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FIVE MINI I"' SERMON

M. BOSBAERT

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

THE HOUSI
WHERE Wi
I I8 GO

In today's gospel
8t. Peter exclaimed: “Lord, it is
good for usto be here.” Wae should
all like to be able to say this ; bub
there no place on earth of which
these words are true ?
there is, as we shall see if we reflect
for a moment. - We can use the same
worde in spesking of the church,
the house of God, since here we
find all that is necessary for our
soule, the fulfilment of all our de
gires, the eatisfaction of all our
oravings.

1

we read that

Let us consider first the pulpit
where 1 am now standing. You hear
the most important and oconseling
truths proclaimed from this place
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trouble ourselvea? God's 18
record our deeds and note our inten
tions. It is better for us to be
bumbly submissive to God's will,
than to be the
children.

Absence of trials, a clear path to
the heights of virtue, a relish for
religious practices is not God's usual
way of rewarding faithful service.
God's rewnrd is & greatsr and heavier
croee. Everycross is a crown begun,
is an old saying.

Our Blessed Mother suffered most
on Oalvary, after Jesus, and she
wes the holiest witness of Jesus'
death, Her reward for the moet
taithful service and most tender
attention to Jeeue was the blessing
of suffering that our Lord bequeathed

ang
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Never weary of virtue or lose heart,

| because a cross has thrownits shadow

the glorious goal of all your efforts is |

revealed to y«
to kn

u here ;
w God in His
merey and in His moet perfect beauty.
From this place you are taught
the sole means wherehy vou can reach
your eternal bhome in the world
to come; you are warned of the
allurements and snares of the world,
you are tanderly corrected, when you
have done wrong, and you Aare
admonished and encouraged to be
brave in your warfare sgainst the
enemy of your souls and to persevera
in your resistance to his attacks. In
this place the most attractive exam-
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Have not many words of comfort and
edification been uttered from this
pulpit ? May we not truly say that
it ie good for us to ba here ?

2. In the second place, let us look
at the Confessional. You all know
what a terrible evil sin is ; then con-
gider our crucified Saviour, who tells
you plainly enough how great the
ransom ig that must be paid in order
to release us from gin. Think of the
awful consequence of sin, which
renders your souls liable fto
cursed by God, which brings you
to an abyse of misery, and exposes
you to everlasting condemnation.
If you are honest, you will have to
acknowledge that sin makes you un-
happy, very unhappy. The sinner is
tortured by the ever-recurring
thought: “I am no longer one of
God's children ;" hie conscience is
never at peace, and he sees his own
degradation and the depth to which
he has fallen. If, however, he comes
to confestion, and with true con-
trition acknowledges his guilt, the
heavy burden is at once removed
from his heart, and’' he hears the
worde of absolution spoken by God's
representative and ratified in heaven.
He feels another man altogether ;
the heavy load of sin is gome, and
his conscience no longer reproaches
him ; profound peace reigns in his
soul and he is glad and joyful of
heart, for the glories ot heaven are
again open to him. Such is the
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Gerald C, Treacy, 8. J. in America

The way of the Propegandist is
familiar,
It is generally admitted that the
Teuton received more than his due
tor skill in foisting his ideae on the
nations of the world. The catch-
ery " German Propaganda' has
been worked to death. For the
Briton has more than outdistanced
the Teuton in pushing British ideas
to the fore. Witness the Peace
Conference and its sequel. The
League of Nations was at firet an
American idea. It was Wilsonian,
its soul came from a Papal
letter. Without giving the Vatican
credit Mr. Wilson put the Pope’s
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then Britonized it, and sent Mr

bo | Wilson home to give it to the Ameri

| can people.

We must make the
world safe by making small nations
safe.” Every
to that. But the safety of small
nations did not mean those small
atione still tyrannized over by a
British army of occupation. blind
Americans to the resl meaning of
small nations, propaganda had to
come in and show how uselees it was
to speak of Egypt, and India and
Ireland, for these were domestic
questione. The poliey of propaganda
is to obscure the main issue or befog
the question in such a way that the
propagandist’'s ideas are accented,
while the issue is railroaded into
obsourity, and the main question is
relegated into the realms of forgotten
history.
Propaganda
advertising.

is olosely akin to
It differs from advartis-

| ing in this that advertising to be

result of a vigit to the Confessional ; |

—may we not say therefore that it is
good for us to be here ?

3. Lastly, let us think of
the most holy Sacrifice
What intense happiness
near our Divine
able to ramain close to Him and
to pray in His presence! We can
come to Him at any time, and need
never fear that He will refuse
welcome us. If you seek love,
to Jesug, for who is mc
or more worthy of love?
want a friend, come to J
is the best and truest of friends,
ready to help you,
most powerful. If you need hgp‘
come to Jesus; for re is your bést
and mightiest helper and protector,
your unfailing support.
hungers and thirsts for refreshment,
come to Jesus, for here He offars you
to Himeelf, be your food and
nourisament. If you long for ocon-
golation, come to Him ; He is the
God of all coneolation, It
advice, you will receive her
and most trustworthy counsel. If
the world persecutes you, you w
findrefuge and shelter here. Inshort
there ie not a single moment in life
when your appeal to our Lord is in
vain. Isit not true, then, t
the place of which we
that it is good for us to be here ?

Yes, indeed, it is good for us to
be here ; let us resolve to come
trequently to hear the Word of Life.
Come very often during this holy
season of Lent,
and courage from the contemplation
of our Saviour's sufferings, His love
and His mercy. Visit the spot on
earth where it is good for you to
be ; listen to God's word with devo
tion, and practise what you hear ;

Jesus in
Altar
it is to be
saviour, to be
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go often to be cleansed in the Holy
Sacrament of Penance, and units
yourselves worthily with Jesus
at Holy Communion. If you do all
this, you may be sure that some
day our Lord will allow you, as He
allowed Peter and James and John,
to behold Him in His glory, and,
when you enter eternity, veu will be
able to exc'ain withtruth: " Lord, it is
good for us to be here ; here will we
abide and set up our tents for ever
and ever.” Amen,

NEVEB WEARY OF VIRTUE
Sometimes we seem to tire of do-
ing good ; it is s0o monotonous. Il
health may be the ocauee of it ; or it
may regult from a slur or an insult
or a slander that has reached our ears;
it may arise from a desire for more
attention and greater appreciation
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successful must be grounded on
truth. What is known as " fake
advertieing ” in the businees world
may make & momentary success, but
its ultimate failure is certain, for &t
very plain reason that Lincoln or
Baroum gave in his famous state-
ment on the imposeibilivy of fool
ieg all the people all the
with propagands it is
ent. Being a recent growth
shell shocked civilization it
difficult to tell whether or nof it
ignore truth or
achieve permanent
tainly it can win
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great many people that a half truth |

is a whole truth, and
ment can .ewing the
the book world and
world, no matter how flimsy
foundations, the movement will
How far it will go only history can
answer.
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It is a patent foct to any one who
has followed the recent movemeat cf
Spiritiam that its twin sigter ie propa
ganda. And it is scarcely an
geration to say that neither war
policies nor peace policies of any
government in the world ever re
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| to the extent that this modern cult
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received it. Publishers and
editors of magazines and newspapers
in England and America are hand in
glove with the promoters of Spiritiem
to convince a world still rocking on
ite foundations that “the Naw Revel
ation’ has come. Not only is that
true, but the individual Spiritist
becomes almost immediately after
allegiance to the cult an ardent
propagandist. Very much like the
vietim of the drug habit, it seems a
symptom of this modern mental dis-
eage to stimulate the addict to epread
ite poison. The old or the young
wherever you meet them or wherever
you flud their printed statements,
are burning with mania to spread
their new ideas.

No better example of the propa-
gandiet spirit than that manifest in
article in ¢he January issue of
thke Woman's Home Companion.
Margaret Deland is in the third of
her geries of papers on the possibility
of communicating with the dead.
Her thesie rune in this wise : It the
normsal explanation solves a few of
the phenomena of Spiritiem then let
us put aside the supernormal explan-
ation. '“So let us try the normal
explanation on a tew verified happen-
inge.” 8She thereupon proceeds to
fit the ‘“normal cap” on the phe
nomena of materialization and
mediumship with the to be-expected
result that the cap does not fit.
Then within a paragraph the writer
suggests for an understanding pf the
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matter disoussed the reading of three |

with Lodge, Holt and Myers as
respective authore. Her next
reforence to a book of peychic lore
riges in the soale of feariess propa
gandn, and gives the name of the
publis! Thereafter follows a very
good story from the “Proceedings of
Suvierty for Paychical Research

n oareful page refereune,
am James orward next
ith tartlivg tale about
the desth of his “"Aurt Kate.” All
told there are nine books mentioned,
some with the names of the publish
ers, and having read the books I can
vouch for the fact that Margaret
Deland hes selected her passages
wisely from the human-intereet
I'he propaganda process
is ensily seen. The casual reader of
the Woman'e Home Companion gete
gome very interesting stories with
reference to their original sources.
The Deland article strikingly like all
stimu
latee interest. The reader with or
without any positive religioue tenets
finde an nnkpown fleld opening before
his anxious gaze It is an easy step
from the magazine article ta the
book and from the book to vhe ecance,
And propaganda has trinmphed wisth

conquest of a )mxu" goul
tined to be the victim ok
abonormal and unhealthy ment
dition frequently
house.
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The cruel thing about this S
ietic propagandaie thab it plays upon
the most eacred human emotions
It guarantees to the bereaved that
their beloved dead are not dead.
‘Here is the solution of the problem
of lite,” cries the propagandist. ‘'Yon
can communicate with your dead,
which proves that they are still liv.
ing. Read these authentic cases of
ﬁpiri‘ contact and ther try for your
gelf.” Whether it ie Basil King or
Margaret Daland or any other maga
zine writer the lines followed are
precisely the eame. The article
starts out to give an authentio proof
that a soul that has died has
me
interueliix
happenings

automatic

come
eage ; it
ends by giving

account of weird
tilting, levitatione

a very o
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And
in one instance 18
will stand the test of imp
ciem, that will meet the cne impor-
tant quers Is there unmistakable
proot that the v¢ "oe coming out of the
dark is the voice of the soul that hea
gone ? Whoee voice vuml‘fw
the tense silence of the eéance, whoee
hand is moving the table or levitating
the medivm ? In a word, it is spirit
identity that must be proved, and in
the mass of evidence marshaled by
the propagandist there is not an
instance cited where identity is
proved. Ae identity ie not proved
the claims of modern Spiritism fa'l,
but it is here that propaganda plays
s etrong hand. As the phenomena
produced by Spiritistic means are
very striking, the initiate or novice
in Spiritism is assured that they are
the result of the activities of the
dead who are striving to communi-
cate with the living. But where is
the proof that these spirits are actu
ally the forces at work ? That they
really are the epirits of "Raymond” or
Meyers or any one individ that
t claim to be? Propaganda
with the rejoinder:
)liver Liodge has vecognized his
spesking from the other plane, as
ghows you in 'Raymond/’
lize that he is gcientis of
eminence whcs ress of intel
18 universa 0 owledged ?
you with your limited intellect
dare to doubt that b r'ght
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68 pagandaas
Men and women of
world of thot
with the ne revela
n they t wroug ? Or 8
3ir Conan Doyle pufs tes argument
hig latest book, “The Vital M
Bage : "It <8 possible to
down the names of fifty profeesors
great seats of learnirg who
xamined snd indorsed the
would includs muany
eatest intellecte that the
produced in our fime,
facts have been in
only science that has a
Xprees an opinion I have
in my thirvy ars exper
own one entific
who went thoroughly iuto this
r and did not end by accepting
the spiritual solution.” This is pro-
paganda'e trinmph. In no other way
can the r: al ise be o2scured more
clevarly then by clouding it with t
8ay-80 Of g funames, So in article
afler tic containing Spiritism’s
messag-, there is the constant bharp
iog on the fuct that the new move-
ment has back of it the real thinkers
of the world. l'o setrengthen
word of the writer the lecsure plat-
form ie to be used, and Americans
have been invited to.hear the great
soientist, Sir Oliver Lodge, the fore
most apostle of Spiritiem, tell in
his own words the remson for his
allegianca to the cult. With good
press-agenting and good manage
ment the Lodge lecture tour will
give Spiritism a new impetus and
propaganda will score another
teiumph,

Whether ths movement is destined
to go on gathering force with as
much rapidity as it did during wer
and post war days remains to be seen.
Qertainly there but one force
in the world to oppose it, and that
foroe is the Rock of Truth that error
hae dashed against century after
century, only to recede be
broken. When Christ eet the Rock
gtrong in His strength i%* was not
backed by the intellectuals of the
world and ite message not
furthered by propsganda. It alone
can anewer the claims of Spiritism,
and in ite anewer is Spiritism’s
defeat.
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IMPORTANCE OF
PAPACY
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Men of learning, lovers of pesce

|
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|

have loog beun seeking to crente an |

institution which would be superior
to the sovereign etates, not so much
in political power or authority as in
the reslm of jastice mnd right, If
two quarrel ng
been told time and tiomre
be content to lay their cause before
a court whose judgment they are
bound accepy, two nations, two
States should splso find it possible
to submit their ocontroversies
gome tribunal. We have long
familiar with such arguments
with efforty directed towarde creat-
ing an institution which would em
body the wishes of those earnestly
geeking after relief from the evil
they strive to overcome ; such wishes
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World War. W
the institution
tional Court,
of Arbitration,

etber we designate
aimed at an Interne-
& Court of Nations
Lesgue of Natio Court, is of
conee (aence lh(‘ important consgider-
ation 18 the l:a-lL iden, and all friends
of peace are of ove mind cor
taat, says the Central Bureau.
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what looms like a
Morgana drcr'w: [N near at
has been realized centuries ag
natione of occidenta! Eurcpe had
such an institation in the
Ages in the Papacy. And if at pres
ent a really effective internatiounl
court is being spoken of as the great-
est and loftiest and most beneficient
social institution, then these same
characteristice apply with equel force
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of the natione.
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ete. One may form whatever judg-
ment of the Papacy one will; the
epoch from 800 to 1308 marks the
period of bistory during which the
Church put into practice what ie
now b ing attempteco
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the same wholesome irflu
pgnin over he powerful ones of
the earvh in behalf of all the people.
The elder Archbishop Spalding once
very properly reminded an opporent
of the Papacy (Miscellanies, vol. 1,
p. 56 ) He “ehculd bave borne in
miod that, but for the efforts of
the Poyes and for the power they
ascquired in temporal matters by the
free consent of the Earopean nations,
Earope would, in all probability,
never have risen from barbarism nér
progreseed in  civilization,
pwer was almost always put in
requisition to check tyranny and to
guccor the oppressed. The voica of
Rome liberated the captive, struck
off the ohaina of the serf, cheered
the oppressed, and struck terror into
the hearts of tyrants. Protestants
have admitted all this.”

D
i

who bave
bleesings ;

iatever
authority

international power,
tribunal may be estab-
lished to protect the interests of all
the pecples of the world, ite func
tions would have to be the counter
part of those exercised by the Papacy
in the past, Wil the new power be
able to act as impartially, as wisely
and a8 efficiently as Rome did ?
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shed.
You may win a cash prize by d

Many have done this as wil

the names and address

send you. If you find the faces mark ¢

one with an X, cut out the picture

send it to us, together with a s

on which 3

have

and
slip of paper
ou have written the words *
found ||l the faces and marke

/rite these nine words pl
n case of tie
and neatness are considered factors
this t
This may take up a little of your time
but as TWO HUNDRED DOLI \I\~|s N
cash and many merchandise prizes |
given away, it is worth your time to
1 little trouble over this matter. Remc
ber all you have to do is to mark the face
xulnu(!lw picture and \\nh on a separate
piece of paper the words, "'l have fou m.l
all the faces and marked them,”

WE DO NOT ASK YOU 70 SPEND ONE CENT OF YOUR MONEY IN ORDER
O ENTER THIS CONTEST

Send your answer at once; we will reply
by Return Mail telling you \\h ther your
answer is correct or not, and we wi Il send |
you a complete Prize List, together with the
names and addresses of persons who have
recently received Five Thousand
Dollars in Cash Prizes from us, and ful
particulars of a_simple condition that must
be fulfillec his condition d¢
volve the spending of any of your mon
Although these persons are en
known to us, they are our refe
enquiry fro y one of ‘v\

| theinformation that our contests are carried
out with the utmost fairness and integrity.

Winners of cash prizes in our late competitions j§
will not be allowed to enter this Contest.

This Competition will be judged. by two well
men of undoubted integrity, who
on with this Company, whose de-
cepted as final,

s not in s must &

unity to win

a good round §
ood s

s that of anyone else
rs of cash prizes are
this contest,

m enterir

Send Your Reply Direct to

GOOD HOPE MANUFA
' 46 ST. ALEXANDER ¢

TURING COMPANY
IMONTREAL, CAN,

h,w ET.

& SN




