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distance any child travels is about six miles TTu. 
yearly cost of operating the vans is $500 and tetiL 
The cost of building the addition, including cloakroom
reflooring and painting the’old building^an^rafiSiS: 
$2 200* nCW *nd‘V'dua* desks and heaters,

The Farmer’s Advocate
AND BOMB MAGAZINE.

will reveal to all how more up-to-da methods in other 
provinces have been responsible for superior product. 
In Quebec a large portion of the milk to be made into 
butter is separated at the creameries, which gives 
the maker more control of the factories which in
fluence the quality. Furthermore the entries which 
are sent west for exhibition come from a district which 
is thoroughly organized and any sample not up to 
the standard for quality is turned back. The law 
would probably not forbid any exhibitor making an 
entry, but public sentiment in the Province of Quebec 
would, if his product would do otherwise than bring 
credit and honor to the home industry. They have 
started right .in the Western Provinces where old-time 
methods were never practiced. It is, consequently, an 
easy matter for them to go on and improve all the time. 
If we could exchange our customs, traditions and ideas 
for strictly up-to-date methods, and a strong public 
sentiment in favor of quality, this banner live-stock 
Province of the Dominion would be able to place a 
product,qualified to meet any competition, on the market. 
There is too much local feeling, too much fear of losing 
patrons, too little regard for the future, and altogether 
too much lack of public sentiment on the part of makers 
and milk producers throughout the Province of Ontario. 
Let us get together on this matter, take some pride 
in the output of our farms and our herds and make 
our dairy products as good, or better, than any placed 
before the public.
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THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN THE 
DOMINION. came to

The important point is that in the old Isabella dk 
trict the school tax was between $10 and $11 per quarto 
section, and in the const lidation district the tTT? 
only between $12 and $13.

Surely in this case the increase is infinitesimal 
but consider also the enrolment which has more than 

the attendance which is now 80% instead 
of 53% and 70% in two of the old districts, ttt 
better accommodation, the comfort of going to school 
and the opportunity of taking higher grades of work 
under two teachers, with more individual attention 
No wonder the parents declare they would ref use to go 
back to the old conditions and would just as soon go 
go back to the sickle, the dog-team, and the Red River 
cart.
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I 1. THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE 
is published every Thursday.
It is impartial and Independent of all cliques and parties, 
handsomely illustrated with original engravings, and fur
nishes the most practical, reliable and profitable informa
tion for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home
makers, of any publication in Canada.

2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION—In Canada, England. Ire-
land. Scotland. Newfoundland and New Zealand. SI.50 per 
year. In advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance. 
United States, *2.50 per year; all other countries, 12s.; in 
advance.

3. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All 
payments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

5. THE LAW IS. that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper 
ordered to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order, Postal Note, Express Order or Registered 
Letter, which will be at our risk. When made otherwise 
we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR
subscription is paid.

8. ANONV MOUS communications will receive no attention. In
every case the "Full Name and Post-office Address Must 
be Given."

0. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent 
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on 
paper only.
DURESS.-—S

change ol address should give the old as well as the new 
P. O. address

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical articles. 
For such as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents 
per inch printed matter. Criticisms of Articles, Sugges
tions How to Improve "Tht Farmer's Advocate and Home 
Magasine," Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vege
tables not generally known, Particulars of Experiments 
Tried, or Improved Methods of Cultivation, are each and 
all welcome. Contributions sent us must not be furnished 
other papers until after they have appeared in our columns. 
Rejected matter will be returned on receipt of postage.

13. ADDRESSES OF CORRESPONDENTS ARE CONSID
ERED AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded.

14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and 
not to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited),

London, Canada.
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Starbuck Consolidated Schools.

This is a typical example of a different kind of 
school where the total attendance is 117 and of these 
59 are conveyed daily in vans. 11 comprises the merged 
districts of Kinlough, Holyrood and Starbuck, where 
the average attendance before consolidation was only 
46%, 54%, and 4*% respectively. In nthiy
words, only half the pupils were in the habit of being 
present. This is a Milage consolidation consisting 
of 59X sections of land and the village of Starbuck, 
and has a total valuation of $165,300. Previous to 
consolidation the average school tax was 15 1/10 mills 
on the dollar or $9.75 per quarter sect ion. For three 
years after consolidation the tax was 22 mills on the dollar 
or $13.90 per quarter section, or an increase of $4.16 
over the average of the three districts. Two vans 
cost $2.90 a day each and the third costs $3.65, but in 
the latter case the driver is obliged to run a second 
van when necessary without further pay. These 
vans never miss a trip.

What do the sections get for this increase of taxes? 
They have a school site of 10 acres costing $1,000, s 
white brick school on a stone foundaiion, with four 
large classrooms and a cloakroom for each, a laboratory 
for physics and chemistry, an apparatus room, had 
a library, a basement with two playrooms, excellent 
heating arrangements, good water supply, and sanitary 
offices such as exist in a city school. The staff consists 
of a male principal and two female assistants, who 
teach all grades of the elementary school and those 
leading to second and third class teachers’ certificates. 
This last feature is an excellent one as the country 
children will be enabled to qualify themselves for the 
teaching profession at home, without boarding away 
from home during a high school course.

Are all these advantages worth an extra tax of 
$4.15 per quarter section? Would the farmers of the 
eastern provinces be willing Vo puy this small amount 
for these extra advantages? We leave it to our readers.

Roblln Consolidated School.

LABEL shows to what time your

F The Cost of Consolidated Schools.
The advantages of uniting school districts to form 

a consolidated school are numerous and weighty. But 
though the expense of running the single school would 
undoubtedly be less than the expense of continuing 
the three or four small schools which would be abandoned, 
yet the cost of transporting the pupils at public expense 
is fairly high and usually results in increasing the 
total cost. Undoubtedly the cost is usually greater 
though some advocates of the system dislike to admit 
this. Consolidation does cost more in the aggregate, 
but surely it ought to cost more for it provides a better 
school system and a more efficient education.

Farmers are very cautious and canny where money is 
concerned and the persistent and most general objection 
to consolidation is usually on this account. But let 
us see the experience of those who have tried it and 
draw our own conclusions from their experience.
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Two small schools at Brigden and McKinley,

Manitoba, were merged into one consolidated school 
Quite frequently little incidents occur, having called_ Brigdenley in 1909. The average enrolment

a direct bearing upon the trade in dairy products average attendance was only 10, thatS toSy^on'îy This is probably the largest rural consolidât!» 
which point to the fact that Ontario dairymen should 38% of the pupils attended as a rule. The statistics in any Canadian province as it combines no fewer 
give the enterprise in this Province some very serious for McKinley were; enrolment 18, and average at- than six rural school districts, and comprises 94 sections
and broad-minded consideration. Occasionally the Dairy tendance 9, or only 50% attended usually. of land and the village of Roblin. In 1912 seven vans
Standards Act, recently placed on the Statute Books, thEnFEEEEEE EE f°,VhC °'d syste"1' l,Jnder conveyed 100 children daily, the routes varying from 

a -, j i.i i . , . the new consolidated system the average attendance 6 to 9 miles at a cost of $3 to $4 a day per van, the
caused mild, little ripples to rise on the now quiet rose to 67% and for those who were conveyed the average being $3.30. Only one trip was missed that
waters of the dairy industry, but when the war is over average attendance was 75%. And yet this is not a year oh account of the driver’s sickness. Four teacher*
and the unusual demand ceases, coincidently with a record for Manitoba as the average attendance of (two men and two women) are the staff, but molt
period of reconstruction, the character of which no asRlW 'EEEhElnEfoET oFwgh ,‘înf will be needed. These teachers prefer the new system
one can foretell exactly, it may require more drastic and 94% at’ Tenlow, where no fewer things pupih facilities. HereTThe^soB of Ihe^ifficult^A

legislation to soothe the troubled waters upon which were conveyed daily; thus every one of these 35 children taining teachers in rural districts.
Ontario makers and dairymen generally may find them- had almost perfect attendance. The financial aspect is best left in the secretary'*
selves at sea. The situation is briefly thus: instructors, ^frïr^in th^iv/|8i£Wf^ ^he value of own words in his report on 1912. .
• * * ** • * . « • « , tran portation, for in the McKinley district where 1 Regarding financial matters which are important*inspectors and all men interested m the trade ac- pup,Is were conveyed, the average attendance was but no. the most importa™, the Provincial Govmh
knowledged the superiority of Quebec butter and that 95% of the enrolment, while in Brigden, where pupils ment gave a grant of $500 for starting a consolidated
produced in the Western Provinces. However, the ^ad to wa^'» the average was only 45%. Where school, a grant of $200 for raising the school to inter-
industry in Ontario was well established along certain IFFn1?,,3,11.? "aS E Ed EiEEE006 'Fas ?lore mediate standing, and still pays the annual grant
lines- the home market was good and onlv thm.mh ■ a K?od' and the chlldren had comfort both of $130 for each of the schools consolidated, in our
lines, tie one arket was good and only through going and coming. case, six times $130 or $7*0 in all. The municipality
a campaign of education and instruction, extending 1 he cost per pupil some years before consolidation pays the usual grant of $240 for each of the schools
over a period of years, did the authorities hope to alter was as b'Rb assince consolidation the cost is little consolidated, in our case six times $240 or $1,440 1»
things for the better. Nevertheless, prices were moder- EE.,*• an a eat. sum- The tax rate before con- all. In addition, we receive from the Provincial Govero-
ate and heed was being given to the advice intended it•» K Æ - and slnpe consolidation only ment a quarter of the van bill, in our case $1.100-
ate and heed vas being given to the advice intended 11 mills, a very flight increase in the district which In future the Government will pay one half of the
to eventually bear good fruit. Suddenly the scene was contains 24 sections and hardly feels the difference, van bill. The balance was made up by a school tax
changed. Europe sprang to arms, farm produce which is more than compensated for by the superior of $12 on a quarter section or 15 mills on the dollar-
increased in value, and milk products of the staple 3 v,|lnt.aKes- c* 1 ls school fo only a partial con- This was sufficient to pay all expenses for 1912. The
nature soared to exceotional heiehts Durinv ,1m solldation. condensing two schools into one. Two taxes were less than in some rural districts where onty

soared to exceptional heights. Dur mg the vans, costing $100 and $120 ran on routes of four three or four children attend We made no attempt to
more prosperous days the plea for better quality did miles each, and were not heated in winter. save money but got everything that was necessary,
not meet with such response which was not unexpected, Isabella Consolidated School our- ,motto b’e‘^ “ A GOOD SCHOOL FIRST " T*
and now ,t is felt that only a sharp decline in prices Another successful consolidated school exists at uS'as m°uch ’’^ retUrn t0 ^
WH cause th* da>rymen and makers to recognize the Isabella Manitoba into which the districts of Isabella, Here Iks the secret. Local pride and effort, backed
importance of reorganizing their business along more Shamrock and Rothesay were merged in 1912 without up by satisfactory government assistance. The*
modern lines. The signing of peace terms will undoubt- a single adverse vote. An extension to the old Isabella consolidated schools get the sum of several grants
edly mark the end of such values for cheese and butter f ”° ,as mac e, resu ling in two good rooms p operly formerly paid to the separate districts. This is the
as we have been receiving and after this Om-irin r,t and,a Scl?,°° sl.te of foul; acrps- Slllce con- same as before. The intitial grant of $500 is only 
as we have been receiving, and after this Ontario, so idation the school has more than doubled its en- paid once. The only additional grant is the govern-
Quebec and the Prairie Provinces will compete in a miment, some pupils who did not attend on an average ment’s offer to pay half of the cost of transportation
somewhat restricted market on a straight quality one month in six have not lost a day since transportation and $20 a month for each teacher employed,
basis. That is the time and those are the conditions F' IS e V | ,e Board. 1 he school now teaches and $20 also in respect to every teacher formerly
we should be orenared to meet beyond Grade VIII and enough pupils attend these employed, but now unnecessary. These grants
we should be prepared to eet. higher classes, who if their parents had to pay for course are considerable, but in view of the high»

The creamery butter exhibit at the Canadian UlPm 0ll,slf|p- would cost $2,500 for board and tuition. salaries prevailing in the West, are not excessive, Tnr
National Exhibition was significant in this regard wo vans (costing $19.) and $33 extra for sleighs) Department of Education in Manitoba has succeeded ®
A seardi f„, Ontario prit. win,..,, in the list ffij $T3 ,'î XÜ XlT^E ^  ̂ ^ “

Public Sentiment Would Help the 
Dairy Industry.
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