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borne nnyaryiiig teitimonj. For the production of cereals,

puise and root crope, aùd as a stook-raising country, ihere

seems to be no better anywhere. 13ie yield for 1876 is the
' best iNTOof. A suDunary in the Toronto Dcàly Globe of a nii.

aute aooount iii th» Manitoba Free Prew giyes Hhe foUowing
averagesfbr the Province as a whole: Wheat» 32^ bushels
per acre; barley, 42J; oats, 51; peas, 82; potatoes, 229;
tumips, 662^. Suoh. wws the resuit, although tl)^ uQusoalIy
severe and late rains damaged the orops, and other drawbackl
during the season operated to lowër the average. On newly
faroken-np gronndi where thé old sod had never rotted, the yield

vas small ; and nUny of the settlers had to sow old and decayed
seed bècause of the grasshopper ravages the preoeding year.

The signifioanoe bf an average like 32^ bushels of wheat to the
acre will be best understood in the light of the fbllowing rough
calculation by Mr. Dawson : " As a measure of the possible

agriculturnl cai)acity of this great valle^, take one-half of'the

entire aiem orj 3,400 square miles, equalling 2,176,000 ackes,

and for simplicity of calculation let it be sup^iosed to be soWn
cntirely in wheat. Then, at the rate of 17 bushels per acre—
vhich, acoording to Pi-of. Thomas, is the average yield for Min-
nesbta—thfr crop of the Bed Biver Valley ^uld amount to

40,992,000 busheki " (p. 278). The total crop of Manitoba for

1876 yna: Wheat, 480,000 bushels; barley, 173,000; oats,

380,000; peas, 64,000; other gitdns, 5,000; potatoes, 460,000;
tumips and other roots, 700,000.

With respect to the vast countiy beyond that Noiih-west
of whidh Manitoba is only the thi-ediold, we hâve much more
definite information than we had, and evory year adds to our
store. Besides the township sm*veys, which hâve hlready ex-

tended for beyond the Province, a spécial survey of meridians
and bases is also gping on. The Unes are hùd down noi^tberly

pnd westeriiy, aadi;tiig wurk ia iniwided tQ exteiia to Pëace
3iTer, The objecta of the survigr are to establish a piactioable


