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this watery wilderness Long andWs voyageurs p^dtheir way, literally subsisting on the count^ Th.
bourgeois's chief qualification for the enter^ns^^was h'
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undergone the ceremony of adoption by

During the French regime, this country was noted forproducing the largest number and best quality o furs

dlrtttd r' ""V"'''
^'^ ^"^^'^h occur'tion thedi tnct had been nearly abandoned, the difficulties ofexistence proving too great. Four out of eight tradersstarred to death in the region in one year, and kwas
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" ^785 the whole districtC thi nf T r'^ P"*^^^ °^ f"^«- We may judgetrom thiS of Long's success as a trader; in the first vearhe not only subsisted himself and a party of eight Cana^dians, during the "hardest winter ever remembered"'Nt rescued a brother trader from destnictic by a mjr-^.xous band of Indians, and brought out a cargo of ahundred and forty packs of furs all in good conditionvalued between $.5,000 and $30,000. For these er'vices he received from his chiefs the salary ofTr.o ayear, and a supply of Indian corn and "hard gr ase'' ortaiiow, as provision.'
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At the end of his first year's engagement T nn<r r.
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Of hfe furs, and supplied wKhfresh protons, he set out August ;, ,„8, for another
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