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A Tale of the Covenanters. |0

CHAPTER I1.—THE MANBION OF BIRKENCEUCH—
AMIDNIGHT MARRIAGE—THE UNDERGLOUND

SEALCH.
The mansion-house of Birkencleuch stood

on the edge of a deep rocky ravine, the

rough precipitous sides of which wexe thick-
l);_ covered with birch trees, which, though
of no

!
fortg in sheer precipices, and ‘even here
where a little earth had lodged in the fissures
birch bushes grew luxuriantly, relieving the
sombre hue of the dark rock or grey sand-
stone with greenest foliage, avd scenting the
air with richest fragrance.

From this ravine the place evidently deriv-
ed its name, and gave that name 10 the man-
sion-house and the estate of two or three

hundred acres which belonged toit. The
house was & quaint old building, crected on
the very edge of the precipice, its rear walls
being s0 joined to the sides of the rock on
which it was built as to seem but a continua-
tion of the same, and to look from any of the
back windows was to look down into the
sheer depth on the trees or bushes growing
far below the rocky bed of the craggy ascent
on the opposite side, . clothed wiih its gar-
ment of living green.

The situaiion wes beauiiful and romantic,
and tho in all probability it was chosen
as a site for the mansion from the nataral
meaas of defence which it offered in & rude
and waclike age, a more picturesque place of
abode could scarcely be found by one who
loved the wild beauties of Natuie¢, and cou'd
find enjoyment in the heait of the deepest
seclusion,

In feadal times, it must have been a place
of great strength and securiiy, for be '« he
use of pieces of ordnance, it would ha n
almost impossible to aitack it from the rear
the precipice of the Cleuch d[hl)dhlg such

roteciion in that direciion that any foe who,

y dint of scrambliog, should reach the i base
of the walls, could e sily be harled over (Im
abyss bv \bose suncioned at the windows.-
The wal.s (heinselves were of massive con-
struction, and had numerous irregular pro-
jections, according to the form of the rock on
which they were built. . These projections
assumed the form of turrets, winp s, and
abutmeats, and most of these had small
windows or narow loon-holes, which con-
manded the ravine at al. point3 both above
and below.

It will be seen, therefore, that ihe house
of Birkeacleuch bad been originally a strong-
hold, for not only did it occupy such a defen-
sive position, end had been consiructed so as
to take advaniage of that posiiion to the full,
but its {ront nppmu(h biad at one t'me been
equally well gnaided. A deep trench, now
dry and parti .|||_\ filled with earth, showed
that a moat had oace been there, while marks
of a drawbridge were to be seen at the en-
trance door, and above was a rampart, with
parapet sull entire, and behind 1t room
for a number of armed men, who, from heir

lace of va :tage, could make a desperate de-
ence in cose of atlack.

The intevior of the place corresponded well
with its _outward character. With the ex-
ception of two or three, all the rooms were
small, and so numerous and oddly placed
that the modern dwellers in the place had no
acquaintaace with many of them, and it was
well undersiood that .fw:'u were cells and
secret chambers, the road to which was un-

known, the whereabouts of which was even |

unsuspected.
Huc{n was the building,
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it, which had the cfivet of br
footsiep along the passage within,
bolts of the wassive door were drawn,
the door itself pulled slowly back on
hinges.
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ce, who swod silently smiling at
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1 his features, and an
joyous m_nu :

“Eh! Miss Marion, ¥ g
onybody ken \!u like o' \hr\ \\ het for did
ye not ]\~l on she was comin’, Maister Walter.

j 3 naething ready for

) a bonny fytin’

for l!ml. Come awa’ in-bye. Wow, but I
am glad to see ye.!

“'Lhank you, Andrew,’

‘I thoug: wk you would be
my fath ke.”

And w for no for ye're ain, my bonnie
lassie ? We Jove oor dear ill-used minister,
mul s1 3 father s daughter we are fond
\ @ you. I yrawlie dae ye ken that ye hae
_ got a warm comer ia oor heaits for yer ain-

gel forbye. 1.\1( W t .mmL: Wi ye?—
\Anithe rsecuted ant o° Christ, as I
Qan see,

This bad veference to M'Kail, who was
standiog some paces fom the enirance,
holding ihe bridie of the two horses, whose
fcrm was iherefore bat dimly beheld in the
obscurity. At ihis moment, however, astout
lad eame from the direction of the stables,
and Walier having entrusted the charge of
the horses to him, ”ll"h was relieved of the
duty, and came forward within the threshold,
obscrvmg as he did so—

‘I am, indeed, a humble and unworthy. ser-
vnnt'uft‘hnﬂ. my good Andrew, and have,
like 0(1'L|:, suffered somewhat in my master’s
cause.’

‘As I'm a lecvin’ man, it's Maister M'Kail,’
exclaimed Aadrew, with another start ul’)m
ful surprise. * Buf, gracious me, let me steek
the door, for nae doot if the truuper-l kent ye
were here they wad coont ye a grand prize.—
Haud the licht, Maister \6uhcx for any sake
haud thelicht till I draw the bolts.’

Walter laughed as he took the light out of
the honest fellow’s hand, and they all waited
till Andrew pushed the pondsrona bolts into
their ﬂuckels, and made the door even more
secure than it was before their arrival.

TO BE CONTINUED.
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Money Market.
JACKSON'S EXCHANGE OFFICE.
Gnelph, December, 24, 1867.
Bold at 74 to T44.
;sold at 8jc to 3

s bo't at 78 to ‘11

or bought at 4} to 4c. d
pper Canada Bank Bills bought at 50c.

Commercial Bank Bills bought at 92¢-to 95c¢.

MONTREAL MARKETS.
Kirt.wood, Livingstone & Co's. report by Special
Telegraph to ‘Evening Mercury.’)

MonTREAL, December 20, 1867,
30 to 87 60 Su;u-runc No.1
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a © p
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Hasmiuron, December 25 1867
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| Evsiness men will find THE

| wERKLY MELCURY

; rz medinms as their |-w|wl

| & in adyance of any others in North, Western
Canada. and is the oxLy means by which exten
sive seiilemenis can be reached by the judicious

[ adveriiser

cireulations are

Advertising T
| be learned on's

es are very moderate, and may
pplication at the Office

wBook and Job Printing,

Ezecuted on short notice, at reasonable rates,
ind in ihe bost style of the Art. Having every
our command, in this department, we

¥ unn]n'vmnn as to style, quality and price

McLAGAN & INNES, Pubiishers

0w+ ce--Macdonnell Street, East of the Golden
1 ion, Cuelph, Ontario.

Oconer 29, 1567.
NOTICH

To Debtors & Creditors.

H S undersigned Executors for the Estate of

the late Alexander McKinnon, deceased,

be en( give no'.lu tu all parties indebted to the

sa'd Estaie, to pay to J. W. BURT, acting Fxecu-

wr for ihe same, as lle is the onl{ person author-

ized to receive money for the said Estate, and l"
na. Wezare forbid ruvln g to any otier person.

rlies naving claims against the Estate are ham—

uy poidtied to send in the same to the undersigned

o or before the espiry of six months from the

daw-tf.

Bass' Pale Ale and Guinness’ B
in pints and quarts at G

0. Wi

o

date of this notice.

| McLAGAN AND INNES, ;

5 0otk tvery aftamoo i (Sunday exeepted), and |

wiboys on the |

our own carriers, |

Y:en that none |
mn\'

and we | &

OPENING AHOUHGEHEIT

FRANK SMITH &CO

77 Front Street, '.l'oronto,

BEG to intimate to their Western friends and the public Eeuenlly, that they‘lmve now received a
large portion of their Fall supply of

Fresh English Groceries, Wines, Brandies, &e.,

Ex. ‘Planet,’ ‘Chaudiere,’ ‘City of Hamilton,” ‘Glenborie,” from London.
¢ Avon,’ ‘Oneida,’ * Hibernia," 'Paruvlrm, ‘Summer,’ and Pericles,’ h’om Liverpool.
«Abeona’ and Gln-ulm-r from G
* Agnes’ from Charente. | & o And are daily expecting the arrival of

Fresh New Crop Fruit and Mediterranean Cargo

Ex, ‘ Deodara,” * Canny Scott’ and ‘Mary Ann,’ from Malaga, Marseilles and Denia.

JUST RECEIVING IN STORE

'ml Hhds and Tierces of Barbadoes, Porto Rico and Cuba Bugars,
Bbls Currants crop 1866, VERY CHEAP,
5176 Half Chests and Catties Souchong, Congou, Japan, Gunpowder, Young and Qld Hyson Teas.

With a full assortment of Tobaccos, Refined Sugars, Wines and Liquors and Dry Groceries. All of
which will be submitted to the trade, equal to and below Montreal prices.

XF Inspection invited. Terms Liberal. Cash and prompt paying customers desired.

Toronto, 6th November, 1867. dwtf

e

CHRISTMAS BOXES.

WE WOULD INVITE THOSE ABOUT TO PURCHASE

tostep in and examine our stock, as it is larger and more varied than ever.

D. SAVACH.

Gueph, December 14, 1867

CHEAP

Photographs

W. BURGESS

BJ JGS leave to inform bis friends and the pub-
ic of Guelph and_surrounding country that
AMES suita-

Apothecaries’ Hall,

MARKET SQUARE, GUELPH.

J UST RECEIVED

h.nm,; received a large lot of FIR.
ble for

Christmas Presents,

he will through the BOLIDAYS furnish all kinds
oi Photographs at greatly

BEDUCED PBRICES.

Pl

A large supply of

SYDNEY BROWN'’S

PERFUME

- WATCHES

Superior to either the ““ Russell” or ““ American”
Wateh, coutaining as it does i new and
m

DELIGUTFUL PERPUNS
! A
for the Handketchief, unrivalled for the
ness of its odour and lasting propertic

Partics wishing to make presents of
graphs to their fricnds should call at once.

FLOT U RS

of akinds furnished in the first style of the art

John
W.BURCESS.

1Sth Dece mlw r. 1867. d\v

above A. Wood's Grocery

IF= Gallery
Lore,

1"

THE BARCLAY

SEWING MACHINE.

| Price Twenty-five Cents eaci| W ",

| AT PARIS, ONTARIO,

are the best in the Dominion of Canada for gener-
al purposes.  An examinatiou is merely request-
ed, which will be to the ul\ m!l,,v of those in
tending to purchase. All machines warranted,
Nisor Agzent for the DALTON KNITTING MA
CHINES, one of the best machines in the market

Apply to
PEY M MosEs
General Agent for t]

g A DU
FIRST APPEARANCE

OF THE

Guelph Amateur

DRAMATIC CLUB !

Tm; bove Ciub will make their first appear-

ance in the
TO W N FLA L L,
ON
Monday Evening, Dec. 30th
1 On which oceasion will be produced for the first

time ficre George Almar’s celebrated Drama, in
two acts, entitled

“The Charcoal Burner,”
“1¢ Dropping Well of Knaresboro.”

sweot-

¢ exceptions, the Barclay Sew-
rine, Manufactured by the British

. B. PETRIE

Chemist, Markeét Square,
dw

| AL

|

7 1867

Guelph, Dec

' Funerals, Funerals!|

|
| BECHTEL,
wunty of Wellington

is prepared to attend funerals as usual
| Coffing always on hand. Hearse to hire.
ing Mill is in constant operation
shes, doors, blinds, mould
its a share of public patronage
NATHAN T(lVFLl:.
Nelson Cr it

Ie soli

| Guelph, 27th Ang, 1867

Valndhle Bmlﬂmg Lms for Sale

INn "VERTON_

iler .n‘.\ for sale, chioap for cash,

‘m».‘
nd heing close

of ana
to the I)vmpl
art of the Villag
For terms ¥
y letter ¢
DUNCAN ROBERTSON Everton P’ O “

Mn\ tph, Nov. 15th, 1867 wit

" DOMINION SALOON,

(LATE GRAND'S SHADES SALOON,)

OPPOSITE THE MARKET,

GUELPH.

To conclude with an amusing afterpiece by all
| the mwembers of the Club.  For particulars see
programme.  Admission 25 cents ; Reserved seats
50 cents,  For sale at the Book and Drug Stoves,
and |Iw by the Members of the Club.

MORRIS ARMOUR
lnn'lsvr
dtd

Orchestra.
, 14th December, 1867.

Gold & Silver Plating

A. HOWIE & CO.

Royal Hotel Buildings, James-st.,
EAMILTON.

Watches, Chains, Rings Pencil Cases,
and all kinds of Jewelry
Plated in Gold.

Tea Setts Cake Baskets, Knives, Forks, Spoons,
&c., Plated at reasonable rates.
«lso, Door Plates § Carriage
Trimmings

of every nlem‘npuon done to order with neatness
and desp:te
Orders frum a distance punctuaMy attended to.

Hamilton, November 23 1867. dwsm

OIOROI PALMER
[QARRIST. ndAum—nu-u- W,

’E LIQUORS, Cigars, Oysters, &ec.
sonhand. Meals furnished nl

all Hours.
DENIS BUNYAN.
Quelph, December 2, 1867, dawly

DEVON BULL FOR SALE

OR sale by the subseriber, the Devon Bull

“Prince William,"” 4 years old. He has

hlknl cight premiums at the Provincial and

ty Shows, and also at the last New York

h jr. He is the best bull of the Devon
breed in Canada. Apply to

GEO. RUDD,

Puslinch Plains, Guclph I’ o

Guelph, 9th December, 1867.

CARD OF THANKS.

HE subscriber begs to acknowledge the pay-
ment in full of his claim mm the Puslinch
Mutual Fire Insurance Com, for the loss sus-
tained on the 8th July last, , in the destruc-
tion of his dwelllng House n.nd ‘contents, Ab-
sence from the Township prevented his publicly
acknowledging wu;:‘ '.hhe‘. prompt manner in

which the plny & . B4 seriat <
R & A CARTI Jhavossy, Notarp PRblie ant

Opposite the

MARKET.

1,000 MEN WANTED

At the ELEPHANT Clothing Emporinm

TO FILL THOSE

OVERCOATS and PEA JACKETS

which range in pricefrom $8.50 upwards. During thejpresent month

SMITH & BOTSFORD

will sell their CLOTHING at prices much lower than that of any other )louse in Guelph, It is now

generally admitted that this is the only Store in town where real Bargains can be obtains
Commercial Bank Bi]ls taken at par.

SMITH & BOTSFORD.

Guelph, 11th December, 1867. dw-tf

DIRECT IMPORTATIONS

OF STAPLE AND FANCY

DRY GOODS!

AT THE BRAD[*()RD HOUSE

GEO RGE J EFFREY

Has much pleasure in announcing the arrival of his

FALL AND WINTER STOCK!

WHICH WILL BE FOUND ONE OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE IN
CANADA. HE WOULD PARTICULARLY DIRECT AT-
7ENTICN TO A F..W DEPARTMENTS :

SILKS, Black and Coloured.
REPS, PRINCESS' CLOTHS
MANTLE CLOTHS,
Some thmgs Quite New.

And every other description of Goods will be shownas they
appear in the Market.

GEORGE JEFFREY.

Guelph, Beptember 213 1867. d

GREAT SALE OF

BOOTS AND SHOES

PREST & HEPBURN

WILIL,. COMMENCE

On Monday next, 23rd Dec.;

To sell off thelr entire Siock of imported Goods

At Cost ard Under?¥

and will continue until the wholo is CL 'u ARED OUT, as they intend in future to keep nothing but
their owia snanufacture. This will be the best opportunity ever offered in the Town
of Guelph to buy cheap Boots and Shoes, as the

‘Whole Stock will be sold without Reserve for Cash only.

PREST & HEPBURN.

Guelph, 16th October, 1867.
e

P& Come and See the Bargains at the <=

RUTHERFORD HOUSE!

DRY GOODS, CLOTHING

And a Cheap lot of Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Underolothing,

All of which we are determtned w sell cheaper than any house in the town, and our

Groceries, Orockery and Lléuors are Oheaper than evt

Just Arrived from Newfoundland
Barrels Latest Oaught Labrador Herrings,
{88 Half Barrels Latest Oaught Labrador Herrings,

d as the best .“'\Nlm

which can be




