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Human
Ills
Increasing.
KBy an Occasional Correspondent. 1

Are "the ills that flesh is heir to 
Increasing in the world? If we are 
to take statistics it would certainly 
seem so. And if we seek for the 

^causes we find them in man and so­
ciety. We were struck with this 
thought recently when going over 
the report of the English Lunacy 
Commission. It would serve a coun­
try well were its legislators to care­
fully study such subjects as these, 
and to make every effort to efface 
the obvious causes of the misfor­
tunes that fall upon the people. Of 
all the afflictions in life, it seems to 
us that none is sadder or more to be 
dreaded than the loss of the mental 
faculties'. Yet how near every hu­
man being is to that terrible preci­
pice scarcely any one of can imagine. 
We think of life, our corporal life, 
and we avoid as much as possible ac­
cidents and all other menaces to its 
existence; but rarely do we reflect 
upon the very thin partition that 
divides sanity from insanity. We 
read of a learned and most gifted 
man suddenly becoming a lunatic; 
the thin partition has been pene­
trated, possibly by an over-exertion 
of a mind that has been normally 
sane. In other words, the forighest 
intellect is in the keeping of God, 
and He, in a moment, can fling over 
it a cloud out of which only death 
can ever rescue it. And then how 
sad the spectacle of man reduced to 
the levai of unintelligent beings, vac- 
ilating between the dignity of a 
mind derived from God and the de­
gradation of passions participated 
with the brutes. In going over that 
report it has dawned upon us that 
there is surely a possibility of find­
ing some means whereby the sources 
of that fearful malady can be dim­
inished.

In 1859, in England, only one in 
536 of the people could be classed as 
a lunatic; in 1903 the proportion is 
one in every 293 of the population. 
And the increase goes on. In dealing 
with the causes, we learn that in­
temperance accounts for 23 per cent, 
amongst males, and 9 per cent, am­
ongst females. Heredity accounts 
for 25 per cent, amongst males, and 
for 19 per cent, amongst females.

We need not trouble ourselves with 
the other causes, as these two are 
the principal. Heredity is therefore 
the greater of the two; and how is 
that to be checked? The problem is 
one that well deserves careful study. 
Jn the first place there is consider­
able of a safeguard for Catholics in 
the fact that the rules of the Church 
are very strict concerning parents 
and their duties towards their chil­
dren in matters regarding marriage. 
But the world is not all Catholic, 
and all Catholic parents are not ex­
act in the fulfilment of their duties 
in this connection. There should be 
a system of some kind established, 
which, while carefully avoiding any 
infringement upon the liberty" and 
rights of citizens, might help to cur­
tail the number of marriages fret ween 
people known to have insanity, or a 
strain of it, in their families.

This, however, is a very delicate 
matter, and one not at all easy to 
manage. It would need very wise 
and very careful consideration.

But the other source, that of in­
temperance in drink, comes within 
the range of almost every influence 
that is exercised for good. The 
preacher, the parent, the employer, 
the legislator, all may have a part 
in that work. We see that with fe­
males lunacy due to this curse of 
drink is of a .very low percentage — 
only nine—and the wonder is that it 
is not greater, for drinking habits 
are becoming wofully frequent am­
ongst women in modern days. But 
it is in men that this cause of men­
ial ruin is the most frequent. Pos­
sibly because men who are given to 
drink have more opportunities of go­
ing to ruin than have their fAn ale 
relatives. But 23 per cent, is a large 
proportion ; and they tell us that it 
is on the increase. It is true that 
there is a small percentage of lunacy 
due to business troubles, but these 
can also be generally traced to 
drink. Consequently to decrease lu­
nacy, and to save the coming gener­
ations, it is necessary to increase 
every effort and every means to com­
bat intemperance; and the first of all 
means is to have the yôuth, even in 
tender years, take a pledge of total 
abstinence; add to that prayer for 
God’s grace.
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A Great Catholic 
Journalist Dead.

It was on the 13th July last, the 
feast of St. Anthony, that the soul 

the late Denis Lane, the founder, 
owner, editor and guiding spirit of 
the London "Universe"—-a most thor­
oughly Catholic paper in England- 
winged its flight to God. Do you 
dear readers, wish to know how s 
Catholic journalist can die? Harken 
to the words of his confessor and 
most close friend:—

"Called to him on Saturday night, 
July 11th, at about ten o’clock, I 
took him his Divine Master in Holy 
Viaticum. Denis Lano made his last 
confession with a perfectly clear 
mind and with hearty contrition. He 
received our Divine Lord, the Viati­
cum for the long journej7 he was soon 
to take. He was anointed with 
God’s holy chrism, and received the 
last blessing. I saw him again on 
Sunday and Monday, and he knew 
me perfectly. Being suddenly called 
to him on Tuesday (St. Anthony's 
Day), 1 hastened to him at 2 
o’clock in the afternoon, and he died 
in my hands at half-past seven. Dur­
ing that time he repeated audibly 
the sweet name of Jesus. Fortified, 
therefore, with all the last rites of 
Holy Church, with the sweet name 

Jesus on his lips, with God’s 
priest holding him, and with his be­
loved relations gathered round him, 
the soul of Denis Lane left this 
world, to appear before the judg­
ment seat of the good God he had 
served so faithfully. And I feel that 
this man of courage ann of faith, 
this apostle for the truth of God’s 
this a post (e for the truth of God's 
Church and the glorification of God, 
could say as he reached the eternal 
throne: "I have glorified Thee on 
earth, I have finished the work Thou 
bast given me to do; I have fought 
the good fight, I have run my course, 

have kept the faith."
Is this the death-bed of a saint 

that is thus described for us? It 
might be for aught we know; but 
we are only aware of the fact that 
it is the death of a Catholic jour­
nalist that has been pictured. Of the 
tributes paid to this man’s memory 
there is an endless list; but for us 
the main point remains, that he was 
the good and faithful servant." To 

no man, outside the priesthood of 
the Church can the words of Scrip­
ture be more fittingly applied than 
to the dead Catholic journalist’ "He 
has run his course, he has fought the 
good fight." Yes, he has fought the 
great fight of Truth against Error, 
in many a struggle—some brief and 
decisive, some protracted and terri­
fic—and he has always come out of 
the conflict with success, but gener­
ally without any earthly reward.

Of Mr. Lane’s career we learn this 
much from his own organ:—

"Here was an extension of the Ap- 
ostolate (in that of the press); here 
the brave, courageous heart of the 
layman could claim a share in the 
Christlike work of spreading the 
truth. O, dear brethren in Christ, 
the awful power of the press, that 
power of leading men into truth or 
into error, of leading souls to God 
or to Satan, of dispelling ignorance, 
of dispersing misconception, of fight­
ing the cause of God’s Church, of 
saving souls, and thus increasing the 
glory of God. And amongst those 
who cheerfully undertook this burden 
of spreading the truth by means of 
the press was the one we are now 
mourning, the foie Mr. Denis Lane. 
He felt the call; he cheerfully fol­
lowed it. He gave his whole heart 
to it, and we find him the founder, 
the support, the mainstay of a pa­
per, 'The Universe, ’ that has been 
an unflinching defender of our Holy 
Faith. Of this we are certain, that 
in the inception, the progress, the 
life of this paper, Mr. Denis Lane 
had but one idea, one desire, and 
that the dispelling of ignorance, the 
extension of the Church's truth, the 
clearing of misconception, the doc­
trine of truth, and thus the salva­
tion of man. Am I wrong, then, in 
applying to him the words of the 
Divine Master that called him. ‘ 1

W

finished the work Thou hast given 
me to do?' As an apostle he has 
glorified His Master, and as an ap­
ostle he will receive the reward of 
an apostle.

"You all know his history; the 
Catholic world knows it; his apostle- 
ship has declared it. The world first 
saw him in 1823, most troublous 
times, at Canterbury, the true seat 
of early Catholicity. At an early 
age he left for America, going to 
New York, California, as times ov< 
here were so bad, returning here j 
1854, after six years abroad, years 
full of experience. In 1860 he 
brought forth the darling of his 
heart, his chosen child, the means 
of his apostolatc, 'The Universe,’ and 
from that day till a short time be­
fore his death was its leading guide 
and support. But the Catholic 
world knows all of this."

And God knows it, even better 
than does the world. The journalist 
is soon forgotten, we have examples 
of brilliant Catholic editors whose 
names are but a memory—the Sheas, 
the Wolfes, and scores of others—but 
the seeds that they sowed during 
their lives have been scattered far 
and wide, have taken root, have 
grown into immense crops, and the 
harvest is being daily gathered in 
by those who have come after them. 
Their’s is a glorious mission; their 
company forms one of the strongest 
detachments of the Church Militant, 
and of their number no truer, no 
braver officer than the late Denis 
Lane. May his great Catholic soul 
rest in peace. y

THE LUMBERMAN’S 
THRILLING ADVENTURE

(Continued from Page Ten.)

"Well, the minute the strain was 
over and I saw that the beast was 
really dead I sort of went to pieces 
and had to sit down beside the body 
to collect myself. As for Hasbrook, 
he simply covered his face with his 
hands and rocked to and fro, fairly 
moaning aloud from the effects of 
his awful fright. It was a longtime 
before he seemed to comprehend that 
the thing was dead, and still longer 
before he would look at it. Ev*n 
then he shuddered as if the vciy 
sight of it caused him pain. Its 
tawny yellow body wasn't a pleas­
ant thing to look at, even in death, 
as it lay with parted jaws and ugly 
white teeth exposed.

"My nerves were still rather shaky 
from the close call I had had, but I 
got out my knife and was preparing 
to skin the creature when the old 
fellow stopped me. ‘For heaven’s 
sake, Percy, come (iway and leave 
it,’ he cried. T don’t want the 
thing in the boat.’ ‘But I can get 
twenty-five dollars for thé skin,’ said 
I. 'I’ll give you fifty to let it be,* 
he answered, dragging the canoe to­
ward the water. So to please him 
I had to leqve it, thoagh I would 
have given more than the fifty for it 
just to keep. For I have heard, a 
good many stories of panthers' fer­
ocity and cunning, but never of so 
persistent a man-hunter as this one, 
which followed us steadily for over 
a week, to lie in wait for us at last 
in the very tree to which he appar­
ently knew we must return.

Claire cast an uneasy glance over 
her shouldpr, shivered, and drew 
nearer the fire. "To tell the truth," 
she said, "I think I feel' a good deal 
as he did." Perhaps some of the 

of us had a similar sensation, 
but it so, with the usual

ADVOCATES

FRANK J. CURRAN. LOUIS B. CURRAN.

Curran & Curran
Barristers and Splicitors,

Comm’rsfor Quebec St Newfoundland.

SAVINGS' BANK CHAMBERS, 
180 St. Jamrs Street,

Those Mata 197, Montreal

R. F. QUIGLEY,
Ph D., L.L.D., K.G,

ADVOCATE, BARRISTER ie< SOLICITOR,
Member of Sbe Bare of New Bmnewlek 

and Quebec,

Business Cards.

THE

lith Bros,1 Granite Co.
Monuments direct from our own 

quarries to the cemetery. No middle­
men’s profits.

If you are in need of a memorial 
of any kind call and see us at

290 BLEÜRY STREET,
(fnet below Rberbrooke )

P.S.—Make your own terms as to 
payment.

Brosseau Lajoie and Lacoste
Advcoatea and Barrlaters-at-I aw.

7 PLACE D’ARMES. Montreal.

M. SHARKEY.
Real Estate and Fire Insurance Agent

ACCOUNTANT, Etc

JJ
CHARTERED 'ACCOUNTANT, 

180 ST. JAMES STREET. 

..Montreal..

Fifteen years experience In connec­
tion with the liquidation of Private 
and Insolvent Estates. Auditing 
Books and preparing Annual Report 
for private firms, and public corpor­
ations a specialty.

TELEPHONE 1183.-

PATENTS.

ISiOand 1798 VOTRE DAMEST„ 
.Montreal.

Valuations made of Real Estate. Per­
sonal supervision given to all business. 

Telephone Main 771

CONROY BROS.
228 Centre Street.

Practical Plumber»,GataadSteaaiFItten

ELECTRIC and i»u ECU A MC A 1

BELLS,ete.
Tel. Main 3562. Night and Day Servlets

Tklbpphonh 3833

THOMAS O’CONNELL
Dealerin General Household Hardware. Paints 

Oils,and a fine line of Wall Papers.

Cor. Murray and Ottawa
STREETS.

PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

J PROMPTLY SECURED!
We solicit the business of Manufacturers, En­

gineers and others who realize the adrisabUityot 
having thefr'Patent business transacted by Ex­
perts. Preliminary advice free. Charges mode­
rate. Our Inventors’ Help, 125 pages, sent upon 
request. Marion & Marion, New York Life Bldg. 
Montreal ; and Washington, D.C., U.S.A.

ROOFERS, Etc,

The Plain Truth Tells
In roofing as in everything else, if 

your ruof needs only a repair we 
will candidly tell you so, if a new 
roof is required we give a guaran­
tee for 10, 7 or 5 years, according 
to price. Our experts are at your 
disposal, without extra cost. Can 
we do anything for you?

GEORGE W, REED & CO,
Roofers, AsphaKers, tie.,

785 CRAIG STREET.

SUPERIOR COURT.
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC,

District of Montreal.
No. 2976.

Dame Josephine Leonard, wife 
common as to property of Damase 
Tardif, grocer, of St. Leonard de 
Port Maurice, District of Montreal, 
has instituted an action in separa­
tion as to property against her said 
husband, this tenth day of July, 
1903.

Montreal, July 10th. 1903.
LEONARD & LOR ANGER, 

Attorneys of the Plaintiff.

MS, STEAM and HOT WATER FITTEI
RUTLAND LINING, FITS ANT STOVE 

CHEAP,
Oraere promptly attended to. Moderate 

ehsreee. A trial solicited.

Established 1864.

G. O’BRIEN,
House. Sign ana Decorative Paintei

PLAIN AND DECORATIVE

PAPER-HANGER.

..‘irTTeBn,rr,,5.t,r;,ffi,cv60,;ir°.Y”he'1. . . . -
Bell Telephone. Main. 1405.

LAWRENCE RILEY.
fLASTHRER,

Johc RVeJ BilabH«h,dliil866
Tir iïnS?d Plastering. Renal™ of
: Eetjmatee for-

î^c v»';”0'"1 to- •* PBr,‘

CHURCH BELLS. 

—-----------

- Bells
r Singly. None .
~ mtiaf&ctory as fnCoflHflfl’fl

8 BILL TOÜHDKT, BâlU—r,, D. 8

MENEELY BELL COMPANT
TROY.M.T,, and 

17fBa,AaWAT,aiV TOBH City. 

Waaalactere Superior CHURCH BELLS

DRODIE’S CELEBRATED 
U SELF-BAISINC FLOUR
Is the Original and the Best.

^ PREMIUM giver 'or the empty bat
returned to our Office.

OBLEUR V 8t.. Montreal

Society Directory

ST. PATRICK'S
liahed March 6th, E,ut>-
‘““1888. reined 18M
SC. Patrick', Fan, B2 s “«t* 1», 
dor etreet, first u„„T' A '««an.
month. Committee mect»*T 01
neaday. Officer. Wed.
Rev. M. Callaghan PpI) eCtor' Hon. »r.J«,c"'P™“S 

l.t Vice. F. E. Devlin, mb.7' 
Vice, F. J. Curran, B.C.L • ty”* 
urer. Frank J. Green, Cor^ 
m Secretary. John Cahill, r”' 
ording Secretary, T. r. r.nM,

ST. PATRICK'S T. A A n = 
CUTTY.—Meet, „„ theet^ >
day of every month in St 
rick'. Hall. 92 St Alezan* P,t- 
immedlately after Vespers ” pSt 
mittee of Management meet. ? 
same hall the first Tuesday “‘'J* 
month at 8 p.m. Rev. M J 
Kenna, Rev. President- w c 
Doyle. 1st Vice-President-
P. Gunning, Secretary, 716 StA.' 
toine street, St Henri. t,A**

ST\™ T' A. A B. SOCIETY 
established I863.a-Rev, Di J'
Rey Father McPhail; Pr,.ideDt 
Aallery, M.P.; Sec., J p 0|/, ' 
625 St. Dominique street- M j’

etreet 18 St'
street. Meets on the second Sun-
day ot every month, in St. Ann'. 
Hall, corner Young and Ottawa 
streeta, at 8.30 p.m.

Sm'vANN 8 YODNO MEN'S SOCIP 
TY organized 1885 -MeeU in n 
hall. 157 Ottawa .tree' 0° '*»
2r?0 oUnda£ °' e"ch month “j
p8.0*™,, aplritual Adviser. R,,
Father Flynn. C.SS.R.; Pre,,,^ 
R. J. Byrne; Treasurer, Thoma* 
O Connel; Rec.-Sec., Robt. J. Hart,

A.O.H. LADIES* AUXL1ARY, DU 
vision No. 5. Organized Oct. 10th. 
1901. Meetings are held in St 
Patrick’. Hall, 92 St. Alexander, . 
on the first Sunday of each month 
at 2.80 p.m., on the third Thurs- 
day at 8 p.m. President, Miss An- | 
nie Donovan; vice-president, Mrs, 
Sarah Allen; recording-secretary, j 
Miss Rose Ward, 51 Young street; L 
financial-secretary, Miss Emma I 
Doyle, 776 Palace street; treasur- J 
er, Mrs. Charlotte Bermingham; j 
chaplain, Rev. Father McGrath.

A.O.H. DIVISION NO. 6 meets i_ 
the second and fourth Thursdays of I 
each month, at 816 St. Lawrence I 
Main street. Officers: W. H. Turner, f 
President; P. McCall, Vice-President; I 
J. Emmett Quinn, Rec.-Sec.; James I 
tary, 931 St. Denis street; James J 
Scullion, Treasurer; Joseph Turner, | 
Financial Secretary, 1000 St. Denis I 
street.

O.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH 1 
26.—(Organized, 18fch Novembff, I 
1878.—Branch 26 meets at St. I 
Patrick's Ilall, 92 St. Alexander! 
St., on every Monday of each! 
mon?h. TLs regular meetings for V 
the transaction of business art I 
held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays I 
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spiritual I 
Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan; Chan-1 
cellor, F.J. Sears; President. P.J.f 
Darcey; Rec.-Sec., P. J. McDonaghJ 
Fin.-Secretary, Jas. J. Costigan;r 
Treasurer, J. H. Feeley, Jr.; Medkl 
nal Adviser», Drs. H. J. Harris»,I 
B. J. O’Connof and G> H, Merrill I

^SUBSCRIBE NOW*-
WH-HIU.M'HIII|||||.H

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER
“I have been in the woods a long 

time since then, but I count that 
my closest call. And I mistrust old 
Hasbrook's nerves never quite got 
over the effects of that trip, for he 
let his option run out, and I was 
told, quit logging pine for good. He 
certainly had a narrow escape from 
sharing his brother’s fate, and if 
ever a man got a life-long scare it 
was that old chap when hè faced the' 
Cupsuptic panther."

Hw; rruaWitanz P. * P. Co.’y, Limited.
V. O. BOX 1188. ftOHTREAL. P.«|.

I thereby authorize you to Bend tne THE TRUE WITNESS for which 
1 Agree to pay to your order at the rate of Ore Dollar per year

'signed..

Addregp..
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