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WRITE IN' A 'BOOK.

A m EOR QRRIBTIAN COLPORTAGE.
(BY RV, Avorrp Barmy)

‘We have the very highest; authority and example for this work in
which we are engiged. Ged, who has given us ears to hear, has
slways sent unto us to-declare His Truth; but God has
also given us eyes with which #o see aud to read, and He has also
caused that those womderful works which He has wrought for the
benefit of mankind should mot merely be ‘proclaimed and preached,
but that they should be eommittéd to writing. We find that the
prophets not merely sppeared among the people and said, “Thus
saith the Lord,” but, accerding to the Divine injunetion, they wrote
the things which they had to'say ina book, as we find from the time
of Moses onwards. » , '

It was surely in the providénce of God that the children of Israel
were brought into contact with.¢at that time) the most civilized nation
of the world, so that they ‘weve. familiar with the art of writing, and
60 that the wonderful' words snd works of their experience were
handed down, not merely orally, but also written, in order that they
might  be grooerved in » permanent shape. And: all through ' the
history. of God's dealings with mankind, from Genesis to the Book of
Revelation, we find the:im: nce which God- has attached to writ-
ing.. dn the Baolk! of Reveldtion, the last Book which we possess, we
very often find the empression used, “ Write the things which thon
hast seen.”. “I-heard w:voice that said unto me, Wrte'in a book.”
So wo see that God Himself has attached so great importanes to this,
that things ave,to be written; are to' be ‘put, as it were, into'a book,
and afterwards read loisurely, frequently; ‘and solemnly,

I think' that & rapid snrvey of the history of the Chureh will bear
me out when ‘1 say that whenever it has' pleased God to bless the
Church and to earry’ona great 'work among the nations, He hasinot
merely sent men to predeh, but-He has:also raised up skilful hands to
write.: And itis very tonching to notice how, before the discovery of
the art of printirig; when the difficulty must bave been very great, the
early Christians were very adxious to disseminate the truth by eircu-
lating little books and tractsl: It had all to be done by writing; and
therefore it myst: bave:beett very laborious and expensive. fn the
earlier days there were little books prepared for special eclasses, such
as stilors, soldiers, agricultyrists, merchants, and the like-~putting
religion before them in such a light as would most commend'jtsslf to
them according to their various callings. We read of Peter Waldo
(the founder of the Waldenses), that he spent a great portion of his
fortune in getting copies of the Scriptures written and circulated.
He had a very large “ Colportage Society.” There was a very large

s s

-~

band who we
in order to a
knives and al
copies of var
Fathers in wl
“ Colportage
I need no
Society” he |
it was not m¢
but it was to
the Gospel w
years after th
“These frien
of Europe w
only be comp
Egypt.” So
Reformation.
Many peoy
sively setting
course, and a
God to arou
Very narrow
way God has
what is writt
of His saints
instances, buf
scale. In F
opposition of
been almost s
cal books tha
There is or
fervour and
answer to the
given to the 1
18 80, there is
mind and the
the people se
sermon, they
habit of doin
forget how m
oned in that
guidance of
living utterar
unto His sers
And so it
have a wonde
who have so



