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matter, ai}<], probably, is sol'tor lliau that of tbe Lake.

This may ])c', and the water still lu' !i\()i'(M)l)j<.'cti()uable

for drinking and for culinary puri)()se;s. Mu. Kkefer

has veiy well discussed the inllueuee upon cousuuiers,

of water taken fi-nm sources (tf d(Hibti'ul purity, even

tlionu'h the mind might not he sibie tosatisfy itself hilly

that the influence is, in reality, very material, ruder

tlie circumstances, it does not appear advisable t()ad()j)t

the Bay as asoru'cc of su[)]tl)'. This conclusion is more

readily reached iVoni a (.'onvictioa that some luodiliea-

tioiis will reduce considerably the excess of cost i)y the

Lake plan. Mr. IvHEFicii seems to have had xcvy little

time to examine ilie details of either {)lan of [)um})ing,

and will, no doubt, be al)le to improve those suggested,

and reduce the cost even on tlie H(!ale he has contem-

plated.

Before proceeding further, in regard to either plan,

the question of qumtity should be exammed. it seems

Mr. Keefeu was instructed to provide for a population

of 50,0fJ0. For this he estimated 50 imperial gallons

per da}' for each inhabitant, as the average for the year;

and a maximum for the warm summer season of about

75 gallons per day. Authorities may be (juotiMl which

sustain this estiunite. ]ji.it it is bivlieved to Ite high foi'

such a city as Hamilton. A seaport town consumes a

large (juantity of water in supplyhig vessels and steam-

boats, wdiich would not be denumded in Hamilton.

—

Such towns as New York, lioston and Philadeli)Iiia,

use large quantities of water in manufacturing estal)-

lishments, and probably a much larger ratio than would

be consumed in youi- city. A supply for domestic use

and the extinguishment of fires, iU'e the i)rimary and

indispeiisable objects. Next iu these coine the supply of

manufactories, railway stations; watering sidewalks and


