
VI TUE TKAIL OF THE SWORD.

and fought and revelled, hot with the spirit of ud ven-

ture, the best of pioneers and the worst of colonists.

Tardily, upon their trail, came the English and the

Dutch, slow to acquire but strong to hold ; not so

rash in adventure, nor so adroit in intrigue ; as fond

of fighting, but with less of the gift of the woods, and

much more the faculty for government. There was

little interchange of friendliness and trade between

the rival colonists ; and Frenchmen were as rare on

Manhattan Island as Englishmen on the heights of

Quebec—except as prisoners.
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