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THE C.C.F. is a federation of organizations whose purpose is the establishment 
in Canada of a Co-operative Commonwealth in which the principle regulating 
production, distribution and exchange will be the supplying of human needs 

and not the making of profits.

We aim to replace the present capitalist system, with its inherent injustice 
and inhumanity, by a social order from which the domination and exploitation 
of one class by another will be eliminated, in which economic planning will 
supersede unregulated private enterprise and competition, and in which genuine 
democratic self-government, based upon economic equality will be possible. The 
present order is marked by glaring inequalities of wealth and opportunity, by 
chaotic waste and instability; and in an age of plenty it condemns the great 
mass of the people to poverty and insecurity. Power has become more and more 
concentrated into the hands of a small irresponsible minority of financiers and 
industrialists and to their predatory interests the majority are habitually 
sacrificed. When private profit is the main stimulus to economic effort, our society 
oscillates between periods of feverish prosperity in which the main benefits go 
to speculators and profiteers, and of catastrophic depression, in which the common 
man’s normal state of insecurity and hardship is accentuated. We believe that 
these evils can be removed only in a planned and socialized economy in which 
our natural resources and the principal means of production and distribution are 
owned, controlled and operated by the people.

The new social order at which we aim is not one in which individuality will 
be crushed out by a system of regimentation. Nor shall we interfere with cultural 
rights of racial or religious minorities. What we seek is a proper collective 
organization of our economic resources such as will make possible a much greater 
degree of leisure and a much richer individual life for every citizen.

This social and economic transformation can be brought about by political 
action, through the election of a government inspired by the ideal of a Co-operative 
Commonwealth and supported by a majority of the people. We do not believe in 
change by violence. We consider that both the old parties in Canada are the 
instruments of capitalist interests and cannot serve as agents of social recon­
struction, and that whatever the superficial differences between them, they are 
bound to carry on government in accordance with the dictates of the big business 
interests who finance them. The C.C.F. aims at political power in order to put 
an end to this capitalist domination of our political life. It is a democratic move­
ment, a federation of farmer, labor and socialist organizations, financed by its own 
members and seeking to achieve its ends solely by constitutional methods. It 
appeals for support to all who believe that the time has come for a far-reaching 
reconstruction of our economic and political institutions and who are willing to 
work together tor the carrying out of the following policies :
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