
V

67
ifthe character of transgression which, the Divine 

remedy can reach. There was acted out “ the 
great transgression.” The testimony against 
them was, that they had denied the Holy and the 
Just One, arid had killed the Prince of Life. Yet, 
in the name of Jesus, whom they had crucified, 
whom God had raised up, there was forgiveness 
even for this great transgression. Who need 
despair of finding forgiveness in the same name, 
in which alone there is salvation ? If we turn to 
a different and more frequent, character of trans­
gression, we find it written, “ He not deceived : 
neither fornicators, nor adulterers, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor­
tioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And 
such were some of you ; but ye are washed, but ye 
are sanctified, hut ye are justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” It 
is to man, therefore, as a proved and convicted 
transgressor before God, as already condemned by 
the righteous judgment of God, and when awakened 
by the quickening power of God condemned in his 
own conscience, that forgiveness of transgression 
in the name of Jesus is proclaimed by God Him­
self. And blessed, by God’s own testimony, is the 
man who has an ear to hear it.

I much question if the bare idea of forgiveness 
of transgression, apart from the solid groundwork 
on which it rests, viz., the infinite atonement of 
Christ—“ forgiveness in His name ”—would ever 
satisfy the conscience. The grovelling thought of
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