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spirit, whilst performing that which appertains to
his calling to perform ; but when the energy of his
first love is tested by time, there is a danger of his
gradually ceasing this habit of prayer and study of
the word, and at length he may find himself pass.
ing day after day, and the Bible hardly looked at;
and even where the reading and prayer with the
family continues, he is aware that, though the form
is the same, the freshness and power is gone. What
is the remedy ? Let him judge himself, and he
will find he will sgain have recourse to prayer and
the word, the former making him humbly feel his
dependence from moment to moment upon God,
and the latter ministering to him refreshment and
strength in his own soul, Again, as regards the
assemblies of the saints; sometimes after years of
testimony and blessing, the work in its active form
ceascs, the older saints leave this world, and their
places are not supplied by others, the attendance
at the meetings for reading the word and prayer
diminish, and the meetings themselves aro at length
discontinued. The light is no ionger the same in
the village or town. And why is this? The
answer given is, “ Because there are so few who
attend.” But this is no reason why the two or
more who desire to go on with prayerand the word
of God, should not habitually continue to meet to-
gother. The failure in such cases is owing to our
thoughts being more occupied with the things
which are seen than with the things which are not
seen. Matt. xviii. 19, shows us that two are




