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We have the very,hfrheto anthority and example for this work in 
which we are engaged. Gad, who has given us ears to hear, has 
always sent unto us messengers to declare His Truth; but God has 
also given us eyes with which to see end to read, and He has also 
caused that those weauterful works which He has wrought for the 
benefit of mankind should not merely be proclaimed and preached, 
but that they should be committed to writing. We find that the’ 
prophets not merely- appeared among the people and said, 
saith the Lord,” but, according to the Divine injunction, they wrote 
the things which they had to say in a book, as we find from the time 
of Moses onwards. - i i. ,

It was surely in the providence of God that the children of Israel 
were brought into contact with (at that time) the most civilised nation 
of the world, so that they were familiar with the art of writing, and 
so that the wonderful wards and works of their experience were 
handed down, not merely orally, but also written, in order that they 
might be preserved in a permanent shape. And all through the 
history ot God’s dealings with mankind, from Genesis to the Book of 
Revelation, we find tho importance which God has attached to writ­
ing. In the Book ef Revelation, the last Book which we possess, wc 
very often find the expression used, " Write the things which thou 
hast seen. “Iheard a voice that said unto me, Write in a book.” 
So wo see that God Himself has attached so great importance to this, 
that things are to be written, are to be put, as it were, into a book, 
and afterwards read leisurely, frequently, and solemnly

I think that a rapid survey of the history of the Chureh will bear 
me out when I say that whenever it has pleased God to bless the 
Church and to carry on a great work among the nations, He ha*'not 
merely sent men to permit, but He kas also raised up skilful hands to 
tente. And it « very touching to notice how, before the discovery of 
the artof printing, when the difficulty must have been very great,' the 
early Christians were very anxious to disseminate the truth by circu- 
lating little books and tracts. It had all to be done by writing, and 
therefore it must have been very laborious and expensive. In the 
earlier days there wernhttk books prepared for epeoisl classes, such

merchants, and the like—putting 
religion before them in such a light as would most commend itself to 
them according to their various callings. We read of Peter Waldo 
(the founder of the W aldenses), that he spent a great portion of his 
fortune m getting copies of the Scriptures written and circulated. 
He bad a very large “ Courtage Society.” There was a very large
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