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LUMBER, PULP AND PAPER

EMBARGO AGAINST EXPORTATION OF
SPRUCE.

Owing o the fac| that net Bufficient aeroplane
spruce is heing manufactured in Canada, the govern-
ment has placed an embargo on thig character of
wood, according to . R McMillan, who is attached
to the rmunitions board and in charge of the pro-
ductiog of awroplane spruce.  Mr. McMillan states
thal about two months ago representatives of the
aeroplune manufacturers tor the alliess met and
canvassed the situation and decided there was not
sufficient for the needs of the alhes.  The United
Stutes promplly commandeered @ll  the aeroplane
soruce i that conatry  for the purpose of suppiying
its own necdds wrnl those of certain of Live allies. At
this conforenee it was agreed that Canada should
supply berown needs and also ghose of Great Britain,
Although the United Stateg put  an emhargo on
spriuce lcaving that country, (7. 8. hrokers continued
tev by in Canada, Thus much valuable spruce left

Cannda. A stop has pow been put to this,

FIGHTING FORESTERS.

Sixty-five men from the Faculty of Forestry of
the Ulniversity of Toroulo are fighting oOverseas.
ISvery graduate of the p;}’st three years ) who is
physically fit is serving the Empire in sorme capacity.
Other forestry schools have had a similar experience,
with the eesull that there is, and will be for many
years, o greal  scarcity of technically-traitved for-

esters,

WINDING UP PROCEEDIN GS.

At an extraordinary general meeting of the British
Canadisn. Wood Pulp and Paper Company, Timited,
special resolutions were passed calling for the:volun-
tary winding up of the company and the appoint=
men! of A H. Douglas as lignidator,

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF INDUSTRIES
IN SIBERIA.

The situalion in Siberia is generally Lelieved to
present excellent openings for the ix'wvs{menl of
capital in industrial undertakings. FPractically the
only manufacturing  industries established in the
country up to the present lhave been those which
depend upon a plentiful supply of cheap raw material,
such ag spirit distilling, skin curing, flour milling,
mAatch ma king, ete. There is, however, a great wealth
of other resources in Siberia, the further working
up of which into muanufactured products should
prove a profitable undertaking. Not only is a home
market of over 10,000,000 people aavailable, hut na-
tural protection against competitors is assured hy
lhe great distance from the' nearest industrial cen-
tres, [Uis also expected that the poliey of the (iov-
ernmen| after the war will be to encourage the de-
velopment of Russian industries, and that with this
object in wview the protective customs duties imposged
on manufactured goods imported from foreign coun-
tries will be maintained, and where necessary in-
creased.  (onditions would therefore appear {avor-
able to the creation of industries in Siberia for the
parpose of further atilizing the natural resources of
the: count vy,

PAPER MILLS.

The consummption of paper in Siberin agaregales
between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 tons a year. The
country is well supplied with spruce and other tim-
bers suitwble for the production of wood-pulp. There
would therefore appear to be openings for the estab-
lishment of paper mills, Plans have heen made and the
huildings already constructed for a paper mill at
Tomsk to produce 120 tons a day of cheap \\'ru]’lhinf—‘:
and newspaper paper. The machinery and other
equipment for this mill has not yet leen orderved.
The establishment of mills at other points in Western
Siberia is also being considered.

Whatever the cause may bhe and wherever the re-
sponsibility may lie, it isgclear that any decline in the
health of a workman restricts his work and resylts
in financial 1oss 6 voth employer and employee.
When, therefore, the employer studies how he can
keep his workmen healthy, he sbows -good business
gense and decent human interest

SIBERIA’S LUMBER RESOURCES.

In a report on the timber resources of Siberia, the
Canadian Trade Commissioner at Omsk states that
the extent of forestlands of Asiatic Russia has been
roughly estimated at 853,000,000 acres, of which nearly
700,000,000 acres now belong to the State, There are
465,000,000 acres of virgin forest in that part of
Siberia which lies west of Lake Baikal, while eastern
Siberia, though not so richly endowed, has sufficient
timber to supply the i‘equiremenw of foreign markets
for many years to come. !

After referring to the principal timber trees of
Siberia, the Trade Commissioner goes on to say that
the great forest wealth of the region is practically
untouched, but that measures are now being considér-
ed whereby the forest resources of Siberia may be
utilized to greater advantage. (onferences have been
held hetween those interested in the timber trade and

the State Departiments concerned, and organization

and improved management are regarded as essential
for the development of an export trade. The en-
largement of existing mills and the erection of new
saw mills will be necessary, as well as the establish-
ment of other industrial concern= using wood as raw
material.  Closely related to the question of the
organization of the timber industry is the need for
the creatien of railways and waterways connecting
Siberia with the markets of western ISurope.

A rmilway has been projected to connect the lower
reaches of the Ohi River with one of the ports on the
Arctic Ocean, west of the Kara Sea, with ice-free
witer during five months of the year. It is claimed
that by means of such a line the freight rate from
Omsk to London could he reduced to about 24 roubley
(about 505 at par rate) per ton. The construction of
a canal lo connect the Obi River system with the
Kama and Volga vivers of FJuropean Russia is also
being considered.

In Eastern Siberia- cheap transporl facilities are
afforded hy the Amur River svstemn, which flows
through the country into the Pacific. The lumber in-
dustry on tlhie Amur, however, is still infits infancy,
and existing mills are not conveniently Yituated for
export trading. The recent improvements to the port
of Viadivostock, and the adaptation of the harbor
Tacilities at Nicolaievsk-on-Amur tor the handling
of timber, should greatly stimulate the shipping of
forest products frown Eastern Siberia, while the erec-
tion of mills in closer proximity to the water front-
age available in this region would result in increased
Iumber shipments from the ports named.

JThe extension of the export trage In Siberian tim-
ber would create 2 demand for a considerable amount
of logging and saw-milling appliances. A steady
demand for such appliances will in any event be as-
sured by the development and growth of the country,
apart from the export possibilities. Opportunities
may also arise for supplying mill and factory equip-
ment, wood-working machine tools, pulp and paper
mill supplies, ete. The climatic and forest conditions
of Siberia, and the circumstances under which lum-
ber is cut, are in many respecls similar to those of
Canada. The Russians as arule are ready to test the
methods which have proved satisfactory in other
countries, but up to the present practically no use
has beent made of up-to-date togzing appliances. The
scareity and high cost of labor at the present time
is directing the atiention of timber producers to the
question of introducing lahor saving devices. In-
quiries are being made for portable hoisting cranes,
and it is probable that other logging appliances, such
as cahleways, stationary engines, tractors, locomo-
tives, etc, will come into demand.

The saw milling machines installed in the Siberian
mills are almost all of the frame type. A number of
adjustable saw blades, ranging from 16 to 26, are
hung to along reciprocating frame, which moves up
and down at a comparatively slow speed. It js stated
that this type of machine gives general satisfaction,
being adapted to & variety of purposes, and not re-
quiring highly-efficient labor for its operation — a
point of considerable importance in wview of the
quality of the laboy availadle,

The management of the forest lands belonging to
the Government in Siberia has been largely in the
hands of the Colonization Department of the Ministry
of Agriculture. This department operates s€veral
saw-millg and supplies the peasants and newly ar-
rived immigrants with building materials and other
wood products which txey require. The head office
of the Department In Siberiav is situated at Omsk,
and the director has express=d his desire to receive

N. Y. FOREST RESERVES,

The forest reserve of New York State is now
nearly 2,000,000 acres, valued at about $25,000,000.

CANADIAN WOODS BEST FOR BUILDING,

“Canadian Woods for Structural Timbers,” is the
title of a bulletin (No. 59) issued by the Forestry
Branch of the Department of the Interior. This bul-

letin shows as the result of hundreds of tests that

several of our native woods are cheaper and better,
as gtructural timbers, than woods which Canadians
have been importing for some years. This is gratify-
ing and satisfactory as regards both home and for-
eign trade in timber. It means much to Canada
in war time, as the development of our resources
enables us to carry on the campaign effectively.
Citizens who are interested may receive a copy of this
bulletin free upon application to' the Director of For-
estry, Ottawa.

THE THREE GREAT RISKS.

There are three great risks—the risk of death, the
risk of sickness. and the risk of impairment. The risk
of impairment means any change by which an insup-
able man becomes uninsurable or doubtf_ul as a risk.
Such an impairment need not relate to a man's own
physical condition, but may be the result of a change
in his family history, as where any of his near re-
latives becomes afflicted with consumption, cancer,
insanity, epilepsy, etc. Thus a prospect may at any
time become an uninsurable risk, not only by attacks
of sickness or disease, which not not necessarily less-
en his earning power, but by the ‘afflictions of others
who are related to him. 'To be denied the privilege
of life insurance protection is a calamity, the serious-
ness of which is best appreciated by those who have
had the experience. The risk of impairment is a
strong argument for signing an application to-day.
—Field Notes.

PRESENT STANDARDIZED SIZES OF
RATLROAD TIES DEFENDED.

The question has been somewhat, discussed lately
of increasing the standard sizes of railroad ties on
the general theory that they would be more durable
against decay, but also on the Special theory that
they would be better able to resist mechanical wear
because the face of the tie carrying the rail would
he correspondingly increased.

The president of a tie company, however, in a
recent contribution in the Railway Review, states that
economy in the supply of ties would not be promoted
by such a - movement. The availabre timber from
which ties are usually manufactured, he says, will
produce about 50 per cent of ties 6 x 8 inches, the
other half being of sufficient sizes for product 7 x 8
inches and 7 x 9 inches. The 6 x 8 inches tie is,
of course, the general standard, while the heavier
ties are used for special situations. An increase
in the average of tie sizes would reduce the volume
of timber available for tie purposes, and ties larger
than 7 x 9 inches come in direct contact with the
demand for Iumber because such logs are large
enough for saw timber.

This contributor makes the further point that real
economy could be secured in the other direction if a
market could he found for ties as small ag 5 x 7 inches
in length, as considerable quantities of these could be
secured from timber that is now wasted, particularly
in the form of top cuts. While this size of course
would not be large enough for stundard track use
it could, he believes, bhe lafgely employed in branch
and switch tracks under light traffic, — American
Lumberman.

-

quotations and other information from manufact@rers
of saw milling and wood working machinery. A cir-
cular saw machine adapted for cutting railway sleep-
ers is required in Siberia, and is assured of a good
sale if suitable, The Colonization Department aljo
desires to receive Darticulars of machines which
would be suitable for the manufacture of the various
parts of portable houses for immigrants and others.
Owners of saw mills and timber properties in west~
ern Siberia for the most part obtain machinery and
other equipment through Qealers in Petrograd and
Moscow, who represent the manufacturars. ' The traée
in saw milling machinery, etc., in eastern Siberia is
handled by firms in Vliadivostock. The ajvisability
of investization of the situation by expert represerta~
tives of manufacturers % emphosized in the report.
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