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RELIGION IN ITALY.the case know that Bishops were ap- plished is still far off. Church to be the word of God is not before the Eucharistic Congress,
pointed there, not as an order In the It is to be regretted that there was the word of God at all. It Is a forgery ^^“{oJ^ere symbol,’ he
clergy Instituted by Christ, but as a no allusion to the only means by which of later date. said. ‘ The devout are too Inclined to
convenient rank in the government of Christian unity can be effected and ■■■ ■ 1 reject food of angels and accept the

preservation of order in so large an lie Church la Invested by God as the The last German census reveals the and aaknown saints,“and in*visiting all 
organization. In fact, Methodism holds one fold to which our divine Saviour fact that in that country, the cradle of possible relics.’ ” ’
that there is no inspired or divinely wishes to bring all His sheep, the Oath- Protestantism, Martin Luther’s relig- “This statement, epitomizing as It 
imposed Church polity, and therefore olio Church, having the successor of St. loua revolution, called by a strange did the sentiments of many clergymen 
It may be said that Dr. Caven Is cor- Peter as its head and teacher. euphemism “ the Reformation,” has *“® chu^^r^tde'a‘deep^m^ewlon!
rect in stating that there is no essential The chief reason which seems to in- been prolific of sects teaching all man- There was a moment’s pause and ap- 
difference between the two denomiua- bp[re those who wish to bring about nor of strange doctrines. Among those plause followed.
tions in the matter of Church govern- a union appears to be that such a union which retain the name of Luther In „ “Tb® question of symbol» aod tb® 
mentl wil1 make the united body a greater ‘hel* designation are the Evangelical for a division of6*opinion between the

Dr. Caven recognize» that there will power in the land, and will enable the Lutheran, Old Lutherans, Lutherans of American branch of the Catholic 
bo greater difficulty in arranging the three Churches concerned to do their the Immanuel Synod and Lutheran Free Church and the Continental branch.” 
matter of Church government with the work more economically. We have no Church, there are, besides, the Lstab- Our attention has been called to this 
Congregationalists. doubt that such would bo the case if a Wehed Church, which is founded on a despatch by a subscriber in Alberta,

The Congregationalists arise from union of hearts and souls ware effected; compromise between Luther s and Cal- who asks, ‘‘Is this true?” 
the old sect which in the time of but we fear, and indeed wo feel certain v*n 8 teaching», Lvangelical Reformed, Our readers will scarcely need to be 
Oliver Cromwell was known as the In- that such a union would be effected 0*d Reformed and Reformed, German, t^d that there is no division of opinion 
dependents, and its palmary principle only at the sacrifice of the Christian Hessian, hrench, Walloon, Helvetian between the American Church and the 
is that each congregation is independ- truths which thete denominations still and Hutch Reformed, Liberals, Ana- Continental Church on the subject of 
ont in itself both as regards Church retain. The benefits of union would be baptists, Huguenots, Zwinglians, Wal* symbols and the veneration of images, 
discipline and doctrine. When it was more than outweighed by the loss of denses and many others. These have The word worship was formerly used 
proposed in 1833 to establish a general Christian faith which would result diversities of belief which keep indiscriminately to signify any honor 
Congregational Union for England and therefrom. them hopelessly apart, and the divers- op veneration offered to the Creator or
Wales, the difficulty of establishing ....... ........... .. — ities began in Luther’s own lifetime, so creature, and in accordance with
such a union on the basis of independ- TJIE ^IBLE AND SO-OAII FD 110 denounced most strongly the this usage we frequently find the word
cnce of congregations was recognized. HIGHER CRITICISM tendency among his followers to division employed especially in early English in
Nevertheless, a union was effected, and ____ ' on the most trivial pretexts. But this the sense of the inferior honor paid to
a creed adopted, rather as a meins of A lively discussion arose at the meet- ^dency he could not suppress. Sects creatur09i Wo find it so used in the 
informing the members what was the ing in Montreal of the Provincial Synod continued to multiply, notwithstanding marriage service of the Church of Eng- 
genoral belief, than as a standard to of the Anglican Church on the afternoon his a88ertioQ of an authority to which land, where the man, before placing the 
which all should adhere. It was ex- 0f the 13th insfc. The cause of the com- a11 the Ueformed should bow in submis- fing upon the woman’s finger, says : 
pressly stated that motion was the opening address given 8ion* Why8hould the* admib the teach- tt Wifch thig ring l thoe wed> with my

‘‘It is not intended that the following by Bishop Carmichael, the Coadjutor *Dg authority of one who proc aime body I thee worship, and with all my
statement should be put forth with any Bishop of Montreal. The address was every Christian to inter- worldly goods I thee endow, etc.”
authority, or as a standard to which an eloquenfc and pafchetic appeal to the Prefc the Bible for himaelf ? U wa8 an The late Anglican Archbishop Trench
assent should bo required. Disallow- „ .... *1 vv uuo .. . ,vrannv #nr r nthnr to Haim . . c ...ini, the utility of creeds and articles of Church to be loyal to the Bible as being cJlde"t tyranDy ‘ . V, ! speaking of this passage says :
religion as a bond of union, and pro- the revelation of God to man, given by tba*; bls f°llowera 8 uu 0 y l™’ “ Clearly in our modern sense of wor-
tosting against subscription to any hu- God for our guidance till we attain whercaa ho refnsed to oboy tbo eatab" ship, this language would be iiiadmis-
man formularies as a term of commun salvation. lished authorities of the Church who aible. But worship or worthship meant
ion, Congregationalists are yet willing „ ’ had the authority of fifteen centuries ‘ honor ’ in our early English . . .
to declare for general information what The Bishop pointed out that in these J i„iu. ..h h!. This meaning of worship is still very
is commonly believed among them, re- days the Bible had been assailed and ln tbelr *avor' wbereaa harmlessly surviving in • worshipful '
serving to every one the most perfect its truth questioned under the pretence colleagues, the leaders of the Reform and in tho title ot • yoar worship’ 
liberty of conscience.” that higher criticism shows that it is movement, had no authority from any addressed to the magistrate cn the

It must be plain to a candid reader not the work of the authors to whom it one but themselves. bench."
that with a creed like this, which is has been attributed by Christians and Once admit Luther's right to reform In Shakespeare also (Julius Cicsar 
changeable from day to day, there ,jewa for a peri0d extending to fifteen the Church of Christ, and every one i, 2,) we find :
could not be any reasonable union centuries before the Christian era. can claim the same right. To no pur- «< jf ho had done or said anything 
with either Methodists or Presbyter- According to this theory tho books of P09e did Luther quote the Acts of tho amiss, he desired their worships to 
ians who have a fixed belief. Neverthe- Moses are an invention of the time of Apostles ii. 17, to the effect that “ the tlmlk ‘t hla infirmity.” 
less the Rev. Principal Caven said that the captivity of the Jews in Babylon, L°rd added daily to tho (Christian) Many similar passages could be found 
he did not anticipate any great dilfi- aud modern concoctera succeeded in Society or Church such as should be in authors of not very ancient date ; 
culty from this point. persuading the Jewish people that this saved." It was answered that he him- but owing to the change which has

He states further three indispensable was the system of religion which they aelt had established a new Society, and taken place in the English language, 
conditions for union, the most import- had believed and accepted for many had authorized rebellion against the it is not customary to uso the term 
ant of which is undoubtedly that “ tho ages as God’s revelation. This view of Church which had existed uniuter- worship at the present diy to express 
doctrinal formula must bo drawn up so the case he regarded as an absurdity, ruptedly for many centuries, so he could the relative respect which is shown to 
that tho truths of God shall not suffer.” and ho appealed to the Church not to not claim that thia Passage of Scripture the images of Christ and His Saints.

But how can such a formula be drawn allow these views to prevail but to take Save bi“ any riBht to rale arbitrarily We say relative respect, because the 
up, while tho Presbyterians believe its stand at the present time as in the the Church of God. When they were veneration is referred entirely to the 
that election and reprobation are truths past, on the integrity of God's word told that St. Paul condemned schisms, originals of those images and not to the 
of God, while tho Methodists deny and to cling to the Holy Scripture as and commanded all to be “ perfect in images themselves. There is surely no
these doctrines, and the Congregation- the ancient standard of the Faith. the same mind, and in the same judg- more impropriety in showing this re
alists leave each person free to believe Knowing that this clinging to Scrip- ment,” ho was told that if this had any spect to Christ and His Saints, through 
or reject these and all other doctrines turebas been the boasted principle from aPPlioati°n, all should submit them- their images, than in the respect shown 
». the. ««a fit? . . , , ..... solves not to Luther, who was himself to the statue of the late yueen, or
‘ Professor Gregg said that he appro- Alias'profess^dToTirWe uTcrc^d in rcvoIt- but to the Catholic Church, King Edward VII., or to an honored 
dated so highly Principal Caven's ad- we abould not ex ct that these 8cntil wbich Possessed whatever authority statesman whose statue is erected in
dress, that ” ho disliked to express his menta thould have met with thln succession from the aposlos conveyed, any of our public parks,
disicnt as strongly as his conscience bu, aDD,.mso but thi_ w„„ 7, fh„ But greatly divided as the followers It is clear, therefore, that American 
required In his opinion it would be Pf, * . , , of Luther have become in Germany, Catholics venerate images, just as Con-
injurious to morality, to doctrine, and Uev. Ur. Langtry ,‘OVcd a resolution ^ey ar° ”” Spht “P “ C^°hc3 d°’ bU‘ W6 d° DOt
to discipline to effect the proposed thankiug Bishop Carmichael for fog»abapeaUng countries, as England, give them the supreme or divine honor 
union. And it was not his own opinion bia iucid and ,)ow6r[ui sermon lmi the Lnited States, and Canada. In the which belongs to God alone, 
merely, but that of a large proportion orderi„„ that it b„ „rintcd la thy United States one hundred and fifty Father Thuente did not condemn the 
of Methodists and others. He did not journal ,,f the House aecta aro named on the censua roll> in veneration of images, the use of scapu-
belleve that the Presbyterian Church Canon WaUh at ^ roae and aaked «-Bland about the same number, while Ian and beads, the veneration of relics 
would hold together under tho strain Ur- Langtry to withdraw his motion, as m Canada’ thongh the population w not and invocation of Sain s On the con- 
of a union, and if it were to take place a , e number of deiegatea could not nearly 90 ,arge’ tbcre ar0 on° hu”‘ trary- hla worda a9Publisb®d ™ tbe 
thore would be a split. accept or endorse tho position taken dred and forty-t”° named’ the P^of the proceedings of the i.ucharis-

It was tho opinion of the rev. gentle- by the Bishop. names o some o w iic , wo are con ic ongress were .
.... . . , , „ . fident, some of our readers have never 1 he Church has at all times sane-

man that when Christ prayed for union, Judge Hanniugton approved Dr. even heard of. Of course our readers tioned and recommended the devotions
merely a spiritual union was meant. Langtry's motion ami “ hoped it would h.ve heard freouentlv of \mrlicans ?° tho Sainta- the veneration of piousr-s.rirai'a rr; rm 2 snrxastr* - -agreed? He thought not Tho Pro n . .. d and fou6ht out' kt “a d° and others which have numerous con- But he does warn the clergy to in.
ressors of tho Presbyterian colleges waa ^ung^ere was “e^'sctpHo Rations throughout the country , but struct the people that they are not to
are not always teaching doctrines in lam reached tho cTurch and the * °'“ >irefer tho creaturo to kb® Creator, or
harmony with the Church, not in bar- 00„ Wo were then told that namoa-ang/“aaunc0“th to neglect tho adoration of Christ in

with the Bible, to say nothing of a myth> that th°0 ™ ££ “ ^ymlsT”6AngeUcaU sThel^s ^ TT°‘
the Confession of Faith Half of the took p,ace, and that tho story of the chr^ Ip’hians Div ’e 1 on ,’ "puL nd Wds wCh Sht wW
Old Testament is regarded by them as creation was ail a fairv tale anH tho . . . ’ scapulars ana ueaas wnicn mignt with.. , creation was ana iairy taie, and the Doukhobors, barringtomtes, Irvingites, flp^w tho aoul from Gmlnot tho Word of God, but as tho work u, n } Millcr came with hi .. .. , i r. lu v a araw tno soui irora uou.
of men of whom nothing is known. If ' r ,, W, hi* (who call themselves also Catholic Apos We agree with Rev. Father Thuente

iiii . . . . glorious testimony of the rocks, and tolic,) llornorites, Huguenots, Humani- tbat tbe neonle must bo lirouerlv in
there should be union, the .doctrinal thia did much to check tho un- Brians Jude's Church Mormons , , • 7 , P °i.orly m-
door would have to ho made wide bol;ef of the y tarian • ‘ ' strutted in the nature of the supreme
enough to admit all sorts of theology, , the time. “ut now Maniehmans, Miciats, Swedenborglans, worship which is duo to God, and that
r/ttLat/tLugL it was timet  ̂who acÏal.yteû us'the Bible °“ T* V]'yilTÏÏÏF'T ^ ^ t0 b° giVC“ toCreat"

Dauae , ' . who actually tell us the Bible ren, Saints of God, Salutists, Star lxre3. We do not think, however, that
The Rev Professor McLaren spoke 8 “° ‘-spire • 1080 men ar® tcacb" Church, S ta veil Church, Syenicals, this instruction is actually neglected by

to lîtar effoorîho Wo.tata.to" In, £Titans, Zionists or Dowieites, etc. the priests of this continent, for tho mat.

Confession to which tho Presbyterian b„ar ” iTay'lot'tho synod’show iL fœl’ • rf d° not k—w howall these wlll tor is clearly explained oven in the little 
Church has always adhered is strongly 7 . 3 ®. the synod show its feel- justify themselves for departing from catechism which is learned by all our
Calvlnistic and was drawn up ex- l-g ln the matter by carrying Dr. Lang- the command of St. Paul ” that there Catholic children. We do not think,
pressly to exclude Armiuian doctrine. ^ X'ro v'i Ma", L word of ^ $°c" =” "m T eithcr- that Fatber Tbuent- meant to
If the people knew what is involved in . . . . presume that their excuse will be say that there is a widespread ignorance
union, they would bo slow to give it Çod which has stood for ages, by which similar to those given by Calvin, Luther among devout Catholic people on this

. , ’ . . .h wo livo, and oy which many of us hope and John Knox. As these said that tmhioH Rnfc thp l^ast imnnrfanf nnoa
to draw up anfo6rmulamofgcvotd so vague to dic to be regarded as a mere piece of the Catholic Church needed Reforma- tion ia'what Father Thuente’. private 
that each Church could interpret it lltcratur0* an‘ tbla by “0,‘ *ho ar® tion, so the great host of hereslarchs opinion is. As a private individual ho 

.. , .. . teachers, in the Church ? (No. No.) found that tho Reformed Churches from might easilv be mistaken • but the mat
according to taste, but the only result Th ,ot us haTO a clear expression which they socodod wore eouallv in T , l ! „ raat'
of this would bo greater friction than . ... . ., t«cy socoaeu v ere equally m ter of most importance is that proper
ever before. from this house need of being reformed. instruction should be given to tho
over oeiuru. Canon Welch, Rev. Dr. Ailnat, Pro- ____ _____________ , , . .....................

The Rev. J. W. l’odloy, of tlio West- fe880r Clark, Principal Whitney, all CiTHOLIC DFVOTTOm P-ople, and we are satisfied that this ,s
evn Congregational Church, stated that apoUe ahJwiug their sympathy wit I, the 0AIH0LI0_UC l OUONS. b«»g given by the priests in all parts

tho question cf union had been tlior- views of the Higher Critics while the Some journals in tho West have pub- ,,>nm if .
oughly discussed by his deuomi-ation, rov. Mr. Inglis, Rev. Dyson Hague, lished tho following telegraphic des- seen that tho sensational telegram sent 
ami there was a toiling that union Rural Dean Kerr, Dean Evans, Arch- patch, which we copy from the Kansas to the Western naners eros-lv misren- 
would mean tho abandonment of tho deacon Norton and others maintained the City Weekly Star. ro n, tbo P"P g y 1
essential features of Congregational- position taken by Bishop Carmichael and A cat1ioi,io priest against image
ism. lie would bo willing to make Rev. Dr. Langtry. The Higher Critics worship and tue carrying of
spell an abandonment if thereby were in a minority, and finally allowed heads.
greater Christian unity can be ob- Rov. Dr. Langtry's resolution to pass “ New York, Oet. 4.—'To discontinue
tainod. unanimously, but not till they showed the veneration of images, to discard

Tho Rev. J. A. Turnbull was of opin- plainly that mauy of those clergy who ,tbo ac:l.llu'ar> the devotion to relics,
, ..... , . .... .. invocation of Saints, and the carrying

ion that though union is possible and occupy prominent positions in the o( beada> Wero tho innovations sug-
desirable, it is at present impracticable, Church aro prepared to maintain that gested by au extraordinary article read 
and that the day when it can bo acecm- what has always been hold by the by the Very Rev, Clement M. Thuente

Utu Catholic $tecorï>.
Notwithstanding the hostile attitude 

which has now existed for over thirty- 
four years between the Government of 
Italy and the supremo Ruler of tho 
Church, the last census of the kingdom 
makes it manifest that the Italian 
people as a whole still retain
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shaken love for the Catholic Church.
There is, it is true, a deplorably 

largo number who have abandoned the 
faith. Nothing else could be expected 
where bad newspapers and godless 
schools are maintained by the State, 
and so it appears that over SO,000 per
sons declared to the census takers that 
they have no religion, while so many as 
94,000 refused to make any statement, 
whatsoever ounce ruing their religions 
belief.
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These numbers are saddening, but 
with so large a population as there is in 
the whole kingdom, they are not really 
large, for the total,number of Catholics 
is given at 41,539.000, of whom 10,008- 
000 aro under fifteen years of ago. 
The total number of Protestants is 
stated to be 05,595. Of these, 10,723 
are under fifteen years. Great efforts 
have been put forth by Protestant mis
sionaries, particularly by Methodists, 
to turu the Italians to tho variou* 
Protestant sects ; but when it is re
membered that of these sixty-five thou
sand, a large proportion are Waldenses 
whose ancestors were in Italy before 
the Protestant Reformation, and who 
afterward became in a sense amalga
mated with tho Protestants, making 
common cause with them, and that 
there are thousands of foreign Protest
ants, English, Americans, Germain, 
etc., it will be seen that tho missionaries 
have had very poor success in convert
ing the people to their sects, though 
they have's pent many tens of thousands 
of dollars in tho so called evangeliza
tion of Italy.

Tho Israelites are not numerous 
either, considering that they have had 
settlements in Italy since the beginning 
of Christianity, and even at the date 
when our Lord lived on earth.

The time cannot bo far off when the 
trouble now existing between the Gov
ernment and the Church shall be settled 
by an agreement between both parties 
concerned ; and when this state of 
affairs shall exist, we have no doubt tho 
zeal of the priests will be efficient in 
restoring the power of the faith, and 
dissentients of every class will return 
to the fold of the Church, and Italy will 
become once more so thoroughly Cath
olicized that sects of all kinds will 
dwindle to exceedingly small pro
portions.
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London, Saturday, Oct. 29,1904.

THE CHURCII UNION MOVEMENT.
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Several times, while commenting upon 
the movement which appears 
become very popular iu the Vresbytor- 
ian, Methodist and Congregational 
churches, t<> unite into one body organ
ically, we have pointed out that such 
a union cannot bo effected without a 
departure from their doctrinal teaching 

the part of two at least of the organ
izations thus uniting, and probably of 

We have noted that tho
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all three, 
three denominations have at the present 
time differences of belief in regard to 
doctrines wbich are held to be revealed 
by God. To unite these denomina
tions, it will bo necessary for all either 
to accept as revealed doctrines which 

of those denominations believe to
bo contrary to the revealed truth, or to 
reject what some believe to have boon 
revealed.

Tho purpose for which Christ estab
lished a Church on earth was that His 
truth should bo preached and taught to 
all nations, inasmuch as tho Apostle St. 
Paul declares : “ We have spoken all 
things to you in truth,” (2 Cor. vii. 
14 ;) and Christ promises that 
Spirit of truth shall come and teach ” 

llis Church, tho
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THE SITUATION IN FRANCE.
” tho am<

A recent decision of the French 
Court of Cassation has been given to 
the effect that Catholic teachers who 
are members of religious orders may 
continue to teach in the same schools in 
which they have been hitherto em
ployed, if they are secularized and wear 
a secular dress instead of tho religious 
garb.

It was feared that many thousands of 
the teachers who have been suddenly 
turned out of their schools under tho 
brutal Law of Associations, would be 
thrown out of employment, but this de
cision of the Court has opened a way 
for them to earn a living in spite of M. 
Combos’ efforts to bring them to a state 
of starvation ; and at the same time 
many Catholic schools which have beta 
closed will be re-opened immediately, 
so that the effect will not bo nearly so 
disastrous as was expected. For form's 
sake, many of the teachers have applied 
to the proper Government department 
for decrees of secularization and have 
obtained them. Thus the laws against 
religious associations have become in
operative in their case. A despatch 
from Rome states that this new turn to 
affairs in Franco has given great satis
faction to tho officials at the Vatican, 
as it is now certain that French chil
dren will not be deprived entirely of 
Catholic education, and as the zeal of 
the teachers will not be very greatly 
diminished, if diminished "at all under 
tho new circumstances, which have 
arisen, it may bo confidently relied on 
that there will still bo a fair supply of 
good Catholic schools throughout the 
country.

Tho Dioceses of Dijon and Laval 
which were rendered vacant by tho 
resignations of their respective Bishops, 
made at the Pope’s request, in spite of 
tho opposition of Premier Combes, have 
not been filled, as the French Govern
ment has not acceeded to the requt ti 
of the Pope to nominate proper persons 
to succeed them. In tho uncertainty 
when the appointments will be made, 
tho Holy Father has directed two 
neighboring Bishops to do any Episco
pal duties which may bo necessary 
within those Dioceses, and in the mean
time, the Vicars-Genoral of each diocese 
will have charge of the ordinary 
diocesan affairs, and attend to all neces
sary correspondence with Rome.

In reality, the Holy Father need not 
await the pleasure of the French 
Premier in’order to ûll the vacant Sees,

den
thethe pastors of 

AjKistlep, “ all truth (St. Jno. xvi- 
13.| and the purpose of this is that they 

“ teach all nations all things what-

par
ba<
weimay

soever He has commanded.” (St. Matt, 
xxviii. 18.) Certainly they will not 
fulfil tho end for which tho Church of 
Christ was instituted if they ignore or

which
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1
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barter away a single truth 
Christ has taught and commanded to be

coi
bu
intaught.

Tho truths of the Christian religion 
connected with and so dependent

he
iotare so

upon each other, that tho denial of one 
doctrine interferes destructively with 
the whole plan of salvation, and tho 
Church which is ready to barter away 

revealed truths for tho sake of

of
wa

some
wheedling men to accept other teach
ings, or of extending the number of its 
adherents, betrays the trust committed 
toit by Christ, to contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the Saints.

ch
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da(St. elude 3.)

Our view of tho case is not without 
its champions even among the denomin
ations which have seemed bent upon

ig
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effecting a union.
At a mooting of tho alumni of Knox 

College, which took place in Toronto at 
the end of September, tho Rev. Princi
pal Caven gave an address iu which the 
points in favor of union were set forth 

but notwithstanding the elo-

ti
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quence of tho speaker, he failed to im- 

tho alumni with tho desirability

b

press
of tho movement. Professors Gregg and 
McLaren, Kev. D. C. llossack and 
others declared that even if such a 
xi ti ion as is proposed bo desirable, it is 
impracticable at present, and tho Pres
byterian Church would have to give up 

than she could afford should she
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take such action, and this was the t
ageneral'.', opinion of tho meeting, com- 

of the most eminentposed of sonio 
Presbyterian divines in Canada.

Tho Rev. Principal Caven declared 
that on the question of Church govern
ment there is now really no cause for 
dispute between Methodists aud Pres
byterians, a» the ministry of tho 
Methodists is now essentially Presby
terian. Tn this respect, it must bo ad
mitted that, so far as Canada is con
cerned, Dr. Caven is correct, for though 
Methodism was originally Episcopal, it 
has entirely ceased to bo so in this 
country. In tho United States .Method
ism is now nominally Episcopal, but all 
-vho arc acquainted with tho facts of

1
t
t
t
i
i

Looking back on the years that have 
passed, how consoling it would be at 
the close of your life to feel that you 
had lived, not for passion, appetite, 
and the empty pleasures of the world, 
but for your soul, for God, for the 
happiness of heaven which would soon 
be yours to enjoy with angels in that 
“ Paradise of Delights.”
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