
WHAT WILL 1U:C0MK OF Tin; w UKKI)

portion. nrt!,oW.)nl„f(;,„l. Imt (l,o cl,.,,- :nnl ,|,vi,.iv,. .tato-
nuMits !,y which the cnnfn.voiyy is tn he M-ttk'.l, must iicc-sirily
1.0 soui^l.t for in tlic In.uk .,f f hr uv^y ai^i.-nsati..,. IJy a,|<,,,(ino-

tins cnuive, wo .shall 1.0 sparcl (ho trnul.lc of ((.inVtiii!.' the
iiunuT.ms misapprehensions that prevail respedin- tlie nH".nin<r
ofc(M';rn passages in the IValnis an.l the IVoj.liets, \vhieh are
connnonly adduee.l l.y th.- a-lvoeafes of «;rrnr. Let n. place oui-
solves at the feet of the Lov<\ .lesiis and listen to his wunls, and
to tho words of His servants who wrote under the Invpiratii.n of
the promised Spirit.

Sunpnve, now, that some individnal, unnoquaintod vvitli tlic

dispuN's that have arison ainon,<r christians, were tn take np tho
New Te.^tament with a view to ascertain the purposes of God
with v,-,:>:ard to the final destiny of niaidvind. To what eon.dnsion
would he come V Would he not infer, naturally and neeess.rily,
that thoio is no hope for (hose who die in a state of un-odllness^?
However unwilling he mi-ht l)e to entertain the thouu-ht. and
however repu-nant it might l.e to his benevolent, feelin-s, would
he not he compelled to confess tliat it is tho ohvious ti'iehin.. of
ourlx.rdand His apostles? WouM such a reader dreain of
anything else? Couhl he imagine that the awful wor.ls of the
lioly volume can bear any interpretation, difFering n)aterially from
that wliieh is found to prevail among the vast majority of' chris-
tians •.' Would it occur to him even to guess that •'

everlastin.^
punislnnent" moans either the infliction of pain for a short period"
or the annihilation of the criminal, whereby he wouM escape
punislnnent altogether ? Surely, thoughts of this kind would he
far f)om him. He would see no escape for an impenitent trans-
Ki'ossor. He might wish it were not so, but stem impartiality
would forbid any different conclusion. In fact, nobody thinks at
first, of explaining the New Testament otherwise than in agree-
ment with the generally received doctrine.

And here let me offer a remark to which, in my opinion, con-
sidcrd.le importance is to be attached. It is to he carefully
noted that God's book is a plain book. It is indeed "

hi^li as


