
Labor and the Engineer

Sir,—Dr. Mann, in his report on engineering 
education, makes note in passing : Back in 191A
people believed that the war could not last long bee u 
money enough could not be found to nance 
three years of experience has. made it cear to every n 
that, although money is plentiful, it is use ess i 
nothing to buy.”

A simple and homely illustration that 
illuminate another phase of the same idea. imtrv
ten men start out together in our Canadian North country
to make homes for themselves. lhcy . ave ca“ , and 
and dollars in cash. They are of different trades and
callings. The country into which they go^ by
yielding up the necessities of lue. X , ,
Informing each the f”he doe, for

wages. We imagine them isolated from 
world.

serve to 
ume that

thous-

on collectively, the working capital wo.-Id ■=v.d=n ,k

‘he - - « -h«
re^"ed,iV„t:ki-E™1n,,men,, nmo^t the differ-

in one another they tould £ ,1

honored conclusion that, while capital is helpless.w.thou 
labor labor is far from helpless, though handicapped

“S.'u.ntlrer «*p~, tha, h,

against the circulating mec!‘um ™ of a roulette
other artifice, one man, like th ;n
wheel, would eventually get control of all he y
the hypothetical community.

We could go on complicating 
introducing new considerations unti without
complex as that of actual present X nt discus-
gaining much from the viewpoint of £ • fact
sion. We have gone far enough to emphas.zethej.act
that the actual things which these imagm y . t 
by the work of their hands for their 
arose without the absolute necessi y o witi-
Of money. Wc have raided tt*
macy of the private control of the circula J , ; ht be
we might suggest that it, -"focrattc »--m ™ 
neutralized by the simple expedient of let™F medium„ 

Private supply and control of circula mg medium.
might be illustrated by the performance of a

result without it.

simple problem byour

I.—What forms of construction will satisfy the traffic
in the most satisfactory manner?

”2.—What will be the cost of such structures?
“3.—What mileage should be constructed in the first

,e„ a,», ,h« stonid te adop[ed [o ensure th«

and
4.—What

work being carried out?
‘‘5.—What are the best methods of financing the

scheme?” A. L. HAAS
London, Eng., October 21st, 1918.

isolated pumping stations, pumping water from individual 
reservoirs to supply a community living on a hill. We 
must impose that the water so energized loses nothing in 
volume in its travels and returns eventually, after use, to 

other of the reservoirs. We commence with reser-one or
voirs full and permit no additions from outside sources. 
We can imagine the operators of the individual plants at 
great pains to see that the same amount of water gets 
back to the tank from which it left and that none be per­
mitted to go dry.

To illustrate Government control of circulating me­
dium we need only imagine the reservoirs connected by 
pipes in such a way that they have always a common water 

In such a case individual worries would at oncelevel.
be eliminated for the simple reason that all the water 
would eventually get back to the connected reservoirs be- 

it could possibly get no place else.
Private supply of capital, among other restrictions, 

carries with it the idea of loss of income to individuals 
who are capable of feeling in their persons, therefrom, 
embarrassment, penury and want. No such conception 
is possible in connection with Government supply. Our 
illustrations seem to show that it is impossible for a Gov­
ernment to suffer loss in the same way as individuals or 
yet feel it if it did.

•In the mere presentation of the idea, 
sist that a Government could not bring about much distress 

ipulation of capital and tampering with 
Unfortunately, the amount necessary to ac­

complish a given result under given conditions has 
been made the object of public investigation. Until Gov­
ernments undertook war financing, the amount of money 
available has been arbitrarily decided, in relation to the 
amount of gold. Nor do we propose to state that Gov­
ernments could not suffer loss in their dealing with out-

cause

we would not in-

by a foolish man 
the amount.

never

side parties.
I suppose that here someone will rise to state that we 

are not a self sufficient country, and that it would be fool­
ish and impossible to try to be so. I he answer must be 
that, until we have discovered some new form of slavery 
or mechanical perfection in work, we must be to a great 
extent self sufficient. It remains to be pointed out and 
clearly defined just in how much we can be self sufficient 
and how much we need to depend on outside sources for 
the things we consider worth while ; and having done so 
to indicate how we are to look upon and govern our­
selves in our different relationships and adopt policies to
cover the distinct cases. _ . .

Having defined our self sufficient relationships, let us 
look further into what may be expected from a pooling 
of our capital resources. If we agree that under such 
conditions no part of our circulating may evaporate and 
its corollary that the only things we can waste, after all, 
are time and energy, does it not bring us to some new 
conceptions of the possibilities of the work of our people? 
In times of general unemployment, can we not, then, go 
ahead and develop our doubtful mineral resources?

hire uneducated people to go to school? 
Can we not pay those in semi-criminal occupations to sit 
idle? In short, can we not safely embark on the thous­
and and one enterprises which we all realize to be for the 
general good of humanity but in which private capital 
would not be justified in looking for immediate profit? 
We ask ourselves, in other words, if it is possible to de- 

idle man’s time? Can we destroy something

Can we not

stroy an
that does not exist? We now act as if we believed this 
possible. Is this fact alone not sufficient to raise the sus­
picion that there has been operative somewhere a false 
premise?
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