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phy. Heri appMra, lor th« flrat tioM. in rufftd prominence, the

moM obtrusive diuJinn of popular tdought and ol icienoe. The

firat diworery of common reflexion, u weU m ol ecientiftc inquiry,

it the fact, that «« things «r/ not what they *<«•••, 1« * therefore

one of the eariieat reaulta of reflective thought, to diattnguiah things

•s they really are from thingaaathey appear to the aenses. As the

real natuw of thinga is revealed by reason forcing us to go beyond

their sensible appearance, the fonner cornea to be diatinguiahed as

. tAat wkith U tk^gM ^ r*as0m {rflodfuvor) from i*si wkitk mfpemrs

^^iv<J>iwor). This antitheaia ta the moat prominent feature of

Eleatic thought. But the explanation of the antitheaia remaina a

problem unsolved by the Eleatica. It ia a knot which they cut rather

than untie. They fancied the problem aolved by the aimple expla-

nation, that that which ia demonatrpted by reaaon-^the noumenoo—

is'' the sol^ reality (ro or), while the aenalble phenomenon ia
»

'm-

entity Xt^ fo^ 5k). But thia ia no aolution of the problem. Senaible

appearances mrt sensible appearancea. They mM aa auch. Reason

is therefore called to explain their existence, even if it be merely as

sensible illusions. But Mason cannot be satisfied with any explana-

tion that is not based on a reaaonable principle, that ia, a principle

in harmony with itaelf. Phenomena, therefore, and noumena, are

to be explained on the aame principle, and the Bleatic dualiam raur

iihes in an inevitable monism.

Perhaps the first to see thia clearly was Anaxagoraa, and it is

this fact that makea Ariatotle apeak of him aa if he bad uttered the

first sensible word of a aober mind Von the problem of philosophy.

Anaxagoraa saw that every principle offered by earUer thinkera as

explaining the' easence of all thinga,—water, air, fire, earth, num-

ber. Of whatever else it might be,-4awaya impUea aomething more

primordial. For every such theory always appeala to raaaon in

vindication of^ itself. The true principle, therefore, Anaxtgoras

held, must be reaaon. Thia is the ultimate explanation of aU things.

Accordingly, fr«>m this time forward it became impoeaibleto leave

iOiot' v#wv iiivi) it bit itrikini phrue {Mit^pk. !.• )).
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