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Bieides these Bell Island deposit.s, there are
enormious nmasses of various kiîids of irou througliout
Ncevfotindland, ilotably along tlîe north-east coast, the
west coast and the northern shores of C.ànception B3ay.
Aitongst the mole comnion arc :niagnetite, lieniatite of
different varieties, specular iron andI arsenical pyrites,
whilst associated with the carboniferous series, to wvhicli
I will refer shortly, are a nuinber of beds of clay band
ironstone wvhose extent andI value are yet to be
determîined. During a recent visi to the colony 1 was
shion somne samiples of bog ion ore %Jf v'ry good
quality which hiad at that tune been brouglit into St.
J oîn's for analysis.

CIIROMITE1.

Another economic inieraI, wvhicli is nov in the
hiands of the Canada-Aînericari Company, andI which
p)romnises well, is an extensive deposit o! chromnite on
the west coast. Sonme cxploratory and developireîît
'vork lias been donc dicre during the past sumimer, andI
about fifty tons wvere sliippe:d as a test quantity.

COAL.

Regarding the coal tposits of the island, it is im-
possib)le at present to say nîuch. They have long been
known to cxist, but the country lias been entirely
dcvoid of imans of internaI communication until the
railroad froin St. John's to Port aux Basque, wvhich is
now nearing coiletion, opencd up what wvas prctty
nearly unexplored landI. R. G. R<eid, of Montreal, the
builder of the road. lias paid a great deal of attention
to the mineraI deposits along tlîe line, and, amongst
other things, lie lias exposed several seanîs of coal. 1
have examined sonie sanîples of these, and while 1
have flot yct madIe any analysis, 1 arn fairly wvell satis-
fled as to their quality. One seani, in particular, is of a
liard, dlean, briglit nature and very free froni dirt bands.
The coal fields are confined, so far as is at present
known, to the western side of the island, in the neigli-
borhood of Grand Lake andI Iay St. George. The newv
railroad passes through or vcry closzx to the two main
areas, so tlîat tiere should be no tIifficulty about their
developrient. The knowlcdge of these seains is as yet
scant, andI it will require the services of an expert
econoinic gcologist to determine thecir extent, quality
andI commercial value.

GOLD.

For the iast fourteen or fifteen years there have
been periodic rumors of the discovcry of go] 1 in New.
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fotiuidla.id. The first real lind, speciniens of which may
be seen in the 'Museumi at St. John's, wvas at Brigus, on
the western shore of Conception Bay. There are seve-
rai sighits of free gold in the specimens; the inetal is
sccrcrcd in cavities in the quartz, but unattachied to it,
being nierely kept iii place by a felspathic miatrix, and
wvhen this rotten feispar is picked ont the gold nîay be
shaken fromn the specinien. The quartz at Briguis is
pockety, however, andI, Io quote the Government geolo.
gist, - vas rarely of any extent, and a fewv blasts flot infre-
quently resulted, in the disappearance of the Iode rock."
At Ming's Bl3it, on the îîorth.east coast of the island,
close to the copper deposits of Notre Dame B3ay, sortie
v'ery fine specimiens of dolonmite crystals have been found.
'riese are plated wivhh gold as if electroplated, and the
nietal can be seen penetrating and plating the cleavages
of the crystals. Gold has been detected in ail the copper
ores of Notre Damne Bay, and that it is il% appreciable
percentages seenms evident froni the fact, as statcd to me
by the Government Geologist, that the owners of the
Union Mine, at Tilt Cove, liad received as much as
$5o,ooo of gold from the copper in the process of refin-
ing during twelve montlhs. The refuse slag heap of
former years lias also been carefully picked over wvith
considerable profit. Recently sonie excitement lias
prevailed in regard to reputed flnds of gold.bearing
quartz at Cape Broyle, on the Peninsula of Avalon,
about 40 miles fromn St. John's. Several veins of quai tz,
somne of themn of considerable thickness, have been dis.
covered running through beds of diorite iii the I-Iuronian
rocks, of wvhich _the peninsula is clîiefly fornied. The
quartz is wvhite, carrying quantities of galena and
pyrites. Assays have been made by reputable English
finms, and as much as 2 ounces im9dwts. 12 grs. of gold,
and i ounce ii dwts. of silver per ton have been oh-
tained. Shafts have been sunk in severat places and
work wvill be resumed in the spring. Perhaps the most
promising feature of the prospect lies in the fact that
the dionite in whicli tie quartz occurs has been found
to yield 8 dwvts. 12 grs. per ton. and if this is obtainable
in any quantity it should be wvorthy the attention of
capitalists as a profitable low grade investment.

SILVER AND I.EAD.

The varions ores of Iead are liberally disseminated
over the entire island, but the richest deposits have
been found near Placentia, on the southern extrerniity of
the Peninsula of Avalon. Niiining u,..ations have been
carried on in a desultory manner since 1857, and up to
1892 over 2,5oo tons of galena 'vere mined. The ore is
found in the quartz veins of the Hurinian systeni, and
the percentage of silver is variable. During my
recent visit I obtained specimens of lead ore froin a nev
find, picke3 samples of wvhich yielded a really large per-
centage of silver to the ton.

11ETROLEU.

A local company lias been doing considerable
boring on the wvest coast, and strong indications of the
presence of oil are said to have been found. The shares
of the company are above par, and the exciternent is
very great in St. Jolîn's at present, but no reliable in-
formation could be obtained as to the exact resuits.
There is no doubt, howvever, of the existence of oil, but
wvhether it may be found in paying quantities or not, I
arn unable to say. Froin the position of the field I ex.
pect the oil wvould require to be piped a considerable
distance to rcach either a seaport or railroad.


