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The evils resulting fron such questions are increased by lavingia
"cast-iron " rule rcquirinig a tixed percentag in eaci 8ubject.

In connection with the Entranice Exainiaîîtion the character of
the Enshsh papers shuts ihi Iliigh School to a large chass of students
who, though net brilliatt in language, arc possessed of ability for
Mathinatics or Construction. Fromt this clas cone our mechanics.

XI.
1. Yes, vith the exceptions noted under No. 2.
2. Alqebra, Second Class, and Literture, Second :ud Third

Class, and English Graimnimr, Second and uThird Class.
Ii Alyebra, questions 1, 3, 5, 6 and 8 are solved on principles not

explained in anly antelri:ed text book. The solution oÊ questions 2
and 4 by the ietiods explaiied iii the authorized texts woold, foi
an average candidate, occupy two lours. Questions 7 and 9, with
2 or 4, would not bu sulicient for pass.

The papers, therefore, In mîy opinion, would be too high even if
the Examiner sought to ascertaim the relative iistead of the abso-
lute standing of the candidates.

In English Literature a special paper is put o I Prose." while
candidates were led to expect no moure thai a colîmposition I th(
Life of Hastings.

The two papers on Literature ought to be treated and valued as
ele.

In this subject the standard is higher than can bu reached foi
some timne, but little exception can bu taken to anythiimg ii the
papers boyond the aibiguous and uninitelligible forim in whicih th .
questions are put.

The objection of anbiguity nay also he made against the papers
in Graumiar, but somte of the questions in that subject are particu-
lary unfair.

Ii question 3, Second Class, the candidate is asked to " justify"
instead of "correct " a nuiber of errors whichi variois authiors
have iiIadverteiitlv inade.

No. 4 is in soie mnianner unsuitable to a class that has niot studied
an inflected language, and need not have been put twice in the
saine examiniiation.

The selection in question O, Third Ciass, is mnucih too difficult,
and the want of punctuation in lines 10 to 14 renders the piece %.i.
intelligible. The whiole paper seeits mure diflicult titan iliat -et
for Second Class.
I In answer to question 3 I would say t lat it is unparliaieitar> to
ascribe motives, and the only remiedie., I would sugest are a cl-,er
adherence to the rule which requires each paper to, bu subitted to
a coiiiittee, or au enflargelment of the rule which a il] conpel tin
coniattee to read what they must becoie esponîbbe for, aid
greater care in proof readiig.

Again, that poetical extract fouînd in the Third Class Grammnar
paper 1 simuply ntrageuns. Unless pupils happened to bu faniliar
with the whole puoein, how could they understand " livu the true life
noli mu1oreo, and " lore tie insdqference yet to be." Froit the wide
liehil of literature could not the examl.nier have selectud something
ais lin the range of ordiiary coipreheiion 1 Somte nobler benti.
msent than thu ravimgs of a love.siek lon miîight bu protitably looked
for. I contend that such questions as these are wholly out of
place in a Granmmar paper. This is not Graniar. It may belong
tî Literature. Really, we look for soiething better frumt a isant
that has tauglit se iany years. las his elevation turiied his hlead ?

It wras impossible for any candidate to answer satifactorily in
the timle giveil the Second Chias History questions.

The questions on Grainiar for both Second and Third possess
this menrit :-They regiiro thouiglit. But there was nio tine for
thiiiking. The same thing is truc regarding the Literature papurs.
The tine was inîsullicient.

i;,:w, regarding reiedies.
The renedy lies largely with the press. Discuss ! discuss !-

there is no0 usu of any other " cussing "
Lot the coiimiittee carefully and fearlessly supervise every ques.

tion and allow tue nonsense to appear coi the papers. I would evei
prefer a return to the old Couity Board systei to the continuancu
of the present style of puzzles, perplexities, and coniundruins.

1 have bein forced tu flhe conviction that it wvould bo far botter
to abolish the exannation on Graininar altogether than te follow
.n i the stels of the examiîiiners of tecent years. After II, what is
the value of tecinical granniar i There is im.mîy a mant that knows
book grammnar to perfection aud yet cannot write with clearness
and elegance. On the other hand nany a graceful and perspicuous
writer entirely esclens ' the "ranmar of the books. Wouild it net
he suflicient te judge (f a caýtdidato's proficiency in granmar fromt
his style as shown in lis composition. Select, for instance, Histoiy
and Literatuire, and lot a pupil's style of answering in these subjects
determine lis standiig in Gramnniar.

XIII.

( ) Exanination papers gencrally satisfactory.
(2) Expressions used by Mr. Seaith in his paprs often not under-

stood. The iatter of his paiers is good and his work will be
appreciated in a short timie. He uiust, however, aiuîmplify his
l:uIgiangu, especially for entrance candidates. The teauchig of
Graimiar is belowv the mark, and if nuzlh inproveient is to be
îmadu mu Hgh Sel ols a botter foundation nust be laid in the Pub.
lie Sclools. I an glad to kinow that thlinking rather thitan er.utinug
notes is te bu the order of the day after this in English Literatue.

Mr. Glashan's Algebra paper was too diflicult. Ail Mntleiatical
Masters know how easy it is for thein te dash off as good solutions

1 an sorry I have net a set of the papers before ie. It is now a as those given 'oy M'ur. Glashan, but how diflicult it is te get the
month simnce I read the questions over, but I have still a vivid average scholar to work out much simpler questions than his by
recollection of the impression whlicli their perusal made upoin may similar mnethols.
mind. I think it entirely unnecessary te answer your firtquesti.•n. Mr. Glashan and Prof. Young also, and I mnay add the other
How could an examination bo a fair test, wlen the tine allowed ftis exaiiters, should remeniber that the course in Englislh has been
soute of the papers was only lialf as long as was needed, aud wlien doubled, owing partly te Prose Literature being mîadu more exie.1-
the v.ery peculiar phr.seology of the examiner was such as to luiva sive, aud partly te Mr. Seath's mnanner of exainioing requiring more
the candidate in the dark with reference to htis mteainiig. -horough work. Other parts of the course also Iave been extended,

Witih regard te your second question I have te say : ( I am no'>t nid it is very diflicult, therefore to tind tite to prepare candidates
accustomed te complain about the exainiations, but oi thtis oce for diflicult papers in all subjects.
sion I an astonislhed that sucli a set of papers could have been --
approved by a coniittee conposed of men who have becn practical
teachers. Anty man nay have his hobby, anty teacher ntay fall mte X '
strange nethods of propouinding lis questions, but that a whole Inl reply to your lutter I beg leave te P.nswer question 1 of your
cominittee of examiners should adopt thesu vagaries and whims and cireular by a nost emphatie No.
even absurdities, passes coeimprehiension. If ait examiner wizhes hlie The Second Class Algobra, Chemnistry, and Geogrtphy ; the
candidates te miention those words mn ait extract which imay iai e no Second a:d Third Class English and Dr.awing, and the Entrance
difinite grammatical relations, why needs lie te talk of t distin. t' Drawin , Etiglish Grammtuiar, Orthography, and Orthoöpy, and
classîtiable," etc. ? What is the need of sayimg " exact cuns ruc- Englsh Literature papers wore certainly very objectionable.
tion ?" Why net ask the boys and girls te parse and bu d>,e with T
it ? Surely an exaniner's ain slould bu te gauge the acqireni.nts The Second Glass Algebra, was an litner 1Problen paper" and
of the examiiincd rather than te show hîuînself of', or to thrust ftr wholly outside the liunt.
ward his own idiosyncracics. I could naume an examiner (7) that The Englisli papers were se unintelligible, in consequence of
suis egregiously in this respect. That question in the Second C.is pecuiar phraseology, that eveni iasters could not divine what the
Grammar paper about " inthetion " and ' allocation "l is not a fair examiner '.us drimg at.
one for those who have not studied Latin. It would be iiteresti.îg The Third Class Dr.awing and Granmmar papers were quite as
te learn how mnany other candidates aniswered that question. diflicult as Second CLass p ipers oi those subjects.


