social
committees ; n.nd there was at lnst & genu-
ine enthusiasm on tlie part of the whole
society.. The attendance increased ;. theo
meetings were more interesting ; everyone'
was .Llerb earnest. This fecling could not,
bé keopt in the society. It went outside,”

|and drew in the uninterested. There was

arevival.,. Our ranks were increased two--
fold.” T do not wonder that you were sur-
prised to-night when you saw Luke in the
leader’s ch'ur. but that is only the begin-
ning of marvellous things. God has been
very good to us. He has heard our
prayers,”

*‘You have done as you said you would,
have younot? Iam glad that T was ill if
I was a stumbling-block in the way of the
society’s usefulness. I see why I was ill,
and I see, also, how unfaithful I have been
in the past. God helping me, I will try to |
help carry on the good work, which has
been so well begun.”—Golden Rule.

PR N, .

Tre Bosron Traveller publishes the fol-
lowing: *“A seven-year-old Boston lad,
bulldm" ‘better than he knew,’ invented-
the other day anew and exceedingly appro-
printe name for the ordinary run of city
saloons. The little fellow knew that we’
bought tea at a tea-store and boots at a boot-.
store. 8o this kind of unconsciouy analogy
guided his speech. At the table the other
dny he broke out with the news: ¢TI seed
two men coming out of a drunk-store ; and
one of 'em was oxticated.” *Drunk-store,’
the Traveller recommends for general use
as the more nppropn.xte to the regular
business of such places.”
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TO SUBSCRIBERS IN.THE UNITED
STATES.

4 Our subscribers throughout thc United States

where International money orders cannot be
' [ procured can remit by money order, payable at

‘Rouscs Point Post Office, N, Y. State, or secure

an’ American Express Co. order,

payable at
Montreal, .
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NEW CLUB RATES. .

The following are tho NEw CLus RATES for
the MESSENGER, which are considerablyreduced;

B BT ) 1 2 030.
10 copxcs to, onenddress ...... E fg

o TSNS [ ¥ 3
100 ¢ T 20 G0

Samplo package supplied frce on application,
Joun DoueaLL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal,
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lBOIl.'.ING WATER OR MILK.
EPPS’S
CRATEFUL—COMFORTING.'

COSOA
5t

“By n thorough knowledge of the nntuml Iaws which

- govern the operations of ‘digestion an nutrition, and by

a careful ap ﬂhcnhon of the fine propertio of well- selccto.d
Cocon, Mr. Epps has provided our hreakfast tables with o
delicately. lavored beverago which mny save us mng
heavy doctors' bills, It is by the judicious usc of suel
artxclcs of diet thnt o constitution muy be gradunily built
up until strong cnough to resist every tendency to discase..
Hundreds of subtle inaludics are floating around us ready:
to attack wherever there is & weak point. - We wnny escnpo
many o fatal shaft by keeping oursclves wcll fortified with
auro blood andn pronerly nourished frame,"—Civil Scrmcc
aze 0
Mudo simply with bonhn water or milk. Sold only in
hnll’-pound tins, by grocers, labelled thus:
A‘H:.S EPPS & €O, Homaopathic Cllemlsta, N
’ Loxx(lon, England.
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