
A

ON FEMALE SUFFRAGE

Not wishing to overload this long essay with

too many parentheses, apart from its tliesis of

progress and precedent, I append here three

notes on points of detail that may possibly be

misunderstood.

The first refers to the female controversy.

It may seem to many that I dismiss too curtly the

contention that all women should have votes, even

if most women do not desire them. It is con-

stantly said in this connection that males have

received the vote (the agriculf ral labourers for

instance) when only a minorifv of them were in

favour of it. Mr. Galsworthy, one of the few

fine fighting intellects of our time, has talked

this language in the Nation. Now, broadly, I

have only to answer here, as everywhere in

this book, that history is not a toboggan slide,

but a road ro be reconsidered and even retraced.

If we really forced General Elections upon fre«;

labourers who definitely disliked General Elections,

then it was a thoroughly undemocratic thing to

do ; if we are democrats we ought to undo it.
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