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castes or to the despised outeaste com-
munity before they became Christians,
And, in Tundia to-day there is annually
an increasingly large number of men
and women who, in this fellowship with
their brethren and their Lord, in par-
taking of the Lord’s Supper, forever
break away from the old caste life.

The writer numbers among her per-

sonal friends women who, after the
first commemoration of tehir Lord’s
death,” were never allowed to enter
either the home of their husband or
parents,—they had broken caste and
Wwere numbered with the outeastes.
, In the case of one young man who
thus dared to set aside caste rules and
partake of the Supper, he was burned
in effigy on the village burning ground,
His mother and sisters wailed for him
as they wail for the dead. His girl
wife was stripped of her jewels and
bright-colored clothes and was dressed
in the garb of a widow and treated as
a widow,

The prohibition of the marriage of
widows, including child widows, is the
most tenaciously and unrighteously en-
forced caste ecustom in India, and. there
are to-day in India 26,000,000 widows,
115,000 of whom are under ten years of
age. One in every six of India’s wo-
men and girls is & widow,

Not only does Christianity alleviate
the sufferings and make more bearable
the proverbially hard lot of the In-
dian widow, it advoeates and encour-
ages the ‘re-marringe of widows; and
many a Christian widow, in the liberty
of her Christian faith, has done violence
to the old easte law, which would have
forever doomed her to the hated, de-
spised, negleeted lot of  the Hindu
widow, and hae married agsin and
thereby became one of the stromgest
living arguments in favor of Christian
religious liberty. !

Bo closely interwoven dre the cus-
toms of enforced widowhood and infant
marringe that, indeed, they are insepar-

Missionary Link

able. A married woman or girl is sup
posed fo belong to her lord for time
aud for eternity. A widow is therefore
ineligible for re-marriage, even though
her husband may. have-died when she

‘was an infaut.

The man, on. the other hand, may eon-
tract any numbér~of marriages, and it
matters not how many wives he may
have had, nor how old he bas become,
none but the very young may be his
bride. The consequence is that men of
mature years, and even of old age, are
wedded to mere girls. 8o long as In-
dia’s fathers and mothers. persist in
marrying their little daughters of one,
two or ten years to young men, and to
men who have passed their prime, there
will of necessity be hundreds and thou-
sands of ehild widows.

Here, again Christianity rins athwart
these centuries-old customs .of caste,
and the Christian Marriage Act of the
British' Government provides- that the
daugh of Christian p tage in In-
dia. may not be married before they
reach the age of fourteen. The Chris-
Aian girl enters upon the duties of wife-
hood and motherhood with more in her
favor than the Hindu girl, and has the
added advantage in many cases of hav-
ing from two to four more years at
school, for seldom is & Hindu caste girl
allowed to attend school affer the age
of ten or twelve years.

Caste has degraded manual labor, It
has taught the people of India that
humble toil, however honest it may be,
is more than mean, it is sinful, Indeed,
& Brahman who follows the plough loses
his caste.

There are millions of the higher eastes
of India who count it honorable to beg,
and dignified to spend their days and
years in abject Iaziness, but who would
look upon the earning of an homest
living by the sweat of their brow as de-
grading in the extreme. All through
the whole of soclety in India, from the




