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Our conceit wasn't exactly dead. That was 1915; the 
wet year. By the time the judge visited us, they were 
so flat that we had given up all hopes of a prize, but for 
good sportsmanship we staÿed in the race. We got a 
Bttle higher score, owing to cleaner seed and better 
tillage. During these two years an experiment with 5 
pounds of O. A._C. No. 72 oats, brought home from the 
Stock and seed judging course; was having a very pre­
carious existence. The first year they were sowed late 
in a corner of a field, as father “ wouldn't be bothered 
with my nonsense" earlier in the season. They had to 
fight against a plague of sow thistle blown in from other 
farms, of course! By the time I got through hoeing 
these out, there were precious few oats left. Had about 
half a bag, which were cleaned and sowed the next year 
on a half acre of potato ground. They grew about five 
feet high, and then "the rains descended and the floods 
came" till my treasures somewhat resembled a carpet. 
However, I managed to reap a few sheaves and got 
five or six bags from the run. Another lesson 
to it in spite of difficulties.

This year I had sufficient of these to sow six acres of 
corn ground in good heart and clean. Although they 
were not sown until May 28, we took another chance on 
it and again entered the competition. We cut out the 
few Canadian thistles apparent, and this time the fates 
were kinder, as we broke into the money with fourth 
prize. Our concession received the five prizes won in 
the township, which made up for the other year.

Of course, it is a long way to the top yet, but we 
intend to keep trying. Here is another lesson. When 
we win it is no time to be vain glorious, or to drop out 
and rest on our honors. Give the others another chance 
to beat you, and don't crow if they don't. Besides, 
there is always the fellow who says "he has a better 
crop in his back field." Probably threshing proves him 
right, but why doesn't he show them? Honest competi­
tion is the life of these contests. Anyway this year I 
have my $10.

Field crop competitions, in my opinion, are beneficial 
because they emphasize, in a practical way, the im­
portance of clean land, clean seed, and thorough cultiva­
tion. I believe they could be improved by more varia­
tion of the crops and including corn more often. Pro­
bably an acre of mangels or turnips would be an agreeable 
change, if they increase the yield and quality of oats 
and other grain, why not these also? However, while the 
practical lessons in better farming, derived from field 
crop competitions, are of great value, not the least 
benefit are the moral lessons learned. Here they are: 
humility, good sportsmanship, fairmindedness, per­
severance, thoroughness and modesty.

Huron Co., Ont.

are exerting an influence that will be felt and noted 
in the future. The grain will be more thoroughly 
cleaned, the ground better prepared, the crops more 
thoroughly looked after and the general yield improved.

Middlesex Co., Ont. Farmer’s Son.

Crop Competitions Encourage Seed 
Selection and Weed Eradication.

Editor "The Farmer’s Advocate":
— i • In many districts the field crop competitions have 

been introduced, and I firmly believe they are of great 
benefit to any neighborhood. The field of oats must 
consist of not less than five acres, and, of course, must 
belong to the man who is showing it. The crop must

Editor "The Farmer’s Advocate": anj^mi^ht1 mention the sJring'SnfsTlst^generaîap-

Farmers who have not received permanent benefit pearance, 20 points; 2nd, freedom from weeds, 25 points;
from field crop competitions are those who have not ^rd’ freedom from smut, rust, blight and insects, 10
=Ted these competitions, ,„d cho« .ho did no. Jé^ZT

make any special effort to secure good seed or prepare regard to general appearance, I might state a few things
their own, and failed tocultivate their land. Allajudge that help to improve the appearance. In the first place,

do is to score them low. Where a whole competition d? *?ot afra*d to pull the plough back if knocked out 
i, ,h„ way, van, little goodI i, done except ,o those ^hL^hlt k
who get the prize money. Such a competition is of short, which may take awa the appearance. Always
no special benefit to any district. Field crop competitions work the furrows or crowns ntil they are level. If the
have made rapid strides since their inception and ?rop *s ? manured crop then be careful how the manure
should 'cad ,0 better l.rmiog throughout the province. SiTSch^ïS

When these competitions were started in our district we mix the different kinds together; it onlv takes a short 
competition was small, but to-day it is one of the largest while and has a lot to do with the appearance and even 
in Ontario and there is keener rivalry every year. Even ripening of the grain. You know that where the oie 
though you are not a prize winner if you have entered and sheep manure goes the crop will be strong and ripen
with any interest at all, you can readily see some improve- quicker. Let me say again, mix your manure asP it
ma!lt mi} V 5ual,t/ an<J yleId, .of, grain,as selected seed comes from the stable and use each part of the field alike 
will yield better than that which is carelessly cleaned. The second point of great value is freedom from
rnrTHtT r£r° Wm pr}?es|can ught '*• ?ut, aSain at weeds. We always have the field we enter in the com- 
loronto, Ottawa and Guelph shows with their grain petition sowed on last year’s root ground. We make sure 
and sheaves. the root field is perfectly clean, and this assures us of a

If you are not successful you can easily see where clean crop the next year. Another way by which we keeo 
you can make improvements by comparing your own down weeds is while cutting our hav we have a box at. 
crop grain and sheaves with those of others. tached to the mower and we carry a shovel When a bad

A very encouraging feature of the competition is weed is noticed we dig it out and put it in the box
the controlling of noxious weeds. A miller in our district One weed will mean a lot more the next vear
who buys the largest percentage of spring wheat entered In the third place the score is for smut,’ rust blight
in the competition states “that the yield and quality and insects. The smut is very easy to remedy and no 
is superior to what it was before the competition started one should neglect it. Just get a bottle of formaldehyde 
and it is much easier to obtain uniform samples. and treat according to directions Rust and hlivht 

Here are a few improvements I would suggest: are both a pest to late-sown crops Try and have yom 
For best results buy seed from prize-winning fields. field in early. y°ur
Sow your crops as near as possible at the same time, The fourth is the freedom from other kinds of grain 
thereby ensuring an evenness in ripening. This would I think about all I can say for th,™ is use a good fanning 
give the judge a chance to do his work more satis- mill, and by hand picking one bushel each year you 
factorily as he is liable to score the ripest gram higher. will soon have several bushels of clean grain7 In !he 
• V be to the advantage of the competitors if the fifth and last place comes the yield and q 
judge wouidmvite the farmers' sons t° g° into the grain. The yield is due in particular to th wav a 
field with him, explaining his reasons for scoring high field is fertilized, as usually the richer the soil the better
h °M aVh6 CuSe m^Vf bC' Further> the croP selected the crop. Also, early sowing plays a particular part to 

should not be changed from one year to another, as that the yield. Have the field all ready in the faff and work 
prevents ,t from coming up to any standard. ,t the first in the spring, as late oats never are a heat

A A. hRiSBY. yielder. Now, as to quality. We have always used the
lBajnln,(;r °ats- and clcan thoroughly so as to get nothing 
but the heavy plump oats. Dry well while in the stook 
because oats that heat in the granary are never good!

I he held crop competition induces everyone to take 
an interest in keeping their farm clean, in growing the
weeds°^ Seed’ ^ *S sp,end‘d ^or abolishing noxious 

Grey Co., Ont.
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Constant Attention Should be Given 
the Crop.

Editor "The Farmer's Advocate":
The field

ii

York Co., Ont.

crop competitions are undoubtedly of 
inestimable value to the sections of Ontario which are 
energetic, enthusiastic and progressive enough to engage 
in them. The beneficial effect is felt, no| only by the
entire'district,'“which tïal.y fasT «diSrfU£b£ï? , ^ fTH, COmPetitJ0fn \as inaugurated for the
fifteen miles. The farmers, as a rule take particular of field croPs and for the purpose of educating
pains with the crop entered in the competition The thC f m^r to 8row better crops, through the use of
BilVr,» Competitions Encourage Young
K5 M « MM Pm ~ ritÆ” Men to do Their Best 6
important part and these points should always be a^d croï betterTha^ heti Z'6'7 and .hasSrown Editor "The Farmer’s Advocate": 
considered by a competitor. The grain should he 3 6°°a crop, better than he had grown previously, yet
carefully sown and never doubled at tbe ends where the °ften 'C doesJ1®1 obtain a prize, at least not one of
drill is thrown in or out of action. Some even go to the ?nes" There would be no discouragement in
trouble of "checking" the grain in which is so wine one l atjdf F k,new an<l was satisfied with the reasons for
half the seed in one direction and’the other half m the rho dcfeat' but, unfortunately, he is not informed of
opposite direction. ‘ ,kose reas?ns- M?st. F‘rmcrs are matter-of-fact persons.

The crop grows rapidly, and with the rush of work beforewe can^ccepT it as^he truüFc* '“Ch F CaSe
many pay no further attention to the field till iudtdmr hÜ 1 can accePt it as the truth. Consequently we 
time. These farmers frequently boast to the iudve ! to know the reasons for the judges decision before 
that they have never entered the field since they sowed we am agree wlth him. I was interested in a field of
it. This, however, is never to their credit and the FF" thc competitioni this year, which was not awarded
judge seldom secs sufficient merit in the field to award iFi F0 n<3t whX. un,ess't was that the
it the "Laurel wreath. ” aWard other fields had more thistles.

The best fields I have ever judged were usually on 
farms that showed a general air of prosperity and keen 
supervision. The buildings were neat, the yards tidv 
the fence-corners mown, the stock choice, and the fields 
naturally showed thc same care and attention What 
weeds there may have been were hand pulled and thrown 
in the fence corners or along the lane. The farmers 
or their sons had walked systematically through the 
field with peering eyas while the crop was developing

Some of the better cared for fields were mown 
around to give a good unpressionof the height andstand 
of the grain, ol hers were staked. Many, however 
showed little ornosigns of care or attention,and in a few 
, , . lhe farmer wished the judge to pick out his best
held or portion of it and then proceed with the i
These few however, are always persuaded 
out the field entered.

The judge must have a mind of his own and proceed 
in a systematic manner to judge the crop If it |„. 
grain, walk up and down the field at intervals of a few 
rods and then diagonally, being sure to cover thc field 
thoroughly. I fully believe that the set of rules 
as complete as they can well be made, 
think thc judges score too heavily for certain need 
but this is the amount deceided upon at the convention’ 
of the judges, and since all the fields are judged upon 
the same set of rules the competitors certainly get 
used squarely and alike. s

I firmly believe that the field

■ t ; Judges Should Give Reasons.
Editor "The Farmer’s Advocate":

1
$ James Park, Jr.
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The rules, though not very strict, are as follows- 
Each competitor must be a former Short-Course student

little information, bn, no, nearlyM* ’^ “ FFFF”

know the reason whyour neighbor’s fieldisgiven morefor it kTXFF the Department. If the crop be potatoe^
general appearance, why we do not get more on our hgh't gTnemTannélan ”*7 °f gr°Wlh’ '"dations of 
field for yield, etc. ongnt general appearance of cr p, etc. A small niece

The majority of farmers, I believe, do not understand andtn^ee'rth 'S dug 1° g6t a estimate of the yield
thc methods used to judge the fields I know of on- and to see if there is scab. Y
instance where a winner said that he did not know why crops UirouvhmHt^ be“er ‘f the judgc cou,d visit the
he got the prize unless it was that the judge thought he Ü P throughout the summer, as some years the frost
needed the money. - k appears very ear|y m the fall before the judging is done

I do not see why the judge could not be allowed to suÎraeT would'lm F'm look,1'd excellent'in the
explain his reasons for giving the different score-points r X ! ,.f poor looking when judged.
while at the field. Of course it is sometimes necessary u f 1 competitions are very encouraging as
for him to change them afterwards, and that might L. ° f6/ "X” Want keeP ahead of the boy! The 
cause some dissatisfaction, but there could be no reason =°mPe|,tor also sees where improvement might be made

. . against his giving the information after he has finished ‘he value of sowing good seed, and of good cultivation’
judging. As he is always a stranger in the district, the farmer has foil Wf\a phort Course student during the winter of
to point no chance to talk with him after he leaves the field It 1 t0f0k P3rt the„f°llowing summer in growing

would help out greatly if it were compulsory for him to , °f ,Potatoes. The previous year the^rrmmH
sen, in Ins reasons along with the score cards or he Z™ pa?turcd' thel?. Plowed late in the fall. The followd
might leave them with the secretary of the agricultural lnS sPr,ng it was disked, and manure applied at the ratX
society. They could then be made known, or the fame™ set '°adS PCr aCrC' The potatoes were cut in

Mn‘woul,i k,,ow why k -ii" « •« »mr>, F
that they grew very little, if any?more P * y OZen S° 

when weighed ther^were^m bùsff °-|l!rtr?her’
earl CfrosftSma P°tat°eS and cu,ls' th's bei 

Grenville Co., Ont.
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Some farmers*

The standing crop competitions have done inestim 
able good, but 1 believe that they could be made 
more educational, and 1 hope that we will 
for the better in our contests in the 

Lambton Co., Out.

much 
see a change 

succeeding years. 
Ei-i rn S. Oke.
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trop Competitions
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