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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

What Stock Yards Indicate.

Feb.

FOUNDED 1868

THE FARM.

l.arge live-stock yards do not convey the same
o5 . )
- information as mav be found in a census, but ~
5 they voice pretty accurately the operations in the Increase thc Sllpply of POOdStUﬂS_
27 ‘“”‘mr\ and the condition of the live-stock in Iiditor *The Farmer's Advocate’ ,
i 28 niaz.\'l‘\} in geneial The rveport of the transac Your article entitled “More than Usual_
Mar. 1 :n‘!'.w);l\ at the Unior Stock Yards, West Toronto How™ impels me to “Sk_ the courtesy of a little
2 h.’" the season of 1914 and nine previous years space  to  set ‘1"“}’ a few things on the other
3 s a lecture in itself. I'ne tigures show an 1n side I must confess that 'I‘ read your article
;1 crease of 114,784 hogs and 13,032 chorses with surprise and regret. The regret was oc-
5 \rranged awcainst this 15 a decrease of S3.415 castoned ]H‘l'!l;lP\» more l.>_\‘ the tone than the
;“ cattle, 17.791 sheep and 7.019 calves These in actual f‘nll!v!i'\ of the article, as it sevmed to me
i creases and decreases are  applicable only to the the whole tone LS such as would d!\.(‘mu‘age
:1 vears 1913 and 1914 The report, as a whole what vou yvourseli say is a “‘great enterprise.”
9 shows a wonderful development in the live etock You =sa) (:u\x'.l‘nil\v‘ln!\ are fond of "\“1\'ing
];\ ndust er a period of ten aears ~chemes Fomight also say that jonrnals gre
11
12 Yeur (“ats it Hogs Calves llorses
13 1905 IESE! TT.R2N 50,142 Las 165
14 1906 t 205 RN KROR 30,088 R4 666
15 1OOT 1,618 91,156 2, 214 203
16 1908 1.654 TO, T30 1,083 5. 5T
17 1909 7.00R 114, R08K 6,571 . 9RO
18 1910 9,456 165,356 56,342 6,531 6,140
19 1911 11,019 153,347 93,506 5,662 1 557
20 1912 13,649 191.657 132,019 5.590 5.607
21 1913 21,566 310,983 120,215 19.373 0317
22 1911 20,152 257.16R 162,424 12 351 20,399
23
21 I'he trend of  prices and  receipts n horses rond ol ashing questions for other people to an-
o= g4 .
:‘.: vere upward until the year 1909, which was al swet But in this imstance 1 feel that the ques-
“)'_‘ most the summit of the prosperity  experienced tions are such as I would have eaxpected an in-
- w horsemen in Canada auring the first ten years telligent and progressive journal such as “'The
FUE o1 the new ceuntury. \fter that Mear there was Farmer's Advocats usually 1s to be answering

March

wr's Advacat.

until the
were heing purchased  for

off in
quantity

a Jdropping season o

1914, when a

receipts

23 military purposes Dr. F. €. Grenside, speaking
29 it the EFxperimental Union and reported in a
20 ent issue, said that trade 1n horses moved n
21 periods ol n[x}rrn\iw\\h-l»\ 1en Ve ls *\II‘ ;H.nf
that the decade, 1900 to 1910 was o ot tl
F ups’  tlraat  the  husiness  recognizes We arn
24 now, Dr. Grenside sald, experiencing a down
2] I'he Western Provincees, Albherta particularly, are
A cspecially  adapted for rearing good horses, and
3 the up which should commence ahout 1920,
6 figuring from records of the past, may not bring
o with it the pleasing ])l‘i('t-.\— ol former days, yvet
Q there will be remuneration to those who hreed
9 vith caution and intelligence.
(] The  receipts " of hogs trave hee vradually
1 growing for the last six years without a hreak
2 During the year of 1914 a considerable quintity

appeared in Toromrto and Montreal (rom
and that condition promises to remain,

must

the West

vet prices

breeders of

S O PO G W i Y
T RS

) revive  or swine will cur
3 tail their operations in the pen and thus restor
% values to a more profitable level
8 The decrease of 17,791 sheep in one vear s
19 not surprising whenr one considers the status of
= the sheep-rearlng enterprise in Ontario It s
estinrated that Ontario to-dav has less than 1
000,000 sheep, and that the province suffered o
23 decrease of 25,000 during 1914, 4nd 135,000 head
—',_1 (im’mg&lhw last four yvears I'rices are not  re
- sponsible for this, however, for they fetelr almost
26 double what theyv did thirtee : 170
1 Over KR3.000 head of cattle decroase ny
‘\“\YI‘ t‘vul‘ rean l" i\_ lil‘.u" pa ?i" .,u'l].m]r\, to  th
L arce numbers ol stockers and feeders that wer
- ~hipped to the other side when the duty was re
'Q moved, and consequently lost to (';nl‘x‘.liul‘. Tt
D0 Kets when sold in the finished condition Breed
ng cows have decreased 11 Canada hut it
) urced  that only the poorer and non-producing
.“ COWS have heen disposed of Whether this b
- true or untrue it is diflicult to ascertain, bt on.
) thing is certain that the three Prairie Provinces
) are Iincreasing their output of dairy products by
leaps and bounds. I'his  increase  spells  mor
" hreeding cows, and jerhaps more orowing st oct
! in the future
(1)
y A Profitable Sow.
12 Faliton 'he Farmer's Adyocate”
o
:'1’ I hav volunge sow which prove. horsoll G ¢
:,. ryv oproflitahh On Jdoanagn Foth, 1911, ahve ha
o her first Litter of ten pir \ it TN w: T
“’_‘ vearnyd, one died, the othe nin a t he LT N
1% N onths were sold, averagine 210 18 eact
18 oronine cents per pound On L aly 1 <1 1914
.‘,:)‘ he had sixteen o of these, two died. | avin
= i teen At the ace of s tonths | d
‘N‘y the 1\ ing 260 1) ¢h Y Vel oan
- e per ponnd the other oich at s
2R nd foamonths old weivhed 256 s eae!
nd 1 ¢ 111 Or 8oy e el thres-guarter copnre
¥ YOI Both litters 1o rether makin SAHR
I'her " Deceniher 20t} 1874 he 1 el
‘ ore,  they 1 Mo X weelhs o) o Nt
e bhred fron Y orkshire OW  CToss il
Famworth hoo
W th e Fhe Farmer’s Adyoeatg Ton
: b v it N tite the veadin o1
. vory 1t i« ) helpinl  pap o
P LR 2 1
B )

o IT\ACINON

nstead of merely asking in a general

way.

Now in reply to your plaintive “"how,”” may ]
~say that this will no doubt be dealt with by the
sbeahers who go out umder the joint auspices of
this Department  and the Federal Department.
\iter making allowance  for all you sav about
the overworked farmer and about the scarcity of
labor. 1 am still satistied that a great many
farmers wili  be able to find a way to increase
production. Some may do it by adopting the
most  approved methods of farm practice, by
which larger returns it has been proven may be

expected from the same acreage. Others may do

1t by securimrg additional labor, and I think
tirxat even at the worst, labor conditions will be
better this year than during the past few years;
by securing additional labor ard working addi-

tional land, perhaps ploughing up oid sod pas-
tures which have not yielded very large returns
{or many years, Others may adopt other plans,
for it is adnrittedly something which each farmer
must workx out in his own way. The whole pur-
pose of the special Patriotism and I’'roduction
Campalgn is to show the need that will exist

and the opportunity and duty of Ontario farmers

as a consequence If this is shown clearly, 1
have every confidence that the farnrers themselves
will do the rest to the very best of their ability

[t must be remembered that Canada is at war,
and that therefore the old conditions and old
standards do not ohtain. IWiring the past few

tmonths almost eVery person in

every person in

this country toa
Fneland and

decoree, has

small vf"ul‘ww_

and

France and Belginm to a much lareer

heen doing things which seven or eicht months
avo they would have  recarded as impossible
Fhe <imple elementary fact is that we farmers

of Ontario have the land, we have the equipment,
the inestimable boon of peace as far as
honies are concerned, and with these ad-

the need i8

Wer Ligne

Our own

¢
vantages we should, if the duty and

clearly presented, do everything possible to pre
vent the cause which we have at heart suffering

throurch any lack of food supplies which it may

DeoAn our power to provide

I'lris (L\[ns\«-\ to a considerable degree also

other point vou raise in reference to mar-
Kets I am quite sure tlrat both (Governments
will be glad to do evervthine thev cun to assist
n the marketing of the products, and in this
connection it should be noted that the }17'1»(1\1(‘(5

on which emphasis is heing laid are nmrp(?rish“

able products A\t the same ttme I quite agree
vith yvou that 1o man can tell two mionths ahead
what the market price may be. If the war cor-
tinues there is little reason to doubt that prices
Wil be adequate or more than adequate. If the
war does not continue, there is equally little
doubt  but that there will be a big slump
in prices, but surely the farmers of the Province

would view such g slump without any very great

concern if it were caused by the great hoon te
humanity termiination of this cruel, war

which the

would mmean

In tiris again the farmers are fortunate in that

their problem s providineg foodstufis for others
not  for  themselves There are unfortunately
many in our larger cities to whom the prohlem i€
of a mmech more personal nature. Conditions are
~uch that T do not think the farmer shkould be
encouraced  to look at wmatters from the old
standpoint I'he issues are too erave and the
duty too obvious to  he met hv mereiv  asking
auestions  and  raising hvpothetical conditions
Fhere is only one plain, simple thing to do. and
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