
THE OANÂDIÀN PRESBYTEB

It is intcresting te note the historical developement of our present Church
form. We may derive wisdom from, such an investigation, and be led te see
that the Providence of Ged more than the forethouglit or devic,,s of mani las
to do with) roulding the visible institutions cf the Church. It wiil, toe, teach us
the neceesiîy of a large anid liberai spirit in our Churceh legislation,which, whiie
firmly hiolding by the preat leading principles of God's Word, will neot advance
the orderly and externat arrangements of the Church iute the place cf fouDda-
tiens or pillars.

It ie an error for any crie te suppose that our present systeni or Ilpolicie"
was devised by some master miud, complete in ail its parts at once. We, it
is truc, bave been se long~ familier with it, that it le difficuit, for us te imagine
that it did net always exist, or that it did Det spring fuit fiedged et the iiefor-
mation, as the Phoenix of primitive practice, frem the ashes cf the Apostotical
Churchi. To te goverriment cf the Church by Kirk Sessions, Prershyterief,
Provincial Synode, and General (delegated) Assembiies, we have pledged our
faith and declared it to lie in perfect accordance with the Scriptures-and se it
is. We cau scarcely conceive cf a churcli state te lie compIete, or te have et-
tainied its full btoom iu which any cf the links in this ecclesiasticat chain ar*a
awanting. This feeling ie natural te our habits. We have grown rip and beefl
educated under its influence; but if we look into the mnatter, we shaîl find that
there are mnany modifications cf this systeni equalty suitabie for the churcli,
and that historicalty, our cburch bas asýsumed the shape in which we find it,
ini some measure freni accidenitai causes.

It appeais from undoubted Records thjat the first National or Gerieral AsseV-
lily whieh convened at Edinburgh, on IDecember 26th, 1560, " wherein there
were net above twetve ministers, but sundrie Ruteing Eiders commniesioners tO
the number cf thirty " was, as its naine importes, a Synod cf the whole gover-
nors cf the Chuîchl. For severai years it centinued te possess tbis character ;
nor dee there appear te have been either Preshyteries or Provincial Synods
interînediate between il and the Kirk Sessions. Net until the Fiftk Assemb4',
in 1562, do we find that Provincial Synode were constituted with judicial and
disciplinary jurisdiction ; and these Courts were besides evidently formed afteir
the model and in te place of the Episcoiat iDiocesan Counicils which formerly
exieted in the Churcli cf Renie. This is slîown by the foir oi f the Record
which says : " Ordained that Superintendents indict their Synodal Conventie"3
"twice'in the year, viz., in the nionthe cf Aprit and October, on ruch étaya 00
"they shail think good, te cotisuit upon the common affaira cf the dioce il

Such is the Act by which and the cirêumetances in which. the present Provinial
Synode were calied inte the Ilpoticie " cf the Church cf Scottand, and fro1"
which, they derive their character cf generat Conventions. The next Assernblf
established the order cf appeat in cases where parties conceived therneelves t0
lie wronged by a Kirk Session, Wo the Superintendent and the Synodal CounVe
tien, Ilfrlom which again it shail be lawful te appeal te the General Assemnbl,ý
"4iinmediately following." An IlAot " cf Assembly cf the next year (1i560P -
alsoc reveals te us the way, in which this Supreme Court was et this lime cO"

situted. It runs thus :-Il It wes ordained Ihat every Superintendent wilIii 1'

"hie own juriedliction sheutd cause warn the shires, towns aud parish Kirks tO
"send their commissioner te the Assembiy in tume ceming; and that the Si'
"perintendents attend the assembty the first day under a penalty cf 40s. WO tà
lpoor." Such, tee, was the primitive and brotherly mode in which busil]

wus conducted in these Counicils cf the Church, that net until the aevent& Ar
Rembly was it Ilagreed that a MODE,.ÂTO]a should be appcinted for avoiding CO'
fusion in reasoning." The meeting cf the ministers in Provincial and Genl
Assembly wus, it woutd appear, first acknowledged and alewed by the st~


