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FARMING

The Farm Home

A Plain Country Wedding.
Before.
By Megyra.

There are times and seasons for
everything, but weddings seem to be
11 season all the year round.

There are many nunor points about
which the bride and her helpers arein
doubt. As I have recently been a
helper, I am going to tell you, not
how everything should be done, bu:
how we produced very catisfactory re-
sults.

If 1 were setting out to give advice,
I should advise the bridal par, with-
out fuss, finery, or friends, to go to the
homne of the mmister and have the
knot securely tied, with the necessary
witnesses, only, present.  People sel-
dom take advice unless it accords with
their preconcetved 1deas.

In the present case I am not pre-
pared to say how the young man pro-
ceeded with the courtsup and
proposal, but I suppase in somz man.
ner he came 10 the pont and said-

, will you have me?” and she
teplied * Ves, iz 7" But, when the
day was set, the question of inviiauons
arose. Who shall beinwited? The
soung foiks said, *“‘only young folks.”
Their clders sa:d, ** only the oides peo-
ple.” However, it was left for the
parents to decide, and, consequently, 2
list was made out iacluding all the
aunts and uncies of the bride and the
older cousits, and, as she was sO soon
to * belong ™ to her husband, it was
only fitting that her new relatives
should also be invited. The complete
list made the number considerably
over a hundred. To write and deliver
so many notes would mean much
work.  Verbal messages would mean
more work, so the mote formal invita-
tion card was adopted ; but it was not
coonsidered necessary to send onc to
each guest, but 10 address the outer
eavelope to the hecad of the house,
and on the inner envelepe was wrnit-
en:

Mrs. and Mr. John Smith,

Miss Mary and Mr. Wilham.

These were sent two wecks before
the day set for the wedding.

The wedding cake was made azd
sent to the confectioner’s for its trim-
mings.

As the trousscau, with the exception
of the dresser had been previously
nrcpared, the mother and daughter
w=nt shopping snd 2 good quality of
white cashmere was considered most
serviceable as a bndal robe with satin
and pearl timming, aod  suitiog cloth
of grey serge, and an extra waist of 2
very becoming shade of pretty silk
were selected. Instead of taking thess
goods to a dressmaker, two were

brought to the house, where the work
was done much more expeditiously.

* Wedding breakfast hot or cold?”
was the next question.  As many of
the guests were coming long distances
and the weather cold, a hot dinnzr wac
chosen and instead of seating all at
one table, we decided that we could
have a jollier party with a tableof honor
and quartette tables. The father bemg
a *handy man " gathered up lumber
and tools and went to work and con-
structed the required number, seven,
each three feet long and two and a
half wide. The legs were hard wood
planed, being about two inches or two
and a half square, the coraers being
finished with, 1 shuuld judgz, a spoke-
shave. The frame and top weic of
soft wood alsn planed. It would not
surprise me i some of these figure in
the furmishing of th. new howe as
kitchen table, dressing table or even
with a farcy cover as a sitting-room
table.

As the wedding was set for Wednes-
day evening, we thought it bast o get
much of the work done the latter part
of the previou: week, so five of us pro-
ceeded to the warm stabizs where we
killed »nd picked the unlucky number
of fowls, thirteen turkeys and dacks.
These were also drawn and dressed
ready for the oven and placed in a
cool room. The crusis for twenty
lemon pics were also haked.

The week ¢of the wedding has ar-
rived, and an 2xtra stove placed in the
kitchen. Dunng the day the baking
and icinz of cakes, the cooking of
cranberty sauce. and the finishing of
the pies, was done, and in the cveuving
the decorations were arranged. L.abs
of evergreen, cluthes-line ropes, binder
twine, nd balls of carpet warp were
brought into the dining-room. The
children broke off small branches,
a2nd with the warp the older guls

tied these to the ropes and
twine. \When completed these were
sccured to the upper coroers of

the room, ard caught up to the cailing
in the centrs, going diagonally across,
and were also fesiooned around the
walls on the picture nails.

A bell.shaped frame of fence wire
{not barbed) was made large enough
10 hang ovzr the bride and groom.
On this was stretched haif-inch white
tape, leaving six with diamond-shaped
openings, and at each crossing 2 sprig
of evergreen and bndal roses were
pinned. Natural flowers bewng impos-
sible, unless at great ezpense, from the
city couservatories, we substituted
white tissue paper, makiog several
dozens of roses. The tongue of the
bell was made of picture wire, with a
bunch of roses in which a pastebcard
candle-holder was placed, which con-
tained a tiny wax cacdie. This was
suspended in one corer of the parlor.

The weddwing presents having begun
to arrnive we removed the furniture
from the parior bed-room, and replaced
it with tables on which we arranged
the china, glass, silver, and lineo, and
of course had room on the floor for
such gifts as chairs, music stands, etc.

As no farm-house contains sufficient
for one hundred guests, the son of the
house wvisited his near-by aunts and
returned with his sleigh loaded with
chairs and dishes.

(70 be contsnued.)

—-or

The Loss of the Buster.

By H. Phelps Whitmarsh ia Saturday
Evening Post.

* Were I ever shipwrecked ?”

Captain Rattlin smiled 1n a peculiar
way as he asked this question.

“\Were 1 ever shipwrecked?” ne
repeated, sniffing contemptuously and
casting his weather eye down the
beach insearch o a possible customer.
Wy, what a question to hask of a
masrer mariner as’as bin sailing all
over the biessed hocsan for nigh onta
futy years ! I migat as well hask you
young gentlemen if you hever robbed a
orchard.”

The old salt laughed loudly at his
saliy. The three “ young gentlemea "
from Doctor Kenyon’s Academy also
laughed. )

** Wy, bless yer innocent 'eatts, I've
bin cast away more tiraes than there is
‘airs oo the top of my 'ead.”

As the captain’s sou-wester was
jammed down tightly over his ears the
boys could not estimate with accuracy
he number of his experiences. They
were impressed, however, with the
statemen*. and begged that he would
tell them one, just one, i his “yarns.”

‘** {i's agin my principles,” said the
captain, settling himself comfortably
on the side of his boat, * to give my
hexpericnces, except in the way of
business. Only the other daya geot
as writes for the magazines comes
along and says, ‘ Capting,’ he says,
*I've got five gold soverins in my
pocket for you if you'll et me take
down voe of your shipwrecks.’

“*Much obliged, sir,’ says I, ‘but
them cre shipwrecks o' mine is parnt of
my stock in trade, and if they comes
out in print I'm done for. The panties
as goes out sailing in my boat would
be saying, ¢ Wy, capting, we read that
story in the so-and.so, written by the
celebrated hauthor, Mr. So-and-so,’ and
they'd ihink I was lyin” to 'em. *No,
sir,’ I says,* I'm thankful to ye, but I'm
not selling my shipwrecks to-day.””

The c2ptain looked out to sea with
tt.e air of 2 man who had had his say.
Then he began to cut himself up 2
pipetul of tobacco in a provokingly
slow maoner. The boys meanwhile,




