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(The Monetary Times will be specially represented at
Ottawa during the: Parliamentary session. °
0 financial, commercial and insurance in which come
® for Parliamentary consideration, will be fully dealt with
in these columns. ]

DIPLOMACY.

_ Japanese spies have made elaborate plans of the
cty of Portland, Maine.. Maps of the city's parks, and
h"“‘ knows what else, have been prepared by them.
Such is the purport of another Oriental fairy tale, woven
'&;!: fertile brains of an imaginative American.
; yects are sought to be attained by such sensa-
tonafism it is difficult to say. Those bellicose news-
}‘Pﬂ’s."hk’h seek to embroil the United States and
’:P;anvemu:?rfaie are ‘unl?lfcl_\' f(’nj some years at least,
e Ir wishes gratihed. The United States fleet
' the Pacific is like a dog without a kennel ; the Japanese
tre‘s‘l\l;z;tl'f:sembles a purse in which money jingles not.
dﬂuh;ful ":Co:“S haﬂ'(: no naval base in the Pacific. It is
Prvs: lln'prote’c:e‘den l.fhthc_v elected to leave t~h.e|r Miantic
" 2uon ‘.l:\ thﬂthn}*_ have a sufficiently lange
Pacifc wisdy w‘flormu'x.m a l)'lg I-I.’l\:il engagement.
The M Will prevail at Washington. ]

favnciy ‘]a;:nes? Ihz‘n'c I)«u»m.c so much Westernized,
frs thi;\ﬁe‘t:lé'l}‘ that .I‘.um.pé:m :!nd American
st su;‘lce before investing capital in the Far
 pout rer ‘hatered a ﬁl‘lunt'lil] crisis in 1896; during
®ed 2 rather e ‘;(I’_U"tr}‘ s 5!1?‘k$lnnrkets have experi-
et bear the brulntarf".‘g depreciation. . Japan could not
Vorthy tofo another war. While it might be a
and hanceppo"ein" Aoy Our smulwm neighbor, its commerce
suffer 1o an’e event of warfare, would probably
Xtent that half century could not repair.
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atters important |

| other nation’s net, to reverse the natural order ¢
| . .
{and curl back to the chrysalis stage.

2
The impossibility of such a war at present should
render easier the art of diplomacy. Unfortingtely,
Canada is bound tightly by the Anglo-Japanesé tf
| The rejection of this, so far as the Dominion i
| cerned, may not be so far distant. E
““I return with nothing but the most pleasant Fejit)
tions,’’ said the Honorable Lemieux in a Christmi \
interview at Tokio. In which there may be muchifon,
If Mr. Lemieux steps off at Ottawa his mind r(‘pl’?’é‘.ﬁ\\'ith
pjgasant recollections, his portfolio bulging ou fwith
assurances, his mission to Japan will have rcsd]téd as
some few prophets predicted. The Canadian yligjster
of Labor will first placé the Dominion Goverrgnepit in
possession of what is known now only to Mr. 'gn
and Japanese diplomats. - The combined report§ o? the
Minister of Labor and of Mr. MacKenzie Kini shiould
make Canadian history. The Oriental labor pro&]crﬁ has
developed into an international labyrinth of diplomatic
intricacies. ' :
tude. A nation which, in comparatively few yearsj has
evolved from the sleepy Eastern chrysalis to the dnter-
prising Western butterfly, is unlikely, at the sig nfy any
3 things
So far 3& éivili-
zation goes, Tapan has almost won- rank w:’_ilhl_ the
countries of the Western hemisphere-—almost, Begausey
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certain of its customs are not reckoned in \\}-\w.'ru?]ifv.
The Japanese diplomat is a study. With gh.-{_pm-
verbial politeness_of the Frenchman, the unique bldf of
the Yankee, the conservatism of the Englishmang to-
gether with his own dogged and~determined silirify he
is, for the Cabinet Minister, “‘a hard nut to Eragk. ™
Mr. Lemieux's mission cannot be designated a Haibure
He never had an opportunity for. what is p@pul
known as success. His meeting with the powds that
be in the Far East was a wise arrangement. (%!h';l.'ll\
always do better in an oral ahd 1o engage ::wgt ‘;'h.'m
by the despatch of dry-as-dust ial commupic atibn
Now, Japan is as sensit oncerning its pgadeé as
is humas nature of the genuineness of her l?us}ne{.
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Ten Grots.

Lemtieux

Japan van scarcely be blamed for 3ts;jatti-




