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into a million little pieces without, on | Him *‘the fatthiul witness '

apology, or a regret.
rather knelt, there on the ruins of my

St. John calls
He chose

of His works

y of life went to smagh, shivered | for in the Apocalypse

part, a resistance, an objeciion, an | His apostles as wituesses
And 1 stood, or | and doetrines : ** But you shall recelve
the power of the Hely Ghost coming

A TIMELY LETTER.

The magnificent letter of Arch-
bishop Begin will give the quietus to the
conscienceless humbugs who have been
taunting Yrench Canadians with dis
loyalty to Kngland. He recounts
briefly the services rendered by
French Bishops to the crown, and as-
gerts that it would be fmpossible to
find even among the highest of Eong-
land's aristocracy & guccassion of men
who have been more loyal than the

) N ade of
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and remember that their mental or-
gans are not up to the digesting of the
gtronger literary food which we de-

ment venture to express anything but | words
the highest praise for some of the |ing

nede How boautiful are the
of Browngon : ** I have been, dur-
birteen years of my Catholic life,
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pride and passions, wondering atitall,
and at myself, knelt bumble, submis-
glve, repentant, and happy, the vericst
child, while I learned over again from

upon you, and you ghall be witnesees
unto Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and Samarla, snd to the uttermost
parts of the earth ” Understanding

light in. party, such as Dillon, Blake, Daviit i antly ongaged io ‘h.“ study | thig living book of ipuccence, heroism | this purposo of the Redeemer to entrust
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DI of season, oftimes in unselfish way de- | especially in relation to philosophy |long forgotten and discarded legsons of | mony of witnesses, SU John BRYS:
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ratio is ** God says,” and whoso syllog

author, forit shows sincerest interest.
Bat such gerves only for amueement,
and could hardly be said to be an as-
cent of the literary hill.

There are thousands who read books
in this fashion ; who know nothing of
those who wrote them; who, in fact
do not realizs they were written by
anybody ; but take them asa matter
of course much as a child takes its
surroundings—as if they always ex
igted, and were for his especial use.
No thought is given to the making of
the book. They read several works of
ope author, without even konowing it,
or becoming in thaleast aware of his
personality. Soiong as the story runs
to a satistactory end they are content.
After & few years, however, they
grow weary of beautiful heroines, ete.,
and, realizing that the life Jed by the
dauntily gowned females who are on
gpeaking terms with most of the nobil-
ity, comes not within their range of ob-
gervation, they turn for something bet -
ter, at least more real. Thais is an im-
portant step and & hint at this time
from a compatent helper can bear
great fruit.

Next comes the the epigram stage.
S)me terse expression of & thought,
often pent up in their own brain for
want of clotuing, appeals to them ;
and unconsciously they stretch out
their hand to shake with the author.
He becomes to them a real being, oane
whom they look to as able to express
for them in good form many of their
own thoughts. This attracts the men-
tal eye to mode of expression ; and
they come to admire more the vivid
description of an occurrence, rather
than experience their former absorp-
tion in the event itself. With eyes
open for some beauties, others will
dawa upon them ; and their early de-
light in the brave doings of the hero
| will change places with an admiration
of the author's clever drawing of hiis
characters. Originality of thought or
expression will next appeal ; and then
wa are in a fair way to realiza the
amount of work required for the mak-
ing of a book, and are more ready to
appreciate and enjoy our intellectual
food.

So let us not judge too harshly the
writers of epigrams. We all know
they can be sprinkled too plentifally
over a book, and nauseate or at least
weary. Bat they have a work to ac-
complish. They stimulate the literary
appetite for good expression of thought
and must be accorded an early place
on the bill of fare.

Much may be said against the fore-
going if pleasure only is the end and

Bishops, than the clergy of Quebee,

The letter is timely since it informs
the timorous who were hoodwinked by
the politician : and to the intelligent
Canadian who knows his French
brethren, it is but an eloquent recital
of deeds which, whilst showing their
loyalty in the past, guarantee it for
the future.

Bat the whole business was worked
by those who believe in making polit-
ical capital by trickery and calumny.
A few letters started fit, and forth-
with we had a mob of the ¢ {ntelli-
gent '’ eiecioraie nowling and ye
out what they had heard or
what had been told to them
Their hysterical and ignorant ravings
made a good many people bemoan that
such have any voice in Canadian af
fairs ; but we suppose that on this
sphere of mixed blessings we must per-
force put up with “ our intelligent
constituents” who are driven like
cattle to the polls, who know practical
ly nothing about the question at issue,
and who are ready—aye, ready to ex-
ercise their lungs at the behest of
their political masters.
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RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENCE.

What strikes us forcibly is the dense
ignorance of too many Catholics of the
tenets of their belief. We do not re:
fer to those who have been turned out
on the world at an early age, but to
the individuals who have had oppor
tunities to improve and develop their
minds. They know some things, of
course, bat too vaguely and too incom
pletely to be of any practical value to
themselves or to others. They may be
good, but they are not intelligent
Catholics. We have more than once
been astonished at the poor show
ing made individuals from
whom we had a right to expect some:
thing, in rebutting charges against
Catholicity and in explalning its doc-
trines. They seem to imagine that
knowledge of Christian doctrine be
longs exclusively to the priesthood ;
and so they are content to go om,
with the lessons of byegone days be-
coming dimmer with each recurring
year, and thereby neglecting oppor-
tunities of untold good.

We believe that one of the princl
pal canses of this lamentable and
widespread ignorance is the in-
difference displayed by the family
for religious reading. The children
are taught,at least by example,that the
catechism and other works of an in-
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But we do know that the Irishmen
who put Ireland first and self after-
wards have done all that men could do
to appease their opponents ; they have

Parliament, though they offered them
time and again the hand of fellow-

tinguished the hatred that has its
source in insane jealousy and disap-

the Bishop says, to make & clean sweep

ard Wagner was obliged, through re-
verses of fortune and neglect of his
relations, to seek shelter in a pocr
asylum.
acted oftimes on life’s boards. We have
more than once in our rounds of char-
itable institutions come upon old dames
who were put there by sons and daugh-
ters who could afford to keep them at
home or to have them placed in some
respectable family.

this : and the man who so far forgets
his duty to the mother who cradled
him, and worked for him, and whose

even if I had been frae to do so. I
have never found my reason struggl-
ing the teachingse of the
Church, or felt myself restrained or
found myself reduced to a state of
mental elavery. 1 have, as a Catholie,
felt and epjoyed a mental freedom,
which I never conceived possible
while I was a non Catholic.”
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hip, but neither patience under in-
xpresstons of amity have ex-
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A PARISIAN CLOISTER.

Sacred Heart Review.
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ointed ambition. It would be well, as
One day, about a year ago, writes a
Hartford correspondent, I visited a
quaint, dingy, old convent—seemingly
Jost and forgotten, shut in and hidden
from view by immense new edifices
on every side—ot cloistered nuuns, in
one of the older quarters of the city of
Paris I found myself—chance did it
—one of the army of ubiguitous and
uncermonious sightseers, with my
Baedeker in my hand, inside the
door of the chaple in & small spaee
lef’ to the outside world, and cut off
from the choir by a high framework
of thick, cold, biack iron bars, sug-
gestive of the awful majesty of the
law.

I have no remembrance of the archi-
tectural style or beauty of the place,
although the study of lines, and
arches, and columns Was the object of
wy excursion. Ior as I put my hand
upen the big, oldfashioned knob, a
cadence of voices fell upon my ear ;
and, when I entered I heard and saw
what disturbed the heretofore even
tenor of my pet pureuit. I heard a
gymphony of soft, sweet, low voices,—
voices such as the cherubs of Michael
Angelo ought to_have, music that was
ethereal, and filled the sacred edifice
like incense And I saw the nuns
were there, two hundred of them, and
this was the office hour.

I slipped in, feeling half guiity, in
| silence, on tiptoe, dreading as a sacri-
" | lege to make one discordant sound o
fed, hqplng that an ornamented coffin | | o +pat heavenly harmony. I crept,
will hide the fact that it encloses & | all eyes and ears, in a flush of surexci-
pauper’s remains. tation, as near as possible to the grat-
ing, and falling on my knees, feasted
my eyes on a sight that was new, to
me, at least.

Two hundred holocausts, virgins
that follow the, Lamb wheresoe'er It
goeth, robed in white, like their souls,
from head to foot, with those long,
looge, flowings immacuiate veils. That
presence and that music seemed to
charge the atmosphere to saturation
with holiness, sacrifice and purity.
There was nothing else to see or hear
for me. 1 was spell-bound, hypno:
tized, intoxicated ; and as [ slowly re-
covered from this first trance, a thought
flashed across my mind : ‘‘Was I ever
so near heaven before?” And I
whispered to myself that this choir was
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We see by an exchange that a Rich-

That is a tragedy that is en-

“

There is no more hideous cruelty than

ti

life's dream was to see him her strength
and support, as to leave her dependent
on public charity, is an unspeakably
despicable object.

And there are too many of them,
with their snug respectabllity and
pharasaical pretence at right living,
when the poor old woman breathes her
last within the whitewashed walls of
the poor house, they bring her home,

steaithily of couiee, and b
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ave her hur-
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Dr. Mivart is, if we may believe his
recent utterances, Jonging for a place
amongst the scientific martyrs of the
century. His friends are pained over
his startling course of conduct, which,
by the way, was not invented by the
distinguished scientist, and are doubt-
less praying that he may obtain what
he is in dire need of—the grace of
humility. ‘*The eye,”” as Renan, we
think, remarked, * must be completely
achromatic if it is to find truth in
philosophy, politics and morals ' The
doctors vision is blurred, superinduced

i

structive character may be dealt with
in a very perfunctory way. Catholic
parents,of course, wish their children to
be devout members of the Church ; but
the boy and girl are quick to see how
little is done to put it into effact. They
learn their catechism—are compelled to
learn it ; but when they see the care!
devoted to their secular education, and
the anxiety over their progress in
arithmetic ; when their ears are filled
with fireside gossip about social success
or means of amassing wealth, they are
inclined to think that the catechism is Some time ago a certain Capt.
of very doubtful value to them, and 80 | Lioary was commigsioned to bestow
it happens that many cf the children { upon the inhebitants of Guam the
throw aside all religious reading soon \blessings of American civilization.
after they make their first Communion. | He began his rule by expelling the

We hear much of our progress, but friars, presumably because they failed
very little of our leakage. And yet to appreciate the wisdom of his de-
there is a great deal. We have heard crees, and followed it up by certain

aim of reading. With many such is
the case: and there are plenty of
books—good ones too—which will meet
such requirements. But the beauties
of the work are lost on such readers,
and though they certainly geota great

deal of pleasure, they are really migs-
for
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iing hali—ins vailei
suroly the joy of intereai is inferior to
that of appreciation.

fit to be transplanted heuce at this very
moment before the throne of the Al-
mighty, there to continue their anthem
‘ forever and ever.
| I could not see the faces, ouly the
case. I forms, those two huudred forms, snow
The secular, newspape sabll. | white, and I listened to that divine

& spapers wax ju | melody and inhaled that incense of

ant over his defection, and we may | prayer. Ilooked and listened, 1 drank
hova acientific martvrs galore resur- | and drank, and there I could hava re-
rected to bear witness that Catholicity }“”‘m““ always, Kueellng, prayiag

5y F <4 9
has b “ thol 5. | and drinking in that scene ; for 1 fiid
a9 been ever an obstacle to progress pray, thinking that then, for the first

Bat the fact is that Dz, Mivart professes | (im:. since I was a little boy, my pray i
to cast discredit on the Resurrection |ers ascended with theirs, were carried
of Our Lord and to assert (hat He was UP with -theirs, to God's throne of

born and concelved as other men WTTY
ath |  The spell thrown over me was almost

Assuredly this liee not within the complete. Oae thing achieved its com
range of science : and if he come under | pletion, and that thing I shall never
the ban of excommunication, it will be, | forget, for it is indelibly printed on my

pot because he has gone far afield in .“I‘]‘“g j“:‘ a8 ‘; ";c“"”d' h“ :as;ihmp‘liy
i s . the vwing of those two hundre eads
scientific speculation, but because, mis at the name of Jesus, It recurred con

led by pride, he has presumed to throw | giantly, that name; and each time
away the bright torch of faith for the 'those beads, all just alike (and the

mayhap by much brooding over the
fate of his effusion on ‘* Happiness in
Hell ” or by the disregard of the Vati
can to his advice aneut the Dreyfus

pastors complain bitterly of the in- ordinances prohibiting public cele-
difference of young men,of their apathy bration of the feasts of the saints.
in regard to their religious intereets.

They don't know better. They
should know, but the slip shod manner i
of their upbringing in this regard has will ride to the devil.
not only deprived them of a knowledge| Tae Bishop of Clonfert, Most Rev
of doctrine, but has given them a dis- | Dr, Healy, is out with a scathing de
taste for it . nunciation of the Irish party. H

Roligious instruction must begin in | says that if seventy or eighty boy
the family. That is God's great
school-room.

The gallant captain adds one more
tribute to that time-honored adage :
« Pat a beggar on horseback and he

were brought in off' the streets they
would be'just av good;  and perhaps do

flickering light of human reason. A hearts, too, for no proud heart could

Catholic must believe what the Church bowdl\::e that), 1btowed s\ov{ly‘in m‘;l"l?'
| ured time, as it were ; slowly, whlle
teaches, no matter what hiscrotchets or ' tpq two syllables were uttered more

fanciful imaginings may eay to the goftly and more reverently, and glowly
contrary ; and the moment he denies they arose, only te bow again in the

any fota of that teaching he ceases to gelf'same cadence. And thus the
be a Catholic. | swaying went on as the name of Jesue

No man, | came to their lips. And I thought of a

scholar he may be, can explain away before a g
or modify the truths revealed by God. the wheat,
That s settled for all time ; ita prin- 'Ten I

clples remain the eame, and the Church jinle’ ':'

8 the ripe wheat of sacrifice,

maculate hosts of the altar.

er Him.

sir
more
wheat ;" and 1 stayed and stayed, as
long as the name of Jesus was pro
nounced, stayed till the oflice was over

left them silently praying, perhaps for
me ;
And when I reached the door—it was
ridiculous, perhaps a sin, but—I turned

around

out with a lump in my throat.
ing his jaded horse.

and before | knew it [ was in the middle
of the street, with uplifted cane, ready
to brain the miserable wretch.
just then the thought flashed across
across my mind how I heard the n pro
nounce that name,

uplifted hand dropped, the ** cabby "
looked astonished,

see the Brides of Christ.

Monthy for February and his answer
is

former who denies the inspiration of
the Bible and proclaims that ‘‘ the

implicit obedi
ity,’ and the fountain of that is not in
the Bible alone,
Church and the Reason.
not say what Church he means, but the
pres
would nev

Briggs we have no hesitation in say-

talking
what faith s, and he is muddled be
yond descripticn when he gpeaks of the
disappearance of essentials in Chris-
tian teaching.

must be oune:
Faith.”

no matter how erudits a field of rips wheat bending to and fro
ust of wind ; and they were

ood ; and He accepts the
But my philos-

making the Irish party a thing of no | sinele article, dogma, proposition, or | {sms need only & clean and honest ro e g i
value or weight in Westminster. Why definition of Faith which embarrassed | beart to be understood. And thisi »ENOUNCFS PROTESTANTISM.
schemes formed for the purpose of re. | one as a logleian, and which I could, d';ar‘;." :-w;;’!‘t"hl, ;d:\m.- e S
e v taug s by » Brides of Christ. Cambridge |1 ingst : sl Known
vivifying the Nationalist cause with | 80 far a8 My OWD reason Was concerned, 4 };‘h t :11( y the Brides of Chris l:l‘ “u\ e x;:“:‘:‘\.”';‘ ‘. \\"“\‘ ”\“y 4:‘\ l‘
s a 3 i le r he ] « Socle M: pCOIMES §
the blood of unity have coms to|have chaoged or modified, or in any | .. Fu”li‘: ht::]vol“-":): 'f'r:‘l',t’ov;t:;mnr“1‘1.11“ Catholle.
paught, we do not pretend to know. | Fes] ect wltervd from what I found it, | jearned —nor aball T ever. A )
New York, January 25, —The Times

I had been undone and done over
ain, and when I arose to go, a de
e geized me to stay and see once
the ‘* swaying of the ripe

of to-dry says :

« The fact became generally known

yesterday that Cambridge Livingston,

a son of the late Robert Cambridge

Livingseton, and whoes mother was

Miss Maria Whitney, has become &

Roman Catholic. Mr Livingston, who

is a well-known member of the pro-

minent family of that name, and who

is also related and connected with

geveral other of New York's oldest

families, is a bachelor about thirty

iwo ) Ha was graduated

from Harvard in the class of 0, aud

has for some years been & prominent

member of the Kunickerbocker Club.

He is also a member of the Catholic
Club, which latter organization he
joined after becoming a member of
the Roman Catholic Church.

¢ Mr. Livingston's change of crecd
was not brought about, it is said, by
any particular influence. There are
other Roman Catholic Livingstons,
notably Johnston Livingston, the
president of the Knickerbocker Club,
who is a cousin of Cambridge Living-
ston, and hig daughters, the Countess
de Laugier Villars, formerly Miss
Carola Livingston, and her sister, Mrs.
Geraldyn Redmond, formerly Miss
Estelle Livingston. Miss Elizabeth
Livingston, & distant cousin, became
a member of the Iloman Catholic
Church last spring.

© Mr. Livingston, whose immediate
family reside at Islip, L. 1., where
they have had a country place for
many years, and who are prominent
members of the Episcopal Church in
that place, is reticent about his change
of creed. Itis understood among his
{riends that, being of a religious turn
of mind, he became a member of that
Church as a result of personal study
and investigation, in which last he was
aided by his cousins, the Countess de
Laugier Villars and Mrs. Redmond.
The death of Iteutenant William
Tiffany, the fiance ot his sister, Miss
Maude l.ivingston, which ocenrred in
Boston from malarial fever contracted
aaring the Cubaid © v i t¥
early autumn of 1598 deepencd Mr
Livingston’s religious convictions, and
it was soon after this that he becarae a
Roman Catholic.

¢ Mr. Livingston inherited from his
father a small fortuce, and has had
time to cuitivate his literary tastes.
Some few years ago he was much in-
terested in politics, and for a time
took a prominent part in the Tammany
Hall organization of his district. He
has been in mourning for a year, but
before that time was a well known
figure at all the more fashionable
entertainments of the season here and
at Newport.”

Then I left, in silence, as I came ; I

left a lighter and a better man

and T, full of wickedness. I
essed those Brides of Christ, and went

ara  old
y&ars O©iG.

When I reached the street Isaw a
g, burly, brutal ‘‘cocher ™ belabor
As I passed him
» uttered a most infernal blasphemy.
never sounded like that to me before;

But
and 1 saw the
swaying of the ripe wheat " The
and I went home.

Perhaps some day I may again
Keradec.

1S THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION
DECLINING.”

D:. Briggs answers the above ques-
on in Appletons' Popular Science

fuill of doctrinal errors. He 18
vidently a great theologian in his
wn estimation. He is a religious re

to which man can yield
ence is ‘divine author

nly authority

in ‘the
He does

but also

IRL

umption is that the great Briggs
er submit his vast intellect
o the slayaly of an infallible Church.
Ie asserts that dogmas ‘‘regarded as
mportant and even essential ' are on
he eve of disappearing, and views
his as a * healthtul advance in Chris
fanity.” With all due respect to Dr.

ng that he does not know what he is
about. He does not know

An analysis of faith shows that it
““Ope God and one
It must be prudent. St.
Paul, writing tothe Romans, tells them
to present their reasonable service. It
must be cupernatural. It is ** the root
and foundation of all justification, and

-

SOMEWHAT OR

IGINAL

{s not obtainable by tha mere
energies of nature alone : *‘ For it is :
given to you for Christ, not only to be- A correspondent who confesses that

he i8 ‘‘ a Methodist having no sym-
pathy with Romanism " is disturbed
by reading in his Bible the words,
« Whose sips ye shall forgive they are
forgiven them, and whose sins ye shall
retain they are retained.” He writee
to the Oatlook inquiring ** why Pro-
testantism has disearded or discredited
that authority as given by our Saviour
when commissioning His disciples, as
avon Ha wae commissioned 7 Why do
we accept His ambagsadors and repudi-
ate part of their commission ?" And
the oracle of the Oatlcok replies in this
remarkable way :

lieve in Him, but also to suffer for His
gake.' " Itis given to you to believe,
and therefore a supernatural gift ; but
it is given in the manner arranged by
God Himgelf, whose Apostle tells us that
it comes by the way of pearing God's
word from the one sent by Gou, Fides

auditu, not ex conceptu, ag Dr. Briggs

acserts. ** How shall they belleve Him

¢t whom thay havanot heard ? and how |
ghall they hear without a preacher ?

and how can they preach unless they

be sont ?”  Faith must be certain and

unchangadle: ‘‘1f any one preach

to you a Gospel besides that which you

have received, let him be anathema,”

St. Paul further shows that to bring

men into the unity of faith, God chose

the way of prophets, Apostles, teachers,

working together in the same ministry
to the building up of one body in the
bonds of charity.

Dr. Briggs shows a lamentable lack
of Christianity in the professor of Bib-
lical theology. He has no idea of the
Chorch founded by Christ as it 18 pre-
gented to us under the idea of a body
of witnesses. He is ignorant of the
fact that to the care of witnesses Was
the deposit of the doctrines of religion
committed by Jesus Christ, Testimony
was chosen by Him as the vehicle for
the transmission of those doctrines.

| By witnesses the faith was to be pro-
posed, preserved, propagated and de-
tended. The precursor of our Saviour,
wo are told, ' came for & witness, t0
bear witness of the light, that all men
might believe through Him.” Christ
Himself assumed  the office of witnees,

This authority, whatever it is, is bastowad,
not upon a4 hierarchy or class, but upon all
those upon whom Christ breathes, saying,
“ Raceive ye the Holy Spirit,"—that is, upon
all who are inspired by a divinely impart
spirit of holiness. Christians remit—that is,
et rid of or deliver from—sin whea, by their
influence, example or teaching, they induce
sinners to repent of sin and abandon it ; they
retain sin when, by their negligence, acqui:
help, directly or

escence or approval, they
the individual or

indirectiy, to fasten sins on
the community.

Lo! here is an illustration of the
workings of private judgment among
the more educated classes of sectarian-
ism ; and we can not conscientiously
gay that it seems to wus much better
than that echool of exegesis that makes
the Church out to be the Scariet
Woman. By thie method of interpret-
ation we hold ourselves ready to prove
that Shakespeare's plays are base plag-
{arisms from the Mother Goose melodies.
We sincerely hope that the correspond-
ent will not consider the editor's ans-
wer satiefactory.—Ave Maria.




