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which means a great deal of extra work,
and work that needs the closest atten-
tion.ý If they are neglected at certain
.critical times, much labor and plants
are lost.

1The most critical period in raising
melon plants in a hotbed is at the
time of germination, and just after
they have mnade their appearance. The
best temperature for growing melons
at this particular time is from 75 to
80 degrees; in fact, this temperature
is the best for them at any time. After
being planted in the open, however,
they have to stand sometimes a tem-
perature not much above freezing.
Hence, it is well to get them used to as
low a temperature as possible a week
or so before moving them into the
open field, This will make them hardy
.and strong.

In startixîg the melon in the hotbed,
it bas to be done so that when it is
moved into the open, the roots will
~not be disturbed. Melon plants will
not "'transplant," in the true sense
of the word. It is necessary to plant
them either in pieces of sod or in pots.
These can be moved to the field with-
.niit ititpdptjn iti' with .the .roots.,

have themn well soaked with water.
Make your hole deep enough so that
the -sod will be two inches below the
level.

Where the land is in good condition,
watermnelons should be planted at
least seven feet apart each ýway, as«
although a large fruit, it grows a long,
slender vine with small foliage. Musk-
melons can be planted much dloser.
Five feet each way is the usual dis-
tance. Three plants in a bill are plenty.

Both kinds are prolific. An acre of
muskmelons is capable of producing
800 dozen, and waternelons from 400
to 500 dozen, weighing possibly some
50 tons. These figures estimate an
excellent crop and a possible one.

Celery a Profitable Crop*
J. Friendship, Kingston, Ontario

Celery is one of the most profitable
crops that the market gardener grows,
providing he bas land suitable for
its culture. It eau be grown on al-
most any good soil, but on some the
crop wil niot pay for the - labor. The
soil I prefer is one that is always

this condition, it should be well ridged in
the faîl so that no surface water can
remnain. In the spring, it sbould flot be
worked until dry. It then should be
well worked and kept mellow until plant-
ed. It is a bard job to set out fromn
25,000 to 50,000 celery in stiff, dry soil.

GROWING TrHE PLANTS

In growing the plants the best soîl that
can be secured is necessary. Celery seed
is slow to germninate and sbould be kept
sbaded until it appears above ground.
Covýer the seed very lightly and keep
the soil inoist, but not wet. The plants
are bardy, but grow slowly. Weeds
grow much quicker and should be re-
moved as soon as seen. As soon as the
plants form the second leaf thev can be
set in another bed, if you prefer trans-
planted plants. If not, they sbould be
thinned out so as to get strong, rooty
plants. The nmajority of gardeners do
not use transplanted plants. They pre-
fer setting direct from the seed bed,
unless tbey intend growing celerv for
summer use. For that purpose, the
seed should be sown in Mardi in a well-
iprepared hotbed and, Nvhen large enough,


