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Lumbering and Dairying in Quebec.

Work on the land being at o standstill, newrly
everybody is cutting logs for lumber and for fuel. Wood
choppers are so scarce, that many men who own large
wood lots are unable 10 pget us much cut as they would
wish in order to supply the demand; but, after all,
perhaps 1t 18 just as weil that h:lp is scarce, Lecause
some men are so concerned with the present that they
would cut down all their wood without any thought of
the future.

‘The good prices that dairy products hrought during
the past summer, and are bringing now, have ecn
couraged not a few dairymen to food wmore grain than
wsual in order to keep up the tlow of niilk as long  as
].Ussil)lv, and where the feeding is done |11U~H|g011113. it
pays well. Very few of the farmers liere understand
the compounding of balanced rations, and most of them
josd  what they raise on their own larms principally
timothy hay and oat straw. DLos are ore popular
than they were a few yea s apo, but mitny  people stul
look on them with disftayor.

This 1s not a horse raising county, scarcely enough
heing raised  to supply the local denuind, and (on-
sequently those who have to bhuy are forced to go into
the market and pay good ieh prices I'here has been
w more active demand lately for beer cattle, and prices
have adyanced New ruileh cows are s lling at from
S200 to §35 cach, the price dependin on the age and
apparent quality of the animal lLive hogs are bheing
hought tor $6.2,5 per cwt Hens are bogimmning to lay
again, but very slowly, and there is no danger of llnu<‘1~
ing the market for a few weehs ot least

Missisquol Co., Que. ( A WESTOVER.

Short Courses at Truro in February.

One of the strong features of the Nova Scotia Agri-
cultural College at Truro, is the short courses of a
fortnight or so in the winter months, hy means of which
mexpensive education of the most practical kind is mad»
available to those who cannot spare the time or money
to take the regular two-year courses. Even for young
men who contemplate entering the extended course later
on there is no better preparation, so far as it goes,
than the short winter courses ; while for the son or
father who wishes to inform himself regarding the scope,
character and value of the work carried on at this in-
stitution, the short course aflords the best possible
opportunity for getting an insight into it at first hand.
The short courses that have been undertaken in the
past two years have been a great success, and an ines-
timable benefit to those who have attended—a statement
which will be heartily confirmed by almost everyone who
took advantage of them. The lectures and discussions
in field husbandry; the talks on animal husbandry; and,
better still, the practice in judging stock which is oune
of the strong features; the lectures and demonstrations
in dairying, horticulture, poultry and veterinary prac-
tice, in all of which the faculty will be prepared to give
courses this year, assisted by prominent representatives
of the Dominion Department of Agriculture, as well as
by a number of the most successful local farmers and
stockmen—all this is worth many times the cost of at-
tending. The course this year will commence on Febru-
ary 1st, lasting till February 16th. Tuition will be
free; board is always obtainable at reasonable rates in
Truro, and single-fare rates may he obtained on the
railways. Write for further particulars to Principal
Cumming, Truro, N. S

Thirty-five Per Cent. to the Combines
B-fore Breakfast.

To the Editor ** The Farmer's Advocate ™' :

I am not greatly in favor of the embargo being
taken off our cattle. The cattle should be fed here ;
our sotl is not inexhaustible. What is grown on the
land should be consumed on the farm, if we are to keep
up the fertility of our soil. If the embargo was taken
off, we who have to buy stockers would have a miser-
able lot of the dairy breeds to sclect from. The bect
bhireeds would all be picked up and shipped, with the ex-
ception of what we raise, wlhfich is not suflicient.

I hope you will use your influence against these com-
bines, which are in evidence all over the country. They
soon will have the last straw on the farmer's back.
The “‘plumbers’ investigation has let a little light on
a system of fraud which no right-thinking man could
countenance. The oatmeal millers have a combine ; and
when, after paying for a certain number of mills  to
stand idle, have a good rake off to divide among the

aperators. The poor man with a bir family has to
pay his 35 per cent. tax to these barnacles before
breakfast. J. G,

United States Cattle in Fond.

Do Canadian customs officials keep any record of
the number of American cattle that are bonded in the
Western Cattle Market, Toronto, and the dates of ar
rival and departure of each carload ? What is the
regulation governing such  cases ? DEALER.

I'he Canadian customs officials keep no record of the
cattle feeding in bond at the Western Cattle Market,
The only record is kept by the railways, and
the necessary information is only furnished to the Gov-
riment if a request to that effect is made, The cattle
arrive at Toronto to feed, and are in charge of the
rirtlways They are accompanied by the veterinary's
rrtificate and other necessary papers, and when again

vded into the cars the American Government seal is
lixed by the railway authorities, who, in the regulai
woy of business, keep a record of the arrival and de

loronto
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parture ol cars, the date, numbers, etc. So far as the
Government s concerned, we believe the only record
hept s ut tie place of entry and the port of departure
ivom Canadian territovy.

Electric Lighting of Farmhouses and
Barns.

With the advent of the gasoline engine upon the
farm, and due to its easy manipulation, and being al-
ways ready for immediate use, many farmers have been
asking whether it is feasible or not to light their houses
and barns by electricity.

It has occurred to them, that whilst they are run-
ning the engine for chopping or other purposes, that the
surplus power of the engine might be employed for stor-
ing up electricity sufficient for their lighting require-
ments. That this can be done there is not the slight-
est doubt, whether by the use of steam or :zasoline, but
as to its heing an economical means of obtaining light
is very doubtful.

The very best of storage batteries upon the market
to-day are very ticklish things to deal with ; their effi-
ciency is low, their upkeep high, and skilled attention is
necessary to keep them in good condition. Gven then
the wear and tear in connection with the plates in the
cells s very considerable, besides the first cost of the
installation being no small item. An outlit complete
would consist of a generator, countershaft, bearings
and pulleys, belt, switch-board, batteries, cables, wires,
lamps, and cell-testing appliances. Further, it is im-
portant that the battery should, if possible, be placed
apart from the generating plant ; in many instances a
disused room or loft in outbuildings can be utilized, or
a small building or lean-to erected. In either case the
room should have as many windows as possible, to al-
low of easy inspection of the plates, substantial shelves
or trestles erected, and the room should also be cool
and well ventilated. As to the size of the plant, this
will be regulated by the number of lights that are re-
quired, and the hours they are in use per day.

We will, however, assume that a plant capable of
supplying 25 lights is required, but that not mure than
10 are generally in use, and those for, approximately,
five hours per day. Such an installation would cost
complete, and fixed in position, in the neighborhood of
from $450 to $500 ; not, of course, including the engine,
which it is assumed would have sufficient surplus power
to drive the generator charging the storage battery—
from .24 to 3 horse-power would be required.

If .the battery were of sufficient capacity so as to be
able to supply current for 25 lamps, burning during five
hours when fully charged, but only 10 lights were in
use, then, of course, the battery would supply current
sufficient for possibly three days of five hours, after
which it would be necessary to recharge the cells, which
might take 8, 10 or 12 hours, according to the ccndi-
tion of the battery.

From this it will be seen that in order to have light
for seven days it would be necessary to rumn tho engine
two whole days per week, and possibly more. I a
smaller battery were employed, then it would mean run-
ning the engine three or four days per week, and pos-
sibly no chopping or other work required, so that the
engine would be running specially to store up electricity.
On the other hand, a larger battery might be used, and
one that would be capable of storing sufficient current
to run the 10 lights a week from one charging. This
would increase considerably the first cost of the battery,
and not only that, the expense in connection with wear
and tear, depreciation and interest would add consider-
ably to the cost of the light obtained. The writer is
of opinion that it would be far preferable, and certainly
much more economical, to simply have a generator from
the engine as long as light is required. After starting
the engine little or no attention would be required, and
if so desired, an appliance might be fixed in the kitchen,
so that the engine might be stopped without having to
leave the house.

By adopting this system any ordinary man could,
after a little instruction, operate the plant.

An installation of this description would include the
generator, resistance, countershaft, pulley belt, wires
and lamps, and the cost complete and fixed in position
would be about $200 to $225.

Seeing that at most not more than three horse-
power would suffice to drive the generator producing
current sufficient for 25 lights, the amount of gasoline
used would be but a small matter, and in conmnection
with this it must be remembered that in the case where
a storage battery was employed, extra gasoline would
he consumed over and above that which was necessary
to develop the power required for chopping, etc.

The chief advantages to be derived from the use of
storage batteries are that in case of a breakdown in
connection with engine, dynamo, belting, etc., the lights
would not be interfered with; light could be obtained at
a moment’s notice, a convenience sometimes in the
night, and generally it is more convenient, but there is
just as much chance of the battery going out, and pos-
sibly more so, than the engine or generator, unless, of
course, a skilled man be employed, and in that case his
wages would almost pay for the gasoline consumed when
running the lights direct from the generator.

Possibly when Mr. KEdison has perfected his new
cells that he is now working upon, and provided they
are not too costly, the storage system upon the farm
may become more applicable, but the writer is of opin-
fon that with a gasoline engine the direct system is the

one most suitable to meet the farmer’s requirements at

esent time.
o Sp(: far we have been considering the question of

generating current for electric light by the u:.i::l ;i):he:
gasoline engine. This might, however, b‘; nﬁco P
by steam, but certainly not more economically. . e&
1f storage batteries were adopted and were C argl
at the same time that the engine was being run 'for
i ses, then there would possibly
chopping or other purposes, ) rureh
be a little in favor of the steam engine, as far as ]
consumption is concerned, and especially so if straw
were burnt in place of coal, then the eccuomy in fuel
realized would be in the same proportion as between
the gasoline and steam engine when threshing, but it is
when we have to produce the light direct from the gen-
erator that the use of the steam engine becomes ' pro-
hibitive, for it would be necessary then to ke.ep two
men employed, an engineer and fireman, durmgA 'the
whole of the time that the lights were in use ; that lg,
if straw were being burnt. If coal were used one man
would suffice, but even then the wages of the engineer,
assuming he was paid at the rate of only $1.50 per
day, would amount to about 75 cents, and possibly the
same amount would be expended in coal, so that wéth-
out taking anything into account for interest, wear and
tear and depreciation, the cost for supplying only 10
lights would amount to $1.50, or 15 cents per light per
day. An average cost of lighting by electricity is about
50 cents per month per light, running 24 hours per day.
It will be readily understood that the cost given
can only be approximate, since circumstances will natur-
ally vary considerably, but they may spffice to enable
the farmer to judge for himself as to whether or not
the adoption of electricity for lighting the farmhoyse,
etc., is feasible. N
Of course smaller sizes than 25 light generators are
made, but as is the case with all classes of machinery,
as time goes on more and more is demanded of it. It
is therefore wise to commence with a maching with
power sufficient to meet probable extra requirements,
and especially so if the extra cost does not exceed, say,
$40 to $50. '
The ideal motive force for generating 'electricity is,
of course, that of water-power, but, unfortunately, there
are not many farms in the West where this is availablé,
but if it is, there can then be no doubt that the gen-
erating of electricity for farm purpose can be carried
out at a very small cost. '
Windmills can be employed for generating purposes,
and in connection with storage batteries might give
satisfaction in some districts, but in connection with
the direct lighting from the generator, it would be
somewhat awkward if a calm set in at dusk, which often
happens, and in which case the dazzling light of our
old friend, the oil lamp, would be necessary for rescug
from utter darkness. A. BURNESS GREIG.

Go to Guelph. - :

The January short courses in stock and seed jnﬂgfng
at the Ontario Agricultural College have come to" be
looked for as an annual event. Hundreds of men and
boys attend, including not a few experienc>d breederg.
who find the judging pavilion a congenial and invaluable
place to exchange opinions with each other, to get hold
of the latest ideas in stock-breeding and husbandry,.tp.
get rid of fads and prejudices, and to brighten up their
faculties of perception and comparison by compe‘tltiv‘e
scoring and judging of animals. The course this year
commenced on January S8th, and continues till the 20th.
On January 8th there also commenced a practical short
course in poultry, which is intended to run until Febru-
ary 8rd. The dairy course began January 2nd and
concludes March 23rd, and in April there is to be a
special course from 10th to 20th for milk producers and
milk dealers. Fuller particulars, regarding any or all
of these, may be obtained by writing President G. C.
Creelman, O. A. C., Guelph, Ont. »

Live Stock and Grain Growers’ Annual
Meeting. i

The annual meetings of the Manitoba Live-stock
Associations may be held in Brandon in 1908, Secr y
George H. Greig was in consultation with Brandon civic
authorities recently, as the holding of such meetingﬂ is
conditional on the accommodation afforded for the edu-
cational work to be done. )

The date of the holding of the show will be FeBru-
ary 27th, 28th and March 1st. The Manitoba Grain-
growers will take advantage of the other'gatherhsgs.
and convene the latter part of the week at the Wheat
City. The rough draft of the programme is asg lollo-ws 3
TAuesday, a.m., annual meeting of the S. and S. asso-
ciation ; p. m., regular class and stock judging ; even-
ing, convention and lectures. Wednesday, a.m., a.hnu;Ll
meeting of Cattle-breeders’ Association ; p.m., stalli(;n
shows ; evening, convention. Thursday, a.m., Horse-
breeders’ Association ; P.m., grain fair and stock jﬂag~

ing ; Thursday night and Friday, Grain-growers’ annual
convention.

Not in the Big Combination.

Tn a recent newspaper interview dealing with floating
rumors, Hon. Melvin Jones, President of the Massey-
Harris Company, declared : ‘“ We have not had, nor
ever will have, any connection with the lnterna.f'.ibha.l
.Hm‘\'e\ter Company, or any other implement comxpahy
in the United States or elsewhere. Our company is
absolutely independent, and runs its own affairs.’’ '

Renew ! Renew ! Renew !
Have you forgotten to renew ?




