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. PREFACE TO THE PIBST VOLUME.

Tiv FMton tl,|„rit right to pUco of record an ' ««ploi,atioi. of
thflirniotivft ill originaHng Tiir. Lowim Ca.'<aiu Jikiot.

Thfl olijocfc haii^mainly »««„ to iupply to th« profowion mid tho
public n |M»rio«Hr5l publication ortho nuwfc iut«r.».tlng dccLioni pro-
nouncod by Hw Court, having jurl-diction in civil matter. In Uwtr
C«na<la. It hai bo«u well obic.rvod by high nuthority,* that tho
roport.ofju.lici«ldccl«lon. contain tho mo.t certain evidence, and
the mo«t authoritatlvo and proclw application of tho rule, of tho
common law. Adjudged c««,. become precedent, for Aiture ca«..
"'•Hng upon analogou, fact., and brought within the «.t„e ren«>n.A .olemn deci«io« upon a point of law arising in any given capo,
become, an authority in u Hko ca.e. bocau«, it i« the highest evi-
donce which wo can have of the la.v applicoblc to the subject , and
tho judge. «ro bound to follow that declHlon so long a. it stand.
untovemH], unless it can be .hown that; tho law was misunderstood
or nnsapphod jn that particular case. It is by the notorietj^g^
-tabihty of .uch mlos that professional men can give safe advilK«
hose who consult them; and p^lo iu general cau venture wi^
confidence to buy and trust, and to deal with each other.

JnT" "ir* ^f"'
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countnos. they have a special value In Lower Canada, which derive.
U,jur.prudence «s well from France as from Englan.l. and in which
tho not .nfrequent tonnict botwecn opposite system, of law, render.
It mdu.pen.ablo for the fixing of tho jurisprudence that a faithful
record of tho decision* of tho Court, and tho reasoning of tho Judge,
should bo preserved ond published in the country. '

Prior to 1850, nothing had been done by the Legislature to securi
BO grea a boon. Although Upper Canada had had periodical report,
of tho decision, of her tribunal, for nearly twenty year, before, and
although almost every State of tho American Union had had for
"^anj^year. it. official reporter of such decisions, yet in Lower

I • Kent^ ~
^

'

~~r" 1 -'

5


