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All naii4M< «h* ^otltKal diBrulties. wh.le of a 
more aerioas aatara thaa say of the other tondit» ne 
hare investigated. are by no means meurm untable We 
raa BMid-l oar ra r..ad depart meat» from Europe . there 
ia bo ream* why we ah.iuld be too proud to Irani from 
oar auter net» ne wh*a IB thta rarticuler raae they ran 
tearh ue a raluable Ira» n W» raB surely d<> aa well aa 
they hare doue !)< • inr. n «tint If we. who b wet of 
he ng the focemoet nation IB the world and the beat 
buelaeaa men ahould not consider ourse, tee capable Of 
handling oar railway avstem the aame aa dm a Germany

The kmeriran people bare uot yet failed in anything 
they eameetly undertook Xor will they fail when they 
oB-e realise the.r duty and their rights n regard to the 
publie h'ghwaya of the r country

fh it public ownership of ra 1 ruade ta a political issue 
we may consider aa a cosrluaire fact . not nr-reear I y an 
actire political Issue, but one whuh la al >wly but sur ly 
working Its way from Its paaelve nto Ita active state 
The general dissatisfaction with the manner in whuh the 
railroads hare discharged their dutlie baa been so pro­
nounced that eren from d-ntervatire quartets we bare 
utteran ce to the elect that whatever the faults of public 
osmerehip. it wi u'd ,be an tmprovemrnl <B past and pre­
sent condition»

In our present mquliy we b ive tb ref re enlcnvorcd 
lo i new. r lhe quralt. n whether | uhl r ownership of rall- 
r<> da bee hem wucrresful elsewhere We have made but 
tew atlemple lo n nsider the outcome of a public owner 
•lup policy in the Vnitrd Stile* If this policy has 
prorrd eurreealul. and in some r.iaee rm-n ntly successful, 
ela. where why eh uld we d iuht Ita aucreaa here? Are we 
not equa ly c.vpab'e id doing «rh it other nntli ns bare 
done ?

A'l we have therein, e roight hue been the facts And 
we have found, by quoting authentic slat stlcel figures, 
that government ownership of raTroads in foreign roun 
trlra baa not proved to be n financial failure We have 
seen that the majority of state railways have given re- 
tame id from S S to * per rent on the capital eip.nded 
lor con trurtli'O and equipment ol the road* We have 
found that government railr. ads are not recent expéri­
menta. and that the tenden y. after aevrnty, sixty or 
fifty years of application of the publ.c owneiahlp po'lcy 
in the respective countries. Is toward more, rather than 
leas, state railroads We have aeen that In the country 
where the public railways have in all respecta reached 
the highest development, hut S per cent of all the rail­
ways are now m private hands, nnd that this percentage 
is constantly growing lisa We have found that the bulk 
o' th> world's railways, those of our own country cx 
rcptid. are opeiatrd as government railways; that this 
has made It possible to render service cheaply and with 
financial success As examples of this we have found that 
on the laegewt state railway system in the w- r'.d the 
average passenger fare la 1er a than a c nt a mi> ; th.it 
In another counter a thousand mile Journey can be un 
dettakin at an expense of I ss than sev.n dollars ; an I 
that at an expense ,ff alirhfry more than ten dollars the 
same joi.rney may he made with accommodations far 
superior to those offered by the roaches in Anvr ca. We 
hare found that the accommodations offered by existing 
state railways particularly n Northern Europe, are of a 
kind comparable to any. and that the s-rvtce is :apid 
and punctual

We hare seen further that freight rates, contrary to 
current opinion, based on misleading figures, offering no 
true comparison, are not higher rn government ra lroads, 
except in very spec al Instances, th -n cn^the private rail 
roads in the Vnlted States, nnd that, comprr.ng Eu 
ropran state railway systems with European private sys 
terns, the public ra Iways invanab'y futn sh cheaper 
servee. Aid last, but not least, we have lourd that the 
safety of travel -a greater., and n countries w th h ghly 
developed state railway systems, far greater, than In our

own country. We may add. to complete our statement, 
that discriminât ope in eaten are unknown, and that the 
pub ic railway administrations follow the progress a 
their respective fields lolly as closely as do onr prie ate 
managements Many of the developments and impeore- 
tnents in the railway field have been originated and firs; 
adopted by governmental railway systems in Europe

In short, we hare found from our nventigattc n that 
the claim referred to in the introduction of thin series, 
that •'exist nr government railroads are not managed 
with either the efficiency or economy of prirnte’y men 
aged , roads, andatbr rates charged ere not as low. and 
therefore not as beneficial to the public.” Is absolutely 
false in regard to most of existing state railways . and 
m regard to the rest of them It contains only a half 
truth ,

The tacts quoted. howeve«f. not on’y permit ue to 
reject the statement made by the present Republican 
candidate for the free denry. as baring been uttered 
either out of Ignorance of real conditions, or in sub 
servienry to "vested interests'* ; they also permit those 
i f us who b'lleve In government ownership of public 
p-operty to claim that government ownership of rail­
roads has proved highly succeed ill everywhere where It 
has been fn'rly tried This, we claim. Is because public 
ownership of public highways is the only reasonable nnd 
logical condlt on of ownership—in a word, because it le 
the only condition of ownership which fills the demands 
of true, genuine democracy, in the deep nnd real sense of 
this word

I .et me here repeat, that It should he understood that 
when we attack private ownership of railroads wr attack 
a condition; we do nog- attack personalities If private 
ownership is n wrong condition. If It has been fruitful of 
corruption and public degeneration. It is not the past 
anil presrnt owners or managers who are the only ones 
responsible. We. the people of the Vnlted States, who 
permit this condition to continue are responsible. l»et ue 
not as cowards blame others for what in the last Instance 
is due to our own Inactivity, apathy, and lack of ap­
preciation of the Ideals of a true republic. There are 
railway officials In the Vnlted States who. ns men. are 
of the highest type. It has been said before, and It may 
well be repeated, that there are n this country able rail­
road men who. If serving the Interests of the whole peo­
ple. rather than the interrste of a private monopoly, 
wou’d raise the railway system of this country to the 
foremost place in the world. There are men In the eer 
vice of the railroads, occupying the scats of directors, 
who realize the Inequity and the attendant evils of prl 
vate ownrtship There are others, in manag ng positions, 
who denounce as strongly as anyone the depravity of 
their stock-gambling superiors But these men will not 
come to their own until our railway system is operated 
for public benefit rather than for private gain. Let it 
therefore he fully understood that it is the present in­
equitable system of monopoly we denounce, not the men 
who are the victims of our institutions.

The railway system of America has an opportunity 
ahead oV?t not equaled anywhere in the world, but only 
the ignorant boaster of his country would claim that we 
have as yet reached the goa'. It is true that America 
has placed itself foremost in th* flrorld in many respects, 
due to industry, ski'l, persistence, and energy ; and our 
practical railroad pirn have carried out a wonderful 
work They have proved themselves equal to any occa­
sion where their ability has been permitted to freely ex­
ercise itself Let the fullest opportunity be given to 
these practical railway men—not to exploit the public 
for private gain, as many of them have been compelled 
to do against their will in the past, but to bring the 
railroads of America up to the highest standard attain­
able.

ITus opportunity the people of the Vnited States 
-have tn their power to oocner or later give to their


