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mission in Acadia had abruptly closed with the attack

by Arga1, so fully described in the writings of Biard,

who, in his Relation of 16î6, appears for the last time

upon our stage. Meantime, the Récoliet friars were

conducting their missions upon and beyond the St.

Lawrence ; but,- as related in the Intioduction (Vol-

ume I of this series) and in Notes to this Volume,

pos,- finding themselves unequal to the great task,

they invited the Jesuits.to return to New France and

aid them in the conversion of the savages. The first

of the "black gowns ". to arrive (April, 1625) were

Charles Lalemant, Massé, and Brébeuf.

XV. Lalemant, as superior of the mission, writes

(July 28, 1625) to-the goverinor, Chaniplain, aninouïu

ing the arrival of the Jesuits at Quebec, the hospital-

ity of the Récollets to them, and the death of Nicholas

Viel, of the latter order.

XVI. On the same date, Lalemant writes to the

provincial of the Récollets, thanking him for the

kindness and hospitality shown the Jesuits by himself

and others of his order in Canada.

XVII. Lalemant writes (Aug. i, no year men-

tioned, but without doubt ý626) to his general, at

Rome. He tells what the Jesuit missionaries have

accomplished during the past year: they have spent

most of the time studying the language of the natives,

for which purpose Brébeuf spent the winter among

the savages; they had learned all they could of the

people and the country; and had preached to and

confe'ssed the FrenCh colonists. They had established

one residence among, the Indians. He announces

that he sends Noyrot back to France, to look after the

interests of their mission.


