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they might suffer some from the very severe winter frosts, and would

therefore advise that for a few winters they should be protected by

driving into the ground branches of evergreens, so as to form a circular

screen around each of the shrubs, sufficiently dense to afford them soma

shelter from the wind and sun until the starting of vegetation in the,

spring. After they have become firmly established they may be found

to be sufficiently hardy to endure the winter of that section without

any shelter.

SUMMER PRUNING OF THE GRAPE

It bas been the fashion among vine growers to prune their vines

severely in the month of July, taking off cart-loads of leaves and

branches. The reason given for this barbarous practice is that the

grapes need exposure to the sun and air in order to ripen, and that

this stripping off of the leaves and cutting away of the branches is

necessary in order to let the sun-light fall upon the fruit and the air

circulate freely among the clusters.
It is true that a grape vine may be allowed to produce too many

branches and leaves for the fullest development of the fruit, and the

proper time to guard against this is when the buds are starting into

growth, by rubbing out al superfluous eyes or buds as they begin to

push forth. But'it is not true that the clusters of grapes require to be

exposel to the sun's rays in order that the fruit may be ripened. The

following remarks by Dr. Lindley have a very direct bearing on -this

subject. He says, "If all the leaves which a tree will naturally form

are exposed to favorable influences, and receive the light of a brilliant

sun, all the fruit which such a plant may produce will ripen perfectly
in a summer that is long enough. But if all the frait which a healthy

tree will show is allowed to set, and a large part of the leaves is ab-

stracted, such fruit, be the summer what it may, will never ripen.

The period of ripening in fruit will be accelerated by an abundant

foliage, and retarded by a scanty foliage.". These general propo-

sitions he considered applicable te al cases, and particularly to the

vine. If correct, then. the severe summer pruning of the grape vine is

wrong. "It is a mistake," he adds, "to imagine that the sun must

hine on the bunches of grapes in order to ripen them. Nature in-
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