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PROHIBITION FOR ONTARIO.

Office of the Dominion Alliance, Ontario Branch,
52 CONFEDERATION LIiFE BUILDING

TorRONTO, DECEMBER, 19O1.

DEAR FRIEND :(—

We greet you with hearts full of gratitude and hope. The declaration of the Privy Council that
provinces have power to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquor, opens to us a door of promise in this
province which has already twice declared by large majorities in favor of the suppression of the liquor
traffic,

This decision comes 1o us just as the time approaches for a session of our provincial legis-
lature which session will be closely followed by a geueral provincial election. This speedy and
serious sequence of events calls for prompt, prudent and energetic action.

With confidence we appeal to you for personal, practical help in this emergency, which brings to
every friend of our cause the privilege and responsibility of co-operation on two important lines of effort.
(1) The securing of wisely framed and thorough-going legislation effectively embodying the strongly

expressed desire of the people.

fearlessly support the enactment and enfor. :ment of such legislation.

Qur first duty is organization, to secure these ends,
neighborhood, (2) general for every electoral district.

(2) The election of such representatives as can be relied upon to

This organization must be (1) local in every
The Alliance Executive will speedily prepare and

send out carefully planned suggestions for methods of work. Meantime our friends should not lose a

moment in securing the definite organization that is absolutely necessary to success,

are earnestly urged.

The following plans

1. Every Church Cpngregation, every Young People's Society, and every Temperance Society
ought immediately to appoiut a special Temperance or Prohibition Committee, to co-operate in this

important work.

The names and addresses of the chairman and secretary of every such committee should be sent at
once to the secretary of the Dominion Alliance, so that he can send them directly further suggestions and

advice.
2.

There ought to be a conference of workers in every coustituency to consider the position and

circumstances of their district, and the best plan of securing the objects in view, To it should come every

citizen whose desire to overthrow the cruel liquor curse is stronger than his party preference.

can safely advise at thil crisis.

Only such

Every friend of our cause who receives this circular is requested to at once consult the other
workers in his district, plan for an early convention, and do all that can be done to make it a success.
The people of Ontario earnestly desire the overthrow of the evil which burdens our splendid province

with so much sorrow, loss, disgrace and sin.

Our opportunity has come.

Any desired advice, form of Convention Call, suggestions for form of organization, or other
information or help, will be promptly furnished by the Secretary of the Alliance Executive, with whom
all workers are cordially invited to correspond.

On behalf of the Executive Committee.

F. S. SPENCE,

Secretary.

w.

A. MACKAY, D.D.

President.

PROHIBITION PROMISED.

A few of our probhibition friends
are talking unwisely in suggesting
the possibiiitics of the Governunient’s
talitug tu iutroduce into the Leglsia-
ture o prohibitory luw. Sowe are

tives and spend time and effort ir
combating thelr own suggestions

The Outario Government is com-
mitted to the policy of prohibition.
To a depulaiion that walted upon
him on Feb. fAth, 1894, after the
Provincial Pleuiscite and while cer-
tain questions relating to I’rovincial
jurlsdicticn were before tin courts.
Hon. Sir Oliver Mowat, then Prem-
ler of Ontario. made the following
statement :—

#1f the deczislon of the Privy Coun-
cll silould be that the Province has
the jurisdlction to pass a prohibi-
tory liquor law as respects the sale
of intoxicutiug liquor, i wiil lutro-
duce such a bill in the following ses-
gion, If T am thea at the head of
the Goverument.

“If the decislon of the Privy Coun-
ell is tuat the Province has juris-
diction to pass ouly = partirl prohib-
itory lquor law, I will introduce
such a prohibitory blll as the de-
cision will warrant, unless the par-
tial prohibitury power 18 su Hmlted
as to be lneffective {romn o temper-
ance standpolnt.”

Since that time the gentlewen who ;
have followed Sir Oliver Mowat in

the high position of leader of the
Government, have declared their ad-
herence to the position taken by him,
It has been claimed that the power
of w Province to prohibit the liquor
tratfic was not clearly set out ta the

going 80 far as to suggest slterni- l regarding the Manitoba law

answers given by the courts to the
questions which were under cousid-
eration when Sir Oliver Mowal gave
his pledge. The power of the l.egls-
lature is now, however, definitely
settled by the Privy Council decision

In February, 1600, lon.
; Ross, the present Premier, definitely
‘gtated to a deputation from the Do-
minifon Allinnce that the Government
had not receded from Sir Oliver
Mowat's pogition and was always
| prepared to go to the full hmit of
i its ascertained power in prohibitory
!legislatlon. There is no reason for
imagining that this promise will not
| be kept.
1 It ix well also to bear in mind that
“the promiss of prohibitory legisln-
tion was made in view of 4 strong
demoustration of public opinion in
f{avor of such legislation. That
opininn still exists. The people of
Ontario are overwhelmingly in favor
of prohibition. What the people de-
mand must be done. This fact was
very forcibly stated
made by Hon. Geo. W, Ross in 1898,
a part of which I8 re-printed in an-
other column.

|  'CTHE® MARITIME PROVINCES.

Tie Religlous Intelligencer of
! Fredericton, N.B., discusses the de-
cisionn sustaining the Manitoba Pro-
hibitory T.aw. and argnes in favor
of the calling ot representative con-
ventions in Nova Scotila and New
Brunswiok Lo secure the enactment

G. W.I

in a speech |

of prohlbitory legisiation for these
Provincee. The Intelligencer’s view
is expressed In the following para-
graph :—

“The temperance cause has had
some severa struggles in late years,
and the patlence and courage of
:many good [friends of prohibition
llnave been sorely trird. The deci-

sion in the Manitoba case makes an
| opportunily for a renewal, with
| fresh vigor, of the struggle for the
|delegalizutlon of the trattic. Prince
| Bdward 1sland has a prohibitory
:Ia.w. 1t ought Lo he possible to get
| prohibitory enactments by all the
1 other Provincial Legislatures except
| Quebec’s. It is worth trying. Itls
' the duty of good citizens to take ad-
l vantage of such an opportuuity asls
inow at their hand, and to do their

utmost to get the fullest measure
of legislation against the ideadly
"drink traftie,”

1

l THE PLEBISCITES.

At the Ontario municipal elections
| for 1894 a vote was taken upon the
' question of prohibition. The ques-
" tion submitted was in the following
form:-~ :

“Are you in favor of the immediate
prohibition by law of the lmporta.
tion, manufacture and sale of intoxi.
oating liguors as a beverage ™

The parties entitled to vote upon
this questivn were all persons qualt.
fled {0 vote at the election of mem-
bers of the Provinclal Legislature

;wlth the addition of such municipal

i voters as were not entitled to vote
. for members of Lhe leglslature. The
"ist therefore included a large nume
"ber of women. The answets given
| W the question were as follows:—
( Men. Women. Total

' Yes o 180,087 12,402 192,489
(NO v e 108,404 2,226 110,720
Majorlty .. 71,503 10,176 81,769

There were 11,698 spolled ballote
which were not ‘included in this
count. The total number of voters
on the liste used was as follows, men
515,809, women 48,833, total 559,202,

The Dominfon Pleblscite was taken
on September 28th, 1808. 1t result-
ed in a majority throughout the Do-
minion in favor of prohibition,
amounting to 13,887 Prohibition
lma)orltles were secured in all the

Territories and Provinces, excepting
(Quebeo, which gave a- majority of
| 94,824 agalnst prohibition. The vote
in Quebec was remarkable i{n its
overwhelming character and in its
difference from the vote of the rest
of the Dominjon, Outside Quebec the
majority in favor of prohibitlon was

108,011. The questlon submitted to
the electors was in the Yollowing
form:—

“Are you in favor of an Act pro-
hibiting ‘the importation, manufac-
ture or sale of spirits, wine, ale, beer,
cider and all other alcoholic liquors
for use as beverages?"

In the Province of Ontario the re-
sult of the voting was as followa:

For prohibition ... ... e 154,498
Agalnst prohibition ... ... 115,284
Prohibltion majority ... .. 39,214

The following particulars are of in-
terest. Returns of voting were
made by Dominion constituencies.
There are in Ontario 89 such comn-
stituencles, returning to Parliament
92 members. Of the 89 constituen-
cies 71 voted for prohibition by ma-
joritles aggregating 55,082, The
constituencles therefore stand ‘71 for
prohibition and 18 agalinst. The
average prohibition majority for a
constituency was 776.

The tota! number of electors on
the voters’ llst was 576,784. In the
Dominion Pleblscite there was poll-
ed a less percentage of the total
vote than in the Provincial Plebls-
olte. The difference was mainly in
the temperance vote, and iz partly
accounted for by the fact that no
advantage resulted to the temper-
ance cause from the great victory
won in the first pleblecite, and many
temperanve workera felt impatient
and discouraged at having to vote
aga'n and lacked confidence that
even a victory would help their
cause.

It is well kniown that the liguor
party did its utmost in Lthe second
plebiscite as weil as the first, and
yet the liqucr vote in the second
plebiscite was less than twenty per
cent. of the votera’ list, while in the
first pleblucite it was over twenty-
one per cent.

L
MAJOR BOND.

Prohibitionista in  every part of
Canada will be deeply grieved over
the sad news of the sudden and
shocking death of Major E. L. Bond,
vice-president of the Dominion All-
ance and president of the Citisens’
League of Montreal.

Major Bond was one of our most
earnest aud effective workers, hav-
ing the oonfidence of all who kasw
him. He will be sadly miseed by the
temperance workers of the Provinoe
of Quebeo, where he was & bulwark
of the. pyahibitina vause. '
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