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CHAPTER XIX.

What is tke Oldest Lodge in the British Erapire
Overseas?

A Study in Masenic Jurisprudence.*

Freemasonry previously to the Revival of 1717, did
not spread into any part of what was then, or is now, the
British Empire Overseas.  Its activities were confined to
the British Isles. It was not long. however, after the mem-
orable organization of the Grand Lodge of England that the
Craft and its prinaples were propagated elsewhere. [t
found its way cut to India very soon afterward and a Grand
Lodge was estabdished (at least nominally), in Bengal in
1725. The first lodge in Boston began work in 1733-4. under
the authority of Henrv Price. Prov. G. AL of North America,
are twis only G fow veors Later, in 1738, that a lodge was
estal lished st Anraglis Roval in Nova Scotia, by Erasmus
i res Philipps, which wi = the first ¢n Canadian soil.

Thovs: nds of I dges Five since Leen orgamzed all over
the Anglo-Saxon v rld, and have served their d; v and gen-
o tion in spreading @ knewledge of the Craft. its prine iples,
ieals and traditic ts. AN have had their vicissitudes and
hove Feen affected |y chansing local conditions and not a few
]

e ceased o be.

Cf all those which surmive and which are more than a
century old, there are few whose history could not be made
the subject of an interesting paper, and perh: n,w the history
of St Andrew’s, No. 1: St John. No. 2: Virgin, No. 3: and
St George's. No. 20, in this jurisdiction. all \\nhm this class,
would be as interesting as any other.

I cannot mention more than half a dozen. and their men-
tien must have reference to the consideration of the title
question, “Which is the oldest Lodge in the British Empire
O erseas?”

In considering this question, we are concerned with the
claims of six lodges:

arris, W. M., of St Andrew's
1918, and before the N. S




