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iThe impossibility of such a war at present should 
render easier the art of diplomacy. Unforttm t<*ly, 
Canada is bound tightly by the Anglo-Japanesd ti |atv. 
The rejection of this, so far as the [dominion is|fcon- 
cerned, may not be so far distant. “ “

“I rèturn with nothing but the most pleasant 
tions,” said the Honorable Lemieux in a Christ rush? jDay 
interview at Tokio. In which there may he mucm/iijpny.
If Mr. Lemieux steps off at Ottawa his mind repjiÉ^With 
peasant recollections, his portfolio bulging oq| with 
assurances, his mission to Japan will have resnttp as 
some few prophets predicted. The Canadian {Minister 
of Labor will first placé the Dominion Goverrfifnejbt in 
possession of uHiat is known now only to Mr.liencux 
and Japanese diplomats. -■ The combined report! oi the 
Minister of Labor and of Mr. MacKenzie Kin£ should 
make Canadian history. The Oriental labor pro 
developed into an international labyrinth of d&lofjkalic 
intricacies. Japan can scarcely be blamed for Btstjatti- 
tude. A nation which, in comparatively few y«prs| has 
eVolved from the sleepy Eastern chrysalis to tlj| emter- 
prising* Western butterfly, is unlikely, at the sigio^;any 
other nation’s net, to reverse the natural order <|F tSings 
and curl back to the chrysalis stage. So far & divili- 
zation goes, ^pTpan has almost won rank vmh| the > 
countries of the Western hemisphere—almost, |>edsmse\ 
certain of its customs are not reckoned in Westfe-nflife.

The Japanese diplomat is a study. With file {pro­
verbial politenessijof the Frenchman, the unique jjbltff of 
the Yankee, the conservatism of the FnglishrdtmJ to­
gether with his own dogged and “determined smjrii| he 
is, for the Cabinet Minister^ “a hard ndt to Er;v<- 
Mr. Lemieux’s mission cannot he designated a Bnigtre.
He never had an opportunity for. what is pgiu 
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rDIPLOMACY.

Japanese spies have made elaborate plans of the 
c»y of Portland, Maine. Maps of the city’s parks, and 
iwven knows what else, have been prepared by them, 
hidi is the purport of another Oriental fairy tale, woven 
tuL***- ^crt'*e brains an imaginative American.

w. objects are sought to be attained by such sensa- 
t"*a“*® it is difficult to say. Those bellicose news- 
H*** which seek to embroil the United States and 
J*P*n in warfare

!

has

, are unlikely for some years at least,
Üit'n lheir.wishes gratified. The United States fleet 
jjL ac'®c *s **kc a dog without a kennel ; the Japanese 

rv resembles a purse in which money jingles not. 
*r*ans bate no naval base in the Pacific. It is 

1 too, even if they elected to leave their .^fla^tic
Iw t”tÜÜtCd’. •w*1ft^cr they have a sufficiently large 
pjpj,° . me victorious m a big naval engagement.

iVISd0n> WHI PreVa‘I at Washington. ]
bumriall /af>anesf have become so much Westernized, 
SnanrU," lL^S^>CCIaJ^, lhat European and American 
E*t. 1. m tJr*ec before investing capital in the Far 
ti* 03,. J>an sabered a financial crisis in 1896; during 
teced a railL that countr.v s St<X'K;markets have experi- 
v«t bey .JJT startling depreciation. Japan could not 
worthy onrlÜUnt r°f anolher war. While it might be a 
tod finance • * u °Ur 50111 hern neighbor, its commerce 
•offer to an’ C event °f warfare, would probably 

X nt *hat half a century could not repair.
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be in the Far East was a wise arrangement, 
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