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dist preacher. This was the immediate instrument
of an cntire change of heart and life.
fnducted into the ranks of Methodism, it was
quickly perceived he was capable of becoming use-
ul ; and accordingly the subordinate, but important,
office of class leader was assizned to himm. 'This was
his place. Iu the service of sixty years he never rose
nbove it, or rendered himseIt unworthy of it. And
in conforinity to the genius of Christianity, and the
aggressive principles of the rules ol the body, he ex-
horted, reproved, or instructed all with whom he
had any intercourse. Methodisin is one in every
town, in every village. Wherever he came by the
clue of friendship and iinpulse of duty, his character,
his office were respected; he naturally found a wider
door of usefulness open to him ; and, in the short
space of a few days he eame into personal and fami-
liar contact with hundreds of rouls, hunzering and
thirsting after righteousness, who rejoiced in his
light and caught an increase of Lieavenly fire from
the Spirit of burning which s eminently dwelt on
him.—N. Y. Christian Ad. & Jour.
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THOUGHTS ON THE DOCTRINE OF
ad ATONEMENT
“wo. 1.
T ue atoncment of Christ is described in sacred writ,
as the grand and only inedium of.our access 1o God.
This harmnonizes the perfections of Deity, and wins
their exercise on our hehalf, removes the guilt of sin

we Lave incurred, and opens the way for us to the |

forfeited paradise of God.

A religion without an atonement may please the
fanciful and proud mind of a philosopher, unawaken-
¢d to his true condition as a transgressor of the laws
of God ; but it would be poor consolation to a man
conscious of his demerit as a sinner, and his exposure
to the wrath of the pure and just Legislator of the
upiversc. A\ man cannot be rcconciled to Lis Maker,
and be conscious of his approval, unless he firmly re-
1y upon the atoning blood of Christ as shed for hu-
man transzression.  ‘The more enlightened we are
in the knowledge of God’s word, and of our own na-
ture and character, the more need shall we see, and
teel ton, of just such nn offering for sin as the Re-
deemer made upon  Cualvary. A truly enlighten-
ed man, sces a nuimber of reasons for this atonewment,
he sees those reasons in his fallen, wretched and cor-
rupted condition ; and has such a scriptural view of
himself as to cause him to beklieve, that therecan he
no heaven to him, a guilty sinner; without the firm
belief of, and trust in, the atonement,

1. The Llond of Christ is declared, in holy writ, a
suflicient sacrifice for sin, and suited to procure the
greatest blessings for mankind.  This blood was
that of a pure person, of him whose humanity was
mysteriously, but ineffably and actually, united to the
Divinc-nature.  The divinity of Christ is of the
highest importance to us, for on it depends the worth
and validity of the atonement hie is said to have made.
If belicfin the Divine-nature of the Redeemer of
sinners he given up, and exchanged for the Socinian
and Umitarina view of his person, then the peculiari-
ty of Christianity, and its distinguishing excellence,
js forever M<t : it ia no longer a religion suited to
sinners, to fullen and corrupted beings.  T'ake away
from Christianity the truth, that Christ is God-man,
and that his merit, and his only, is the source of the

sinners’ acceptance and justification by God,and what
i3 there left in this religion to distinguish jt fror'n
mere human systemns of religious faith ? A pyrer
morality, indeed, would be inculcated by tire C.Ji::is-
tian religion, than either Paganism or Mahometanign,
inculcates : but without an atonement for tringres—
sion, it would be a morality without sufficiently pow-
crful motives to win the sinner’s attention : it woy)
Le a morality a corrupt and unredecmed being could
never perform.

_ The greatest peculiarity of the Jewish religion wag
its constant requirement of sacrifize,—of blood to be
shed as a propitiatory offering to Derity :—and j;
was this which most nearly assimilated the Jewish
and Christian systems, avd made the former a suita.
ble forerunner of the present dispensation, ‘Che
Jewish sacrifices tended to keep up in the minds of
the Jews the necessity of atonement, in order to the
pardon of sin ; and their sacrificial cfferings were re-
quired Ly Jehovuh, to direct the attenticn of man-
Kkind to the sacrifice, which in the fullness of time, he
had determined should be made fer sin by the Lamb
of God—tle Redecnier of ths world.

As the oflering of the Jewish sucrifices alluded to,
were enjoincd by God, and as the manner in which
they were to be presented to Hini was clearly, mi-
nutely revealed, the conscience of the Jewish wor-
shipper was pacified, when the ceremonies con-
nected withthe laws of sucrifice and atonement were
performed. If then, as the Apostlc Paul, in the
Epistle to the Hebrews argues, the Jews attained
some benefits by the ¢¢ shedding of the blood of bulls
and goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the un-
clean ;’—if they felt that the will of God had been
complied with in thé presentation of their offerings ;
if hope of pardon and enjoyment of the Divine fa-
vour resulted from their sacrifices ; how much mere

causc has the Christian believer to rejoice; what a \

more complete and immovable foundation bas
he for hope and assurance of acceptance with God,—
who has the perfeet sierificial atonement of an
Almighty Redeemer to depend upon, as the source of
his justification by his Maker, the medium of his in-
tercourse with beaven,and of his attainment of every
spiritual blessing.

2. 'I'he true sacrifice made for gin, St. Paul assures

us, was offered to God. Many relizions have existed
in the world, and the ingenuity of imen has been ex-
hausted in giving variety to them. Many of these re-
ligious systems have made large demands on man-
kind. They have exacted of them much silver and
gold ; much labour and suflerings have they requir-
cd of their votaries’; and in not a few instances the)

have demanded from their most perfect and sainted
adherents a whole life of self-denial, or a cruel death.
But after all the labour enlured by pagan idolaters,
after all the tormenting ceremonies, and destroymg
rites, all the selt denial and painfulness produced by
pagan superstition among succecding gencrauom;
God may say—who hath required this of your bands’

All has been the resuit of will worship ; all the s

fruits of religions made by corrupt Leings ; and never
required by the God of truth. ‘Ihe Christian system
is distinguislicd by thestamy it hears on every part 0

it, of its Divine orizin. Its fundamental doctrines
could not have been invented by man ; and agreea-
ble to this declaration is the truth, that no individual
or nation has ever, when left to their own reason
without the Bible, invented the doctrines of Chrns-
tianity, and furnished mankind with their momentous,
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sublime,and cheering doctrines.T'he doctrine of atonc¢

ment was revealed by to God Adam after his fall, it
y man shou!

thedeclaration,—that ¢“ the sced of the vwoman: |
bruise the serpent’s head.” And if we dlllgﬂ“Y_
peruse the Sacred Scriptures we shall see, what re
gard he has had for the doctrine of :'nonemcr}l i~
how exact he is in requiring satisfaction for sin ;
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