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_ ‘Less Than a Year Old . '

It was not until July, 1909, that any
buildings were erected on the future
townsite, Towards the emnd of that
amonth, R. B. Ester squatted on the
land which he understood was shortly
‘to be laid out for a town and erected
..“the first building and opened a gen-
eral store. and abeut ,the same time
ithe Meremante Bank of Cawada open-
‘x4 a branch %uciness in the . future
(town. Wihile® a  building was
rerected for the bank, Mr. Phillip Tddd
“who was the first manager,- who did
i business “with his. pocket for a safe.
iHe cashed cheques, made lcans amnd
transacted a general banking business
‘in a small tent which provided sleep-
ing and ‘dining accommodation for all
tiie inhabitants of the towmn

Places of Business

+ At the "present ‘time, the buginess
‘places of Acme consist of four general
i storgs, drug #and ' book store, bank,
‘han@ware’ store, god hotel, harness
;ehop, twb blacksmith shops, livery

';an&;"'feedfstahle'. tailor shop, tinsmith, |

Ubutesr op, -btliard amd “pool reem,
‘chopping ‘mill, two lumber yards; three
implement firms, two real estate
‘agencies, three building contractors, a
resident physician,

4. . School District to be Formed

A petition has been sent_.in to the

department of  education for the or-
sganization of a school district, and
it is expected that a school will Dbe
‘ready  for =~ opening - after the ‘mid-
‘twenty-five children of sehool sge in
(the area proposed to be Iincluded im
‘the Acme schopl district. As soom as
‘the school district is organized deben-
itures wil! be issued and money raised
, for the erection of a two roomed schoet
tbuilding.

4" Three religiotts denominations, the
.Methodists, 'Presbyterians and Angli-
scans, hold services in the Crescent
thall, there being two servicess every
Sunday. These. three denominatDjas,
‘and also the Roman Catholics, have
| igelected sites and are planning f#o
_build@ churches during the coming sum-
«mer,

Petition for Incorporation
An application ‘has also been made

‘to 'the provincial government asking
,for the incorporationn of Acme as a
tyillage municipality which it is ex-
¥pected will be granted at once, as all
. the requirements have been fulfilled
“As soon as the imcorporation papers
‘are received and the municipality is
organized, an assessment will be made
and ‘a systematic plan of public im-
provements in the way of street grad-
Ing and sidewalk construction will be
commenced. This will give Acme more
of the appearance of a real towj
than it has at present. The business
houses in the town, present a very
creditable appeamance, most of them
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steaders

- hemesteads.

beine substanial v etorer frame
buildings ‘Set on concrete foundations
and look as though they were built to
stay. e ;
.- Splendid Hotel Accommodation .

bullding and . the proprietorevid

had in View the future growth of the
town, when he' erected the building.
It is, a three etorey building iwith

The Alberta hotel is a very fine| = .

tull concrete basement, 80 ft. long by | ..

30 ft. wide, with offices, sample rooms
bar, dinjng room and kitchén on the
ground  floor and parlors and bed-
rooms on the other floors. There are
28 large, airy bedrooms, well furnish-
ed and about forty guests can be ac-
commodated. The firishings are all of
British Columbia first quality fi* with
hardwood stain. A liquor license ‘has
been granted and the formal opening
will take!place on Saturday or Mon-
day.’

The Acme concert 'hall or opera
house, has a seating capacity of about
200, and already a couple of travel-
ling companies are billed for shows,
since the train service was instal'ed.
Four Elevatars to ‘be Built This Year

Aeme ‘has not, yet reached the ele-
vator stage in its Mhistory, but four
elevator companies have securéed sites
and are planning to commence: build-
operations early this. summer or as
soonias building material can be se-
oured: This is, howeVer, a -flat grain
warehouse " with a capacity of 12000
bushels. T was informed that there dre
fully 200,000 bushels of oats <till in the
hands of the farmers, in the: country
tributary to Acme, which will _be
marketed just as soon as the shipping
facilities are adegnate. It is expectcd
that the Acme post office wi'l be made
a distributing office in Jume for bhe
surrounding post offices, including
Carbor, 'Sunnyslope, Neapolis, Raw-~
donville, Cora, Sterne, Rumsworth and
other points which are now being sup-
plied from Didsbury.

Acme will also be the distributing
poifit for points east of the Red Deer
river, as it is in close téich with the
best two fords in the river.

The Acme District

The country tributary to Acme at
the present time éxtends about 16
miles west to, the Rosebud Toulee;
east for 30 miles to thc Red Deer riv-
er; north to Trochu Valley,, about: 20
miles and south about six miles, an
area of over 1000 square miles. of
splendid farming lunds. In this area
there are a numhber of prosperous
little communities with their own
stores and post offices but Acme is
their nearest point to the railway, amd
as long as the terminus of the line
remains there, the volume of business
will be transacted at Acme. Even after
the railway fis extended northward,
Acme will have an immense rich
country east and west from which to
draw its trade.

Farms Are Not Too Large

A feature of. the Acme “district is
that as a rule it is settltd by small
ho'ders, 320 acrefarms being therule.
The homestead land was takien mup
foar or five years ago and when the
Oliver land act came into force. om
September 1, 1908, the original home-
secured pre-emptions ad-
joining or in close proximity to their
Very few farms consist
of more than a section of land. A con-
siderable amount of the school lands
has also been sold and most of the
C.PER lands close to the towm have
been sold.

Resources of .District

Acme is about twelve:.miles north of
the irrigated lands but the farmers of
the district ‘have never felt! the nec-

what
give shapeliness,

essity for irrigation, the génerous June
rains that come every year being am-
ple for the growth amd maturity of
the crops. The soil in the district is &
deep, rich black loam on a clay sub-
soil, which the results of former years
‘have proved to be very fertile, espec-

Vially adapted to the growth of spring

crops. Fall wheat has not been  ex-
perimented with to ‘any very great ex-
tent, but wherever - attempted has
given highly successful results. There
appears, however, to be something in
the soil which makies it especially
adapted to the growth of spring wheat,
oats, bar'ey, flax and vegetables, The
lang does, not cake and ‘spring opens
earlier than it does further west, thus
ensuring the maturity of the crops
before the early autumn frosts.

The Acme district is a continuation
eastward - of the (Crossfield-Carstairs
gand Didsbury districts., and the soil
and farming conditions are muth sim-
ilar to that of the eastern portions of
those districts. There is an entire ab-
sence of brush and there is nothing to
impede the progress of steam or gaso-
line power plows for miles at a stretch
and a large amount of breaking is
planned for this season.

Water and Fuel

Excellent water, absolutely free from
alkali, can be procured at any place
im the district at depths varying from
40 to 120 feet, and in the town of
Acme, the average depths of the wel's
are about 110 feet.

Seams of good coal have been found
at a large number of places in the
district,, but the supply for the town
and for the farmers is procured from
the mines at Knee Hills and Carbon,
17 miles from, Acme. The supply is
hhauled by the farmers during the win-
ter season when work is: slack.
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Superior Class of Settlers

The Acme district is settled by a
superior class of settlers, mostly Am-
ericans jnd Canadians, with a few
English, Germams and Scandinavians.
There are no foreign settlements, such
as Galicians or Ruthenians. They are
nearly all practical farmers, who, when
they ‘“homesteaded, had sufficient
means to build comfortable homes and
purchase the mecessary stock el im-
plements for their farms.

As yet very little land has passed out
of the hands of the original ownens,
the homesteaders who secured pre-
emptions being debarred from dispos-
ing of their original holdings until they
have secured their second patents.

The price of raw land within five
miles of the town of Acme is about
$25 per acre, and there is none in the
district that can be bought for less
than $20. Improved and semi-improv-
éd land varies from $30 to $35 per
faicre, according to loeation, quality,
amount of improvement, etc, In a year
or two there will be an .increased
number of transfers of lamds.

Well Adapted for
‘The country

Stock Raising.
known as the
especially along

I'IOW\'
Acme district. amd
the Rosebud, has for many yvears been
noted as a splendid stock country.
There was abundance of the most nut-
ritious grass and plenty of water for
stock in the ecreeks amd sloughsy Evemn|
after the advent of the homesteaders,
the distance from market precluded
the raising of large guantities of grain
except for feeding purposes, and as a
consequence ahmost every farmer has
a considerable humber of good stock.

They -are now looking forward to
having stock yards built at Acme for
the shipment of their stock without

T ioweér  freight charges. It will

to 40 miles to the €. &. E. railway’or
from 40 to 60 miles to the main line

Am Has Bright Future
gress of the Acme district there can

in the center of a very large and fer-
tile district, settled by intelligent and
prosperous farmers. Its business men
are fully alive to the opportunities that
He before them. :

The approaches of the town are easy
and it has good roads leading to °it,
fmmking hauling fakilities especially
favorable.

" With the establishment of a regular
traim  service,” the town cannot fail to
make rapid progress- and the whole
country surrounding it feels the bene-
fit in better shipping facilities and
not be
many years umtil the town and dis-
trict of* Aemé will be recognized as
among the very best parts of the prov-
jnce of Alberta. The resources are here
and the country is settled with the
right kind of people to develop them.

NO DEFINITE POLICY
OF THE UNIONISTS

In One Place They Talk Tariff Re-
form And in Another it is Not

Even Mentioned

London, April 9.—Major Coates, Un-
ionist M.P. for Lewisham speaking at
the City Carlton Club, said that at the
general election he went mnorth, south,
east and .west helping other Unionist
candidates, and he found that the party
needed a definite policy regarding food
taxes and Colonial preference. At one
place he was told to say nothing about
stich taxes, at another to declare that
no duties would be put on Colonial
corn, at~a third, that a shilling duty
would be placed on that corn. 'He
complained that there was.no definite
policy, and said in consequence speak-
ers did mot know what to say. That
confusion must not be allowed to ¢on-
tinue. The party must have one clear
policy on the question of Colonial pre-
ference.

WITFE WAS CHALLENGED
BY GENERAL KUROPATKIN

And Seconds Were Appointed For a
Russian Duel

St. Petersburg; April 9.—A duel bet-
ween. former Premijer Count Witte, who
represented Russia in .the peace nego-
tiations with Japan at Portsmouth and
General Kuropatkin, former Comman=-
der in Chief of the Russian forces in
the field, has been avoided through an
explanation by the former. General
Kuropatkin took offence at a speech in|
which Count Witte asserted that the]
modern Russian military commanders |
were lacking in moral courage and

of griving their beef animals from 30{

{Of the future prosperity and pro--{|

be no doubt. The town is located right}|

“The Faultless Flour”
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Seal of Alberta

Seal of Alberta

is
“The Faultless Flour”

and therefore

Makes Perfect Bread

were prone to blame others for! their
own failurgs. The general accepted the
reference as a personal insult and chal-l
lenged. '‘Seconds were uppoix_xted by |
both men. Subsequently the Count ex-|
pressed regret that his spoken words!
were such that the general could con-
said that-the remarks were iutendeu;
merely for general application. in!
sending the communications, exchang-
ed to the newspapers the seconds state
that the ineident has been satisfactor-

being put to the trouble and expense

ily disposed of.
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Mr. Rancher
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Cedar Board and Dimensions
$20.00 A THOUSAND

CUSHING BROS. CO,, Ltd.
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Read the ads in the Albertan want
columns--it will assuredly pay you.
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Emphatic

MATTING
Clean and cool.
covering for all time, but especi-
“ally attractive during these warm

mo:i y with a1y scheme of color
or furnishings, and displaying
rugs to good advantage. '

Reg. value 35¢ and 40c yard.

- = 25¢ per yard
36 inches wide: |
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An ideal floor

Always in har-

and brackets.

- Same as eut, extension 4 ft,, fitted with ends |

Mrs. Good Housekeeper

>
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We would like to talk to .yoﬁ
a minute about our new

Madras Muslins

We have just received our spring shipment, and are show-

‘.ing a magniﬁ'cent: and complete exhibition of the newest,

‘the best and the latest productions. We are particularly

fortunate to be able to show you a large variety of the
handsomest obtainable. You cannot fail to find something
in our splendid line to suit you.

Your taste and color scheme can be satisfied. You can get the correct shades

to harmenize with your interior decorations

The widtPs range from 44 to 50 inches and prices from 35¢ to $1.50 per yard. See
.our east window. You’ll marvel at the range of beauty and at the extremely mod-

est prices.

25 dozen Wilton Rugs
Specially Priced for
Today’s Selling

The best quality of Wilton Rugs in a consid-
erable variety of good designs and colorings. Size

18 by 36 inches. Regular valde $2.60.

Today’s Special - - - $210

—

10 Indian Mats
Axminster--with Wool Backs
Reduced in Price -

The attention of lovers of Oriental Mats is call-
ed to the unusual beauty of these patterns. Many
of the designs and combinations are strikingly
beautiful, and the superiority of these mats will
be apparent at a moment’s notice. Reg. value

$2.38,
Today’s Special $2.00

.

Ej;tenSion Rod

Same as:cut, extension 4 ft., all brass com-
plete ‘with brackets.

Today Special - - 2 for 25¢

i
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