
SHOULD PAY FOR THE ROADS?*WHO

By W. A. McLean
Deputy Minister of Highways, Ontario

to which

There is one thing that we may accept right at the outset, 
and it is no use -blinding ourselves to any other phase or 

other complexion of the situation : Roads must beany
Pal Through Spain and the southern countries of Europe 
there are remains to-day of the old roads constructed 
centuries ago under the Roman Empire. The somewhat 
superstitious peasantry of those countries, having no in
formation and no historical knowledge of how ^ 
made, have the impression that they were a gift of the 
gods, created by some supernatural power. I am afraid 
that there are still people who have the idea that roads can
be constructed in some such way.

I believe in the efficacy of prayer and I say it solemn y, 
but I have yet to find the road that has been cons r

z
the public, from the people, before they < a r- . .• J, tap extending up to Heaven that the commissioners cm°u,non,„d JpJt the d„c=,S to flow from any other 
source except the people. There .s the fart we■ m»« 
that the people of this country must pay for the roads.
The e-'y P"-U=m is to

which canmanner, one
excessive burden on the people.any

In order to do that we must remember that road con
struction is a slow process. We cannot lay out a system 
to-day and employ an army on it and before the end of 

a great completed system of highways 
* The Toronto-Hamilton highway was 

carried out as
the year see 
throughout Canada, 
undertaken with every good purpose, was

* Address delivered May 8th, 1918, at Canadian Good 
Roads Congress, as discussion of Mr Bertram’s paper of the 

title (see page 43s)•same

There are some people who believe that where 
or less permanent road is built, thereby increasing the 
value of the property fronting it or adjacent to it, it should 
bear a part of the cost of the road. This is a debatable 
point, many believing that where a road has increased the 
value of adjoining property and increased the assessment 
(which in turn meant increased taxes on such property for 
all purposes), if the municipality as a whole benefit by the 
increased assessment and taxes, it should assume at least 
a part of any frontage tax that may be levied.

In conclusion let me say if we could only unite those 
different interests I have mentioned in a carefully-thought- 
out scheme for the betterment of our roads as a post- 
bellum measure, it would not only create a valuable asset 
to our country,—one that would bear interest in the pro
gress and prosperity that would surely follow,—but it 
would be one sure way of providing useful employment 
for those who might need it in the period of readjustment 
which will no doubt follow after peace has been pro- 
claimed.

a more
government. By many it is . thought that this money
rightly belongs to the roads ‘"^p^dly for Injury 
the province may make, being a tax rP J*Th:s <»>««, -d » such pmperi, %

2S"tet„rm.„, Of .he read, if

used for that purpose. be collected
To this should also be added f Jger business

from motor vehicles doing a ireig P ^ the cities 
on any of our improved roads. U r()ads outside of
have given little or no assistance recognized now by 
their own boundaries. However -j assistance
the government and by most at * Jj | adj|cent to the 
towards the -betterment of the ro< y » the pro
city, not only facilitates f n sport at ion but^b ^ 
ducer and consumer closer tog the
benefit ; for .hi, reason c.ue, should bear^sha ^ ^
cost of the building and up-ke p c(ninties have now 
Ontario we find that nearly all them to partake
joined the good road, aWhen mad, are

hut there „i„ "tp'a, no, on,,

for road purposes
well.

payers when we 
their share of county taxes 
keep up all township roads as 

I might mention here that 
the good roads system map 
ing that requires considerable money, 
raised by a bond issue.

but must

st counties in going into 
of road-build-

This-is generally

mo
out a program

__ nt:„s have made the mistake of

out before the bonds w re retir ■ bon(js should fall 
work of this nature, the maturity or . • the tax-
within the life of the improvement, mu
payer’s value for money expende

In the past, many

In the township mads we find d,c»u^ ^ doubt the

most important. At the preset work unless a
tax is the only source of revenue -phe township
grant be maeje out of the statute labor tax is
road system is so extensive . keep the roads up 
totally inadequate in most townships to y effects
to a proper standard. It is here that I conte ^ ^ ^ ^ 
of federal aid would be felt m°rt’ tr
building and maintenance o t < counties to give some 
it would allow the provinces ana t when we stop
much-needed aid to the towns np- ^ to-day and as they 
to consider conditions as they e _ re„ard to urban and 
are likely to exist after the war that after-war
rural population, it g°fs. W1 1 , s over-manned and 
Conditions will find the cities ana Qne of the great
the rural districts under-mannée • ^ the land, for
Problems will be to get the Pe ^ be largely governed 
°ur national recuperative powers natural resources.
bv the manner in which we develop ™ ^ „ „„

The British premier, David oy ^ wQuld the farmers’ 
pf his great speeches, that neve jn tb€ past; so let
interests be neglected as they . , means jeopardiz
es try to remember that ne^CtCt’ '. essential industry in 
ing the farming industry, t e m far as to say that
our country. While I would not g , lating Gf rural 
Lad roads have been the cause o ^ causes, just as I 
Ontario, I will say that it is one benefits accruing
would say that good roads, an remedies for the re- 
'herefrom, will prove to he on®
Populating of the rural districts.
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